Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________

THE BEACON   -  Electronic Edition  -  1/9/2007
Value & Conduct

When we pay a lot for something, we have high expectations, whether it is a car, computer, house, tool, animal, etc. If it fails to perform the job we desire, we become upset, even angry at times.
Christians have been purchased at a high price, the blood of Christ (1 Cor. 7:23; Acts 20:28). As such, they are valuable and a certain level of "performance," or conduct, is expected of them (1 Cor. 6:19-20). Not all are required to produce a "hundredfold," but all are expected to live up to their potential (Matt. 13:23; 25:14-30). 
Christian, are you conducting yourself in a way that reflects the price paid for you? Do you resist temptation (James 4:7)? When you sin, are you remorseful and repentant (2 Cor. 7:10)? Are you searching the scriptures and growing in faith (Acts 17:11; 2 Peter 3:18)? Have you tried to reach the lost (Luke 19:10)? 
- by Steven F. Deaton
______________________________________________

A Church Kitchen at Jerusalem?

Someone has asked: “How do we know the Jerusalem church didn’t have a church kitchen to use in the daily serving of food to its widows (Acts 6:1-6)?”
First, the question is not, How do we know they didn’t have a kitchen?  It is, How do we know they did?  We can only follow the apostolic pattern (Ph. 3:17) by observing what the Bible says the early Christians did. Guessing about things they might have done, but things about which the Bible says nothing, opens the door to endless innovations.

Second, it is doubtful that the Jerusalem church even had a building at this point in its existence, much less a kitchen! There was so much poverty in the group that many were forced to sell land or houses just to meet the physical needs of their brethren (Acts 4:34-35). Given that, and the fact that their number quickly swelled into the thousands (Acts 2:41; 4:4), from whence would the funds have come to build a meeting house sufficient for so many? Acts 2:46 points to the temple courts as their meeting place.

Third, the only justification for a church having any facility is that it is a means of carrying out the work God has assigned the church (collectively). A building is authorized because we are commanded to assemble for worship (Heb. 10:25; Acts 20:7; etc.). Classrooms for edification/instruction in God’s word may be included(Eph. 4:11-12; etc.). If one is going to argue in favor of a gym, he must show that recreation is a church function. If one is going to argue in favor of a kitchen and eating hall, he must show that eating is a church function. Facilities for doing unauthorized things are themselves unauthorized.

If the New Testament contained any commands or examples that made dinners and recreation the church’s work, brethren would not have to resort to arguments such as we are considering (“how do we know they didn’t have one . . .?”). Not only are there no positive statements to support such things, Paul’s prohibitions in 1 Corinthians 11 explicitly place eating in the realm of the home, not the church. “What! Do you not have houses in which to eat and drink?. . . If anyone is hungry, let him eat at home . . .” (vss. 22, 34).

Fourth, who’s kidding whom? What church has so many members lacking food and cooking capability that a kitchen in the meeting house is legitimately the most practical way to provide for them? In what congregation is preparing meals for indigent members the exclusive, or even the primary, use of such facilities? It is dishonest to justify building a facility for one purpose, then switching (perhaps all the while planning) to use it for others. 

- by Frank Himmel

_______________________________________________

"Flee Fornication"

The physical relationship between men and women is not an evil within itself. In fact it is a divine order (Hebrews 13:4). However, it does come with conditions and can be used for evil when those divine conditions are subverted or ignored. The Bible teaches us that this relationship is one that is allowed exclusively in the marriage relationship and no other. To experiment outside of the marriage yoke (whether married or unmarried), is sinful. 

In 1Corinthians 6:18, Paul commanded that Christians are to “flee fornication”. The word “flee” carries with it a very serious tense. It is likened to running away from something dreadful or terrible. We understand the consequences of such things as fires that are out of control, tornadoes and their destructive fury, floods, disease, famine, rabid animals, poisonous snakes, and the dreaded Recluse spider. We do not think twice about running vigorously away from such dangers and this is the sense of Paul’s warning. Fornication is a very serious danger and will perpetuate consequences that transcend any of the afore mentioned dangers. The bite and sting of God’s justice will far outweigh any attack of a vicious animal or act of natural law. 

