Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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Are You Faithful?
It was a sunny Saturday morning. James stepped outside to get his morning paper. Only a moment later James returned with a disgusted look on his face. No paper! James said, "I'm gonna have to get me a new paper boy. He's just not faithful." The problem was that James' paperboy would deliver about 1 out of every 3 days. Fred was in a hurry to get to work, but it happened again. His car wouldn't start. He had hoped this used second vehicle would be just what he needed, but about 1 out of every 3 turns of the ignition, the car wouldn't start. Fred told his wife, "I'm gonna have to trade that car in. I just need one that's more faithful."

Are James and Fred right to call the paperboy and the car unfaithful? Would you be pleased with a paperboy who delivered I day out of 3? Would you be pleased with a car that only started 2 out of 3 times? Certainly not. The apostle Paul was chosen by God to carry the gospel because God counted him faithful. "And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry" (1 Tim. 1:12). Paul was trustworthy. God could count on him when He needed him. Paul would never fail in his duty to God.

What about me and my attendance to the assemblies of God's people? My brethren are counting on me to be there. I need to consider the impact of my absence upon them. My presence helps to stir up my brothers and sisters to love and good works Furthermore, I am drawing near to God and holding fast to my faith (Heb. 10:23-25). Am I faithful if I hit one out of every 3 services? Am I faithful if I hit 2 out of 3? Does God consider me reliable and trustworthy? Is he pleased with such performance? It's something to think about, isn't it? If I wouldn't call the paperboy faithful and the used car faithful then why do I consider myself faithful in my service to God if my performance is no better? All of us need to realize our obligations to God and to our brethren regarding our attendance. We grow weaker through our absence. Someone once used good car language on this subject. He said. "Brethren are often like cars. They "sputter" before they "miss" and they "miss" before they "quit."

- by Jeff May
_____________________________________________________

Preparing For Worship
Regarding important events or moments in life, few, if any, happen on their own. Athletic teams will not win championships without months of planning and preparation. Elected officials will not aspire to high offices without a long trail of preparation and sacrifices. Important things like these are not the result of "kismet." After a goal is envisioned, plans are drawn up and worked that will bring about the realization of such a dream.

I am a firm believer that the worship of God is one of these "important moments in life." It won't just happen. True worship, the kind the Lord desires (cp. Jn. 4:23-24), is a planned affair. When was the last time you read Ex. 19:9-17? I think it provides a good pattern for how God wants His people to get themselves ready to worship Him. Yes, it is always important that we are careful to worship God in the prescribed way. But it is equally vital that we get ourselves ready to engage in such important activities.

Notice God instructed Moses to have the people "consecrate themselves" to "be ready the third day" when He would come down upon the mount (vv. 10-11). Also observe that when it came time, Moses "brought the people out of the camp to meet God" (v. 17). Meeting God is important activity, one that requires preparation. It is never a "happenstance meeting."

Now, let's make application ... Do we make adequate preparations to "meet God in worship?" We know He will be present (cp. Mt. 18:20). We also know what is going to take place: we'll sing, pray, listen to the gospel, break bread together, and contribute to the treasury. These are not mundane, rote activities. (If we see them as such, that is indeed the problem). The question remains...how much preparation do you or I make to come to worship? Have we gotten our minds ready for what we will be doing? Have we "consecrated" ourselves so that nothing (either mental or physical) interferes with what we will be doing? Something as simple as being on time certainly would be involved in preparing for worship of the God of the universe.

Since the "Father seeks such to be His worshipers," we are obligated to do our part to be such a people. Prepare for worship...starting today.

- by Jeff Smith 

_____________________________________________
Our Gospel Meeting

Have you spent any time thinking about the benefits to be derived from our gospel meeting? Here are some things that we believe can result:

· You can worship and glorify God.

· You can help to support the teaching of truth.

· You can deepen your understanding of the Scriptures.

· You can strengthen your faith.

· You can be encouraged by your association with fellow Christians and you can accomplish your duty to edify your brethren.

· You can help to teach a lost person by inviting them to attend with you.

Of course, there are some other things that you could do this week instead of attending each service of the gospel meeting:

· You could stay home and watch TV.

· You could neglect you duty to God and show a greater love for the things of this world (1 John 2:15-17).

· You could forget about learning more of God’s truth.

· You could turn your back on your brethren and choose instead to associate with worldly friends.

· You could simply forsake your spiritual obligations and serve your carnal desires.

Now, look at those two lists. At the end of this week, which course will you have followed? Think!

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . . 
The percentage of American adults who identify themselves as Christians dropped from 86% in 1990 to 77% in 2001. This is an unprecedented drop of almost 1 percentage point per year. . . At the present rate of change, most Americans would identify themselves as non-religious or non-Christian by the year 2035.

- via B. A. Robinson, OCRT.org

Mark 8:36-37  "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?"

_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“The greater danger for most of us is not that our aim is too high and we miss it, but that it is too low and we reach it.”

“The best preparation for tomorrow is to make proper use of today.”

“It is a sad religion that is never strong except when its owner is sick.”

“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.”

“Honor is better than honors.”

______________________________________________
News from Collegevue . . .
November 4, 2007

We’re so glad to see you today, and we’re grateful for your interest in spiritual matters that has brought you to these services.  We are especially thankful for our visitors, and we invite you to come again at your earliest opportunity.  

Our sincere sympathy is extended to our sister Juanita Taylor and her family in the death of our dear brother Granville.  Please keep this family in your prayers.  Our sympathy also goes out to Lucille Vick in the death of her brother this week.  

Of course, the BIG news this week is our Gospel Meeting which begins today and runs through Friday evening.  We hope you will make your plans to be here for every service, and that you will invite others.  We are delighted to have Nestor Sanchez with us today.  We help to support Nestor in his preaching work in South America.  He will speak to us this morning, and again this afternoon.  Remember that this afternoon we will meet at 2:30 for a period of singing, followed immediately by our evening service at 3 o’clock.  Our evening services Monday through Friday will be at 7pm.  Our speakers this week include: Jeff Smith (Mon.), Jeff May (Tues.), Dorris Rader (Wed.), Rick Duggin (Thurs.), and Allen Dvorak (Fri.).  

Continue to pray for the sick, including: Hubert Morrow, Jerry Riggins (gravely ill in ICU at this writing), Norma & Clem Goodman, Sherry Schultz’s mother, Joyce Calahan, Tina Overton, Pearl & Dugin Kincaid, Kim Futrell, and others.

Carol South has a new phone number.  Update your directories with this number:  381-9219.

This Week:

· NO Children’s Bible this evening

· Singing at 2:30 today followed by evening services at 3 o’clock 

· Group 1 meets after services

· Gospel Meeting Monday – Friday at 7pm 

· NO Thursday morning class this week

· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ – on the Internet, Thurs, 8pm (plan to stay after the gospel meeting and participate in the discussion) 

Figures for the week of  10/28/07:  Sunday, Bstudy, 128;  AM, 140; PM, 140; Wed., 122; Contrib., $3264

______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























