Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________

THE BEACON   -  Electronic Edition  -  1/29/2008
Premarital Wall-papering

We live in an age preoccupied with sex.  It is used in ads to sell books,, cars, vacations and toothpaste. And so it is no wonder young people think that they need to try out marriage by “living together”. We are told that the physical relationship is such an important part of marriage that the man and woman involved need to have this experience to see if the marriage will be good.

I have an alternative: let the man and woman wallpaper a room together. Let them slop paste around, spill water, get in each other’s way, look at each other’s work, and learn of each other’s patience, or the lack of it...there’s the way to see what it is going to be like!

Young people: don’t be fooled by what the devil preaches in books, on television, and from the mouths of his disciples. Marriage is not primarily a physical relationship.  It is a life long commitment by two people who care about each other. Love and sex are not the same thing.

Learn about each other. Spend time together. Plan as much for your marriage as you do for your wedding. Papering a room together is not as much of a joke as you think!  How two people get along together and whether they have common ideas and goals make for the best of situations.

Jesus called living together “sin”, fornication. He placed the highest values on marriage, using it as the figure to describe his relationship with the church (Eph.5).  He wants you to have all the joy God gives -- including that of the physical relationship in marriage. But, carefully consider that He shows a basis for marriage far beyond that of the world. In fact, it is in Him!

- by Robert Hines

___________________________________________________

Wake Up!

I have never tried it, but I am told that if you drop a frog into hot water, he will jump out. However, if you were to place a frog in a kettle of cool water and gradually heat the water, the frog would stay put and perish in a boiling death. Perhaps you wonder how even a frog could be so stupid as to be unaware of his gradually changing surroundings. Are we any wiser?

When I was growing up, most Christian parents were terribly concerned about the immoral influence of Hollywood films. Those are the old movies that today are shown on TV and judged innocent and harmless -- ”family pictures.”  Now TV news, commercials and entertainment are saturated with lust and violence. Ten years ago people were saying, “If it gets any worse, I’m going to toss my TV set out.”  Has it gotten worse? Are we a bunch of slowly cooking frogs?

The lulled frog syndrome can also be witnessed in many churches.  A few years ago many members were expressing concern about churches being diverted from their work. If what is now sponsored, from church ball teams to video game rooms, from secular education to homes for unwed mothers, if churches had introduced anything like this fifty years ago, members would have jumped clear into the next county. But these changes have been introduced gradually and with little awareness; and the people of God have been lulled to sleep. How grave is their danger!

“Awake you who sleep. Arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light. See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”  (Ephesians 5:14-17).

- by Marvin A. Noble

_____________________________________________________

Getting More Out of the Sermon

Experts tell us that we speak at a rate of 125 words per minute.  But we can listen to 400 words per minute.  It’s no wonder the attention often wanders.  That means we need to discipline the mind to listen to a lesson without distraction. Here are some suggestions to help you get more out of the sermon.

1. OPEN  MIND. We need to be in the right frame of mind to listen. Our worship is to be “in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). We should approach a sermon with the attitude that we want to learn and profit from it.  Attitude makes a big difference.

2. OPEN BIBLE. Compare what you hear with God’s word (Acts 17:11). You need to form personal convictions based on what you read in the Bible. It will stick in your mind longer when you read it for yourself.

3. TAKE NOTES. This will be another “visual aid” to help you remember. You can recall more of what you see than what you just hear. Plus, you will have the notes to use for further study.

You CAN get more out of the sermon.  But only if you try.

- by Roger Hillis

_____________________________________________
We Can’t Overcome Your Bad Example

As God’s people in this local community we have the duty to "let (our) light so shine before men, that they may see (our) good works, and glorify (our) Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).  The awesomeness of this responsibility is realized when we recognize that the thousands of lost folks all around us will likely go to hell if we are not effective in getting God’s message out to them.

YOU play an important role in this process of evangelizing our immediate community.  Day by day you are in contact with others: at school, at work, in the neighborhood, etc.  Your conduct, your speech, how you dress, what you do, where you go, are all being observed by those around you.  If your example is good, they will be favorably impressed with God’s way, and they may choose to pursue it themselves.  Many people have been converted because of Christians who displayed good examples in their presence.

On the other hand, if your manner of life is not what it ought to be, the Lord’s cause WILL suffer.  If others can see that you are not serious about your service to Him, then why would they give even a moment’s thought to such things?  In this matter, actions clearly speak louder than words.  No matter how hard other Christians may be working to teach and influence others, they will not be able to overcome the bad example you have set before your acquaintances and peers.  All the best Bible classes, sermons, bulletins, meetings, advertisements, and programs, will not offset the damage you have done by your negative influence.  

And, we should remind you that you will be held accountable by God for the harm you do by your flawed example.  Jesus said: "It is impossible but that offences will come: but woe unto him, through whom they come! It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast into the sea . . ." (Luke 17:1-2).

Your good example is essential to the success of the gospel right here in our community.  Think!

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . . 
A Mississippi State University researcher has found that children with strong religious homes were better behaved and happier than their peers.  The study of 16,000 first graders identified youngsters who had both parents attending worship services regularly and who talked to their kids regularly about religion as having strong religious homes.

- via Live Science, 4/24/07

Ephesians 6:1-3  Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise; that it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.
_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“I studied the lives of great men and famous women, and I found that the men and women who got to the top were those who did the jobs they had in hand, with everything they had of energy and enthusiasm and hard work.”   - Harry S. Truman

“A good father, upon finding his son on the wrong track, will provide switching facilities.”

“The deeper the darkness, the farther a little light will shine.”

“In times like these, it helps to recall that there have always been times like these.”  - Paul Harvey

______________________________________________
News from Collegevue . . .

January 27, 2008
We are very grateful for your presence here today, with a special word of welcome going out to our visitors.  We pray that God will be pleased with our worship, and that everyone will be edified by our time together.

Continue to pray for the sick, including: Joyce Calahan, Jerry Riggins, Hubert Morrow, Norma Goodman, Twila Dozier, Tina Overton, Pearl & Dugin Kincaid, Libby Tate, Kim Futrell, and others.

This Week:

· Children’s Bible drill before evening services at 5:40

· Evening services today at 6 o’clock

· Group 4 meets after services tonight

· Wednesday night Bible study at 7pm

· Our Thursday morning class at 10am.   

· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ – on the Internet, Thurs, 8pm

Figures for 1/20/08:  Sunday, Bstudy, 128;  AM, 137; PM, 123; Wed. 120, Contrib., $2711

______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:

greggwin@bellsouth.net

