So then, who should flee? Certainly young people should listen to the apostle’s warning. Teenagers are very vulnerable to the devil’s devices. Single adult Christians need to be cautious of the temptations that are out there. The married person also needs to be alert to the obstacles that may present themselves. 

Fornication is a real foe and must be resisted. We must be careful not to create opportunities where the temptation can grow and conceive sin (James 1:13-15). Finally, it is important to pray always that these temptation do not come our way and if they do we must pray for wisdom, strength and help from our God to flee as he would have us to and resist the devil in his relentless attack on our spiritual lives. 

- by Tony Ripley

_____________________________________________

Are You Different?

It was a mere backyard pool toy — an inflatable rubber raft. But to these boys it was what they had been hoping for -- what they had been needing -- it was a fishing boat! Now they could “get out amongst them” — out in the pond where the really big ones lurk. 

Only one more thing was needed. What could they use for an anchor? After all, every boat needs an anchor! Finally they had the solution — an empty plastic milk jug. Fill it with water to make it heavy, and tie on a rope.

But, wait! Something is wrong. The anchor wont sink! A valuable lesson in physics is learned the hard way. The water in the jug weighs no more than the water outside the jug. You can’t make an anchor that way! And, who says that fishing isn’t educational?

There’s a spiritual lesson to be learned here, too. (You knew I was coming to that, didn’t you?) Christians are to be a strong influence in the world. Jesus used the analogies of “salt” and “light” in His Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:13—16). But we can’t be that kind of preserving and enlightening influence on others if we are not different than they are. If we talk, dress, and act like people of the world, we won’t be able to change them. If we do what they do, go the evil places that they go, and engage in their evil practices, we can’t teach them. Paul urged us to “be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed ...” (Rom. 12:2). 

Learn the lesson! A boat anchor made out of water won’t sink, and a Christian who is like the world won’t win others to Christ.

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

A survey in Newsweek magazine in 2005 found that 80% of Americans believe that God created the universe.  The science journal Nature reported in 1997 that almost 40% of biologists, physicists, and mathematicians also believe in a God who exist and also listens to and answers prayers.
- via Awake Magazine, 9/06
Psalms 53:1  " The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God."

_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“Always remember that the future comes one day at a time.”

“Opportunity may knock only once, but temptation leans on the doorbell.”
“To reach a port we must sail, sometimes with the wind and sometimes against it. But we must not drift or lie at anchor.”
______________________________________________
News from Collegevue . . .

January 7, 2007

Well, you have started off the New Year in a good way, by putting God first as you assemble for Bible study and worship.  Now, will you make the commitment to continue this throughout the year?  We certainly hope so!  And we thank you (especially our visitors) for being here today!

Continue to pray for the sick, including: Tina Overton, Alvin Lunn, Willa Dean Stinson’s sister, Dugin Kincaid, Freeman Riggins, Kim Futrell, and others.

Our sympathy goes out to Margaret Hood in the death of her sister-in-law last week.

Special thanks to Joe Richards for his work in preparing the duty roster each month.  We encourage all the men to pick up a copy of the new schedule and plan ahead for your participation throughout the month.

We have some who are not coming for the Bible study hour on Sunday morning, and others who don’t return for worship on Sunday evening or Bible study on Wednesday night.  Are you one of these?  If so, why?  Can you honestly give a legitimate reason for your absence?  Think! 

This week:   

· The elders will meet at 4:30 this afternoon

· Worship service this evening at 6 o’clock.  
· Group 1 meets after services this evening
· Wednesday night Bible study at 7pm
· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ on the Internet, Thursday at 8pm.  
Figures for the week of 12/31/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 138;  AM, 150; PM, 136; Wed., 118; Contrib., $3873
______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.CollegevueChurch.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























