Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________

THE BEACON   -  Electronic Edition  -  3/20/2007
Some Facts About the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is perhaps the least understood member of the Godhead. While we might wish we had more information and a greater understanding of Him, God has revealed sufficient facts to dispel prominent erroneous notions and theories. Consider a few of these facts.

1. The Holy Spirit is a person or personality. At first glance, the Bible words that describe Him may seem to indicate otherwise. Both the Hebrew ruah and the Greek pneuma first mean wind or breath; then, a person’s thoughts or character; then, the invisible, immaterial part of him. The KJV rendering "Holy Ghost" perhaps adds a sense of mystery.

However, Jesus referred to the Holy Spirit as "He" (Jn. 14:26; 15:26; 16:8, 13-15). Likewise, the Scriptures depict Him as a person. He possesses the characteristics of a person: He has knowledge (1 Cor. 2:11), will (1 Cor. 12:11), and judgment (Acts 15:28).

He does things which manifest personality: He searches (1 Cor. 2:11), teaches (1 Cor. 2:13; Jn. 14:26), speaks (1 Tim. 4:1), testifies (Jn. 15:26), leads (Mt. 4:1; Rom. 8:14), forbids (Acts 16:6-7), convicts (Jn. 16:7-11), hears (Jn. 16:13), intercedes (Rom. 8:26-27), etc.

He suffers slights and injuries which reflect personality: He can be grieved (Is. 63:10; Eph. 4:30), insulted (Heb. 10:29), blasphemed (Mk. 3:29-30), resisted (Acts 7:51), and lied to (Acts 5:3).

This fact dispels thinking of the Spirit as a vague, mysterious, impersonal force. References to Him moving or dwelling in one should not conjure up such pictures, any more than references to God or Christ moving or dwelling. Do not be confused by the fact that Spirit is His name.

2. The Holy Spirit works through the word in converting sinners. He guided the men who wrote the Bible (2 Pet. 1:20- 21; 1 Cor. 2:7-13). It is therefore called "the sword of the Spirit" (Eph. 6:17). God’s power to save is the gospel message (Rom. 1:16-17), revealed by the Spirit. Because the Spirit authored the word, whatever is credited to it could be credited to Him. Interestingly, everything attributed to the Spirit in conversion is also attributed to the word: born or begotten of it (1 Pet. 1:23), saved by it (Jas. 1:21), washed (Eph. 5:26), sanctified (Jn. 17:17), etc.

In every case in the book of Acts, conversion was a response to gospel preaching (Mk. 16:15-16). In no case did the Spirit directly infuse the gospel into the sinner. In no case was it necessary for Him to further explain it or to miraculously prepare one to receive it. In no case was anyone taught to pray for the Spirit.

This fact dispels expectations of a mysterious "experience" associated with salvation — some personal, physical, direct operation of the Spirit. It also means that feeling one has had such an experience is no evidence of salvation.
3. The Holy Spirit confirmed the truth by miracles. This was the expressed purpose of the miraculous gifts which the Spirit distributed to first-century Christians (Mk. 16:15-20; Heb. 2:3-4). God did not ask people to just take a speaker’s word that he was God’s spokesman. He provided objective evidence, miracles that were visible and verifiable.

This fact dispels the modern claim that people in many different religious groups are all working miracles. God is not a God of confusion (1 Cor. 14:33). The Spirit would not — could not — confirm as truth all the conflicting doctrines taught in modern churches. Contradictions indicate error, not truth. The Spirit did warn us about false signs (2 Th. 2:9-12).The truth is, this fact dispels the claim that any men are working miracles today. The Spirit was to reveal all truth to the apostles (Jn. 16:13). They said He did (2 Pet. 1:3; Jude 3), and when we read what they wrote we can know the truth revealed to them (Eph. 3:3-5). Their writings contain both the revelation and confirmation of truth, sufficient to save (Jn. 20:30-31). Since all truth is already revealed and confirmed, miracles no longer have a place (1 Cor. 8:8-1 3).
4. The Holy Spirit opposes disorder in assemblies. In 1 Corinthians 14, Paul, directed by the Spirit, laid down rules to be followed in assemblies in which the Spirit’s gifts were being exercised. All things were to be done properly and in an orderly manner (v. 40). All things were to be done to edification (v. 26).

