Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________

THE BEACON   -  Electronic Edition  -  3/4/2008
What Are People Looking For In A Church?

At this very moment hundreds of thousands of our fellow-Americans are looking for a church (or, as some express it, “a church home”). They are looking (1) because they have recently moved to a new area, (2) because they had drifted and are now ready for a renewal of religious interest in their lives, or (3) because they have become unhappy with “their old church.”

What are they looking for? What do they hope to find? What do they feel they need?

THE ANSWERS

1. Some are looking for a church that is like the former church they were affiliated with, most for no other reason than tradition or custom. They don’t want any change from the religion they have become accustomed to.

2. Some are looking for a church (building) that is convenient to where they live, one that is within easy driving distance. They don’t want to have to drive very far to get to “the services.”

3. Some are looking for a church made up of friendly people who will make them feel welcome and wanted. They don’t want one whose members seem cold and formal.

4. Some are looking for a church that will give them a sense of belonging and of importance. They don’t want a church whose members just never seem to accept them, who do not give them a sense of self esteem.

5. Some are looking for a big church because they prefer to just blend in with the crowd. They don’t want a church that is so small that they can be missed at services and that they have to take some active role.

6. Some are looking for a small church because they want to be able to know all the members and because “smaller churches are usually friendlier and more like a family.” They don’t want a church that is so big that “you can’t tell the members from the visitors.”

7. Some are looking for a church that is engaged in doing a lot of “good works.” They don’t want a church that isn’t into solving “world problems” and committed to “social reform” and “community improvement.”

8. Some are looking for a church that sponsors a lot of youth activities and family affairs. They aren’t interested in a church that doesn’t have parties, picnics, dinners, suppers, games, teams, clubs, scout troops, exercise and health programs, classes for hobbies and crafts, etc.

WHAT’S MISSING IN THESE ANSWERS?

Now, if you will, look back over that list. There is in it not a word about God, or Christ, or the Bible, or the gospel of Christ, or salvation from sin, or soul, or heaven, or eternal life. People need to open their Bibles, and read the New Testament, and find out why Jesus built His church (Matt. 16:18), and find out what a congregation of God’s people is supposed to be, and to teach, and to do. Churches existed in the New Testament for the purpose of ministering to the spiritual needs of men, for the purpose of glorifying God, for the purpose of teaching God’s word, for the purpose of saving the lost and edifying the saved (Eph. 3:20-21; 4:11-12; I Tim. 3:15). When a group of Christians constitutes a church, they do not have to wonder what God wants them to do. The lives they are to live individually, the organizational arrangement they are to have, the doctrine they are to teach, the collective worship they are to engage in, the collective work they are to do are all clearly defined in the New Testament.

SOME SUGGESTIONS

Permit me to offer some suggestions:

1. Look for a church that respects the sovereignty of God and the authority of Jesus, the Son of God.

2. Look for a church that respects the Bible as the inspired word of God and the gospel of Christ as the power of God unto salvation.

3. Look for a church that strives to be like the churches you can read about in the New Testament - in designation, in worship, in organization, in teaching, in work.

4. Look for a church that is concerned about lost souls and eternal destinies.

5. Look for a church that ministers to the spiritual needs of men, that is more concerned about giving men what they need than about giving men what they want.

· by Bill Crews

_____________________________________________

“Good People in All Churches?”


The statement that “there are good people in all churches” is usually made as a defense of the existence of the many different conflicting denominations. Certainly there are good people in all the churches. There are good people OUT of churches. There are good people who are infidels. But the question is not are they good, but are they saved people?


It is good to be good but it is not good enough. One cannot save himself by just being good. He must obey the gospel of Christ (2 Thess. 1:7-9) to be saved. Cornelius was a good man but he was a lost man! (Acts 10:1-6; 11:14). The good people in human churches are lost people, not because they are not good moral people, but because they have not obeyed the gospel of God. This is why we appeal to good people to leave their human churches and obey the gospel. There is no other hope for these good people.

- by Earl Fly

_____________________________________________
Are You Looking For Work?

Occasionally we hear complaints from some Christians that they ‘just aren’t being put to work,” or that they ‘just aren’t being used.”  What is generally meant is that these individuals are not frequently being called upon to word prayers during the public worship; or perhaps they are seldom scheduled to help pass the Lord’s Supper; or it may be that their opportunities to lead singing or give a talk are few and far between.

Let us plainly state that all the above mentioned activities are good and important. We want to encourage every male Christian to grow and develop in all these vital roles. But, having said that, we would also urge everyone to realize that these things do not, in and of themselves, constitute full and complete service to the Lord.

There are so many other opportunities to serve in areas where we urgently need your help. “Lift up your eyes and look” (John 4:35).  You are surrounded by lost souls that need to be taught about salvation. Your own knowledge of the Scriptures needs to be increased by diligent study and personal preparation. You are needed to help encourage and strengthen some of your brethren who are weak and struggling. Do you get the point? Many opportunities await the humble, faithful servant who is looking to work for the Lord.

Don’t be deceived into thinking that if you are seldom used in the public assemblies you are, therefore, not being “used” effectively.  And, likewise, don’t fall into the trap of thinking that if you are frequently called upon to pray, lead singing, or wait on the table you are necessarily doing all of the real work that God desires of you.  Duties performed during the worship assemblies are important, but they are not the absolute test of your service to the Lord.

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . . 
The Catholic Church has lost more members than any other religion . . . while nearly one in three Americans were raised Catholic, fewer than one in four say they’re Catholic today.  That means that roughly 10 percent of all Americans are ex-Catholics.

- via Barna Research Online

Matthew 15:9  "In vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men."

_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“He who is too busy to pray is busier than God ever intended him to be.”

“When we neither punish nor reproach evildoers . . . we are ripping the foundations of justice from beneath new generations.”    - Alexander Solzhenitsyn

______________________________________________
News from Collegevue . . .

March 2, 2008
Good morning and welcome!  Thanks for being here today.  We pray that God will be glorified by the worship, and that each worshipper will be edified.  

We extend a very special welcome to all of our visitors.  If you have questions, or if we may be of assistance to you, please let us know.  We hope you will come again at your very earliest opportunity.

Continue to pray for the sick, including: Archie Stoltz, Jerry Riggins, Hubert Morrow, Margaret Laws, Bobby Bolton, Norma Goodman, Twila Dozier, Tina Overton, Pearl & Dugin Kincaid, Libby Tate, and others.

Special thanks to Jacob Gwin, Bob Tidwell, Arthur Hanes, and Monty Overton for preaching and teaching this week while Greg is in a gospel meeting in Johnson City, TN.

This Week:

· NO Children’s Bible drill before evening services today

· Evening services today at 6 o’clock

· Group 1 meets after services tonight

· Wednesday night Bible study at 7pm

· Our Thursday morning class meets at 10am   

· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ – on the Internet, Thurs, 8pm.  Tell others!

· There is a gospel meeting at the congregation in Elkton this week (Sunday through Wednesday)

Figures for 2/24/08:  Sunday, Bstudy, 132; AM, 150; PM, 123; Wed. 110, Contrib., $3530

______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:

greggwin@bellsouth.net

























