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What To Do When Listening To Religious Teaching

It is not just the teacher or preacher who has an important responsibility when God's word is taught, each listener does also. Whether you are listening to a religious teacher in person, on the television, or over the radio, you have some serious obligations. 

Listen with a searching attitude. The Bereans in Acts 17:11 serve as a great model as to the kind of listeners we all should be. When they heard Paul preach, the Bible says, "they received the word with all readiness, and searched the scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so." They were eager and open-minded. They believed the Scriptures to be from God and they examined them to see if Paul's message was in harmony with it. They were not lazy listeners, but active ones. It is possible their search took place even outside the time of the synagogue assembly. Like them, we should search the Bible carefully as we examine what we hear. The public message should even prompt us to continue to study the Scriptures on our own.

Test what you are hearing. The Bereans did not assume Paul's message was from God. They proved it with the Scriptures. Neither should we take the word of a religious teacher without first testing it. 1 John 4:1 teaches us to do this and why - "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world." False teachers have always existed. The way to separate the false teachers from the true ones is to test their message with the Bible. Galatians 1:8 teaches, But if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed." Don't be deceived by external kindness (Matthew 7:15). Test the message always with God's word.

Listen with a willingness to do. There are some who listen to God's word and appreciate hearing it. Yet, the word has no impact on their lives. To them, listening to the teaching of the Bible is like a spectator sport in which they find some amusement. Yet, no change is made to align their lives with what is taught. James 1:22 teaches, "Be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves." The word of God is a living message (Hebrews 4:12). It is not merely a philosophy to intellectually embrace. It is a life-changing message that is to invade every facet of a person's life. Your marriage, family, and job are to be governed by it (Ephesians 5:22-6:9).

The next time you hear religious teaching, remember your responsibilities. Your response to Christ's word will determine your eternal destiny (John 12:47-48).

- by Phillip Mullins
_______________________________________________

Preaching and Science

Do not worry about science. It has its legitimate field, and in its field it has done wonderful things. We reap its benefits and are glad. The average preacher knows little about science, and the average scientist knows less about the Bible.

The claim that science and the Bible do not agree should disturb no one. What is called "science" it not static. Each generation brings new light; most of the old theories have been exploded by scientists themselves. Yet, each generation of scientists boldly announces that science has disproved the Bible.

But it can as easily be proved that science has disproved itself. With all their dogmatism about the Bible and science, there are few theories that real scientists are willing to take their stand on and say: "Here is the ultimate truth; no future discoveries will contradict this." So long as they cannot afford to affirm that they have arrived at ultimate truth, how can they with honor say that science disproves the Bible?

Besides if the Bible fully agreed with the scientific theories of one age, it would not agree with theories of the next age. The Bible is unchangeable and cannot keep up agreement with that which constantly changes .

Some of the foremost scientists recognize the limitations of science and are firm believers in the Bible. Preach the word! No known truth contradicts the Bible.

- by R. L. Whiteside
_______________________________________________

Nothing To Live For

Somebody once said, "Many people have everything to live with and nothing to live for." How true that is.  Many wealthy people live hollow, meaningless lives. They have more than enough possessions to make life comfortable, but they have little purpose in life to make it meaningful.

It takes decades before some people eventually realize that life lived for mere self-indulgence is ultimately an empty life. A time can come, however, when even the shiniest new car, or the biggest house, or the flashiest jewelry, can't mask the hollowness of a life without high purpose.

The Bible doesn't condemn all wealth, and new cars and nice houses are not wrong. But lasting satisfaction doesn't come from mere things or self-indulgence.  On the other hand, people with little to live with may have much to live for. For example, Jesus' apostles were not wealthy (Acts 3:6), but their lives had real purpose.

The scriptures assure us that God can bring purpose into our lives too. He can give us something to live for that is missing from the lives of people whose lives are hollow and without purpose.  It has been said that "a man who has not lost himself in a cause bigger than himself, has missed one of life's mountaintop experience that can last the rest of your life -- it can ultimately take you to be with God.

- by David Watts
____________________________________________
What Do You Believe, And Why?

A recent poll showed that 74% of Americans believe there is a heaven and a hell.  That's good news!  We are glad that this high percentage of people believes these important truths.  But, the survey goes on to say that:

-
50% believe in Extra Sensory Perception (ESP)

-
41% believe there is human life elsewhere in the universe

-
25% are sure aliens have visited us from outer space via Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs)

-
15% believe in reincarnation

Given this additional information, we feel much less comfortable about the results concerning heaven and hell!

Our point here is a simple one.  Believing in ESP, UFOs, reincarnation, and extraterrestrials requires faith of the “blind leap" variety.  There is simply no evidence to support those conclusions. It is sad to see that many folks apparently put belief in heaven and hell in that same category.  It does not belong there.

We should believe what the Bible says about heaven and hell (or any other subject) because the claims are fully corroborated.  God does not want a "blind leap" of faith.  He has supplied "evidence of things not seen" (Heb. 11:1), and He expects us to use our logic and reasoning abilities to form firm conclusions about the truth.  Using this evidence, you should be able to tell others what you believe, and also to prove why - "to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you" (1 Pet. 3:15).

Now, back to the survey.  If 74% of Americans believe in hell, why aren't more of them doing something to avoid it?  That's not logical either, is it?

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

How much do you worry about each of the following? Do you worry about that a lot, a little, or not at all? . . ." 

   A Lot    A Little  Not At All 

"That you will not have enough 

money to live comfortably" 
30% 
39% 
31% 

"That you will not have enough 

health insurance to pay for large 

medical bills" 
29%
 31%
 39%

"That you or someone in your 

household will lose your/their job" 
17%
 29%
 53% 

"That you will not live long" 
10%
 31%
 59% 

.
"That you will go to hell" 
10% 
 18% 
 70%
- via The Harris Poll
Luke 12:4-5  "And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do.  But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him."

______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

January 29, 2006

Greetings and welcome on this Lord’s Day.  We extend a special word of welcome to our visitors – we hope you will come again real soon.  Feel free to ask any questions you might have about what we do or teach here at Collegevue.

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including: Clem Goodman (in the hospital at Franklin), Suzette Haley, Alvin Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Warren Cook, Libby Tate, Norma Goodman, Francis Howell, Pearl Kincaid’s sister, Lynn Keeton’s father (critically ill in Florence, AL), Jane Collin’s granddaughter, Scott Futrell’s wife, and others.   Also remember the brothers of Jennifer Ring and Timothy Nolan as they serve in the army in Iraq.

 “The Virtual Bible Study” is on Thursday nights at 8pm. Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com to hear program.  A special word of thanks to those of you who have helped to advertise the program by talking to your friends, distributing flyers, and putting yards signs out.  Keep up the good work!

This being the 5th Sunday in the month, we will have a special service this evening which will include extra singing and couple of talks by some of our men.  Plan to attend.  

The elders will meet with the deacons at 4:30 this afternoon.

We extend a word of thanks to our many volunteers who put in extra hours of work cleaning the building, preparing communion, preparing teaching materials, and doing other necessary chores.  Thanks for all you do!

Figures for the week of 1/15/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 119;  AM, 134; PM, 127; Wed., 123; Contrib., $2805

______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