In the case of speaking in tongues, “If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should be by two or at the most three, and each in turn, and let one interpret; but if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in the church; and let him speak to himself and to God” (vv. 27-28). Similar rules applied to prophets. Women were prohibited from exercising their gifts at all in the assembly (vv. 34-35). Obviously, these instructions imply that the Spirit’s gifts could be controlled by those who had them.

This fact dispels the notion that the Holy Spirit is causing what goes on in many modern assemblies. Dancing, shouting, jabbering, fainting, etc., are not the Spirit’s work. They may be the result of some spirit, but not the Holy Spirit! They do not indicate a “Spirit-filled” church. No, a Spirit-filled church is one whose people believe the truth He has revealed in the Bible and live by that standard in every sitation (Gal. 5:16-26). 

- by Frank Himmel 

_____________________________________________

“Neither Cold Nor Hot”
It seems that every congregation struggles to achieve a ‘happy medium’ when it comes to the thermostat setting in the church auditorium.  Some are perpetually cold, while others are simultaneously too hot.  One will be shivering and wearing a heavy coat and lap blanket, while another sitting nearby will be employing one of those ‘funeral home fans’ that are invariably located in the pews.  

What we hope to do is find a temperature setting that is acceptable to the majority of folks, resulting in worshippers that are “neither cold nor hot.”  But despite our best efforts, everyone must realize that those whose sensitivities are at the extremes of the hot and cold spectrum will still wish for higher or lower settings on the thermostat.  We beg for patience and a longsuffering attitude on the part of everyone.

On the other hand, the spiritual temperature chart is completely different.  We absolutely do not want to find Christians in the in-between, “lukewarm” range.  Do you recall what the Lord said to the Laodiceans?:  "I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth."  (Revelation 3:15-16)

We fear that there are too many of God’s people today who would be described as “lukewarm.”  These are the ones who want a measure of religion, but not too much.  They want an association with God’s people, but they also want to be accepted by their friends in the world.  They know they should be faithful in attendance, but their secular activities demand a lot of their time.  In short, they want it both ways.  God’s Word says it can’t be done: "No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Matthew 6:24).

Christian, are you “neither cold nor hot”?  Are you “lukewarm”?  Think!
- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .
A study of 1792 adolescents ages 12-17 showed that watching sex on TV influences teens to have sex. Youths who watched more sexual content where more likely to initiate intercourse . . Youths in the 90th percentile of TV sex viewing had a predicted probability of intercourse initiation that was approximately double that of youths in the 10th percentile. Basically, kids with higher exposure to sex on TV were almost twice as likely than kids with lower exposure to initiate sexual intercourse. 
- Study Conducted by RAND, published in the September 2004 issue of Pediatrics
1 Samuel 3:13  "For I have told (Eli) that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not."

_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“If you can find a path with no obstacles, it probably doesn't lead anywhere.”

“We all have ability. The difference is how we use it.”

“A candle loses nothing by lighting another candle.”

“If what you're working for really matters, you'll give it all you've got.” 

______________________________________________
News from Collegevue . . .
March 18, 2007

Thanks you for making the special effort to attend these services today.  We know that you could have done many other things, but your decision to be here is the right one, and it serves as an encouragement to others.  And, most importantly, we know that God is glorified by your presence during this time of worship and Bible Study.

We especially welcome our visitors today.  We hope you will come again soon.

Continue to pray for the sick, including: Alvin Lunn, Tina Overton, Mary Riggins, Dugin Kincaid, Freeman Riggins, Lucille Vick’s brother, Willa Dean Stinson’s sister, Joyce Calahan’s father, Kim Futrell, and others.

Our sympathy goes out to Judy Counts and her family in the death of her mother-in-law.  The funeral will be today at 2 o’clock.

We are thankful for a safe delivery of a new grand-daughter to Tina & Monty Overton.  Congratulations!

Directory info:  Maggie Whitfield, 314 Kimberly Drive, Columbia, TN  38401:  phone 446-4628.

This week:   

· Worship service this evening at 6 o’clock.  
· Group 3 meets after services this evening
· Wednesday night Bible study at 7pm
· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ on the Internet, Thurs., 8pm.
There is a gospel meeting this week (Fri. – Sun.) at Westvue in Murfreesboro with Terrell Bunting.

 Figures for the week of 3/11/07:  Sunday, Bstudy, 118;  AM, 140; PM, 132; Wed., 101; Contrib., $3041
______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























