Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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Narrow Mindedness
Are you narrow-minded? I am. At least, I have been accused of being that way. And I don't think the one making the accusation intended it as a compliment. My dictionary says narrow-minded means "lacking in tolerance or breadth of vision." If I understand that definition, one could be considered narrow-minded for one of two things: failing to see the whole picture or rejecting what he does not consider to be the truth.
There is a physical malady known as tunnel vision. Those who have it can see only straight ahead; peripheral vision is lost. That well describes the first kind of narrow-minded person. He focuses on only part of the truth, ignoring other facts that must be considered.
By this definition we could justifiably call narrow-minded those who believe in salvation by faith only. Such folks typically lock in on a passage that teaches the essentiality of faith, John 3:16 for example. They then act as though that verse is the sum total of revelation on the subject of salvation. Many others ought to be included. There are, in fact, dozens of things to which the Bible attributes salvation.
In your study, always consider all the Bible has to say on a subject. You do not want to be narrow-minded in this sense.
Now to the second kind of narrow-mindedness. If you think about it, truth is narrow. Understanding that is as simple as two plus two. How many truthful answers are there to the equation, 2+2'? Only one. There are an infinite number of wrong answers, only one right one. This principle applies in other fields as well.
The narrow-minded person in the second sense acknowledges the narrowness of truth. He would never accept alternate answers to 2+2 as "just your interpretation," nor would he say, "You believe it your way and I'll believe it mine." Such is a mockery of truth.
The application to religion should be obvious. God's word is truth (John 17:17) - knowable truth. "And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:32).
Questions such as "What is God's moral standard?" or "What must I do to be saved?" or "How should I worship God?" have an infinite number of wrong answers. Each has only one right answer - the one revealed in God's word.
Jesus said, "Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide, and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter by it. For the gate is small, and the way is narrow that leads to life, and few are those who find it" (Matthew 7:13-14).
The next time someone accuses you of being narrow-minded, and he means it in the second sense, tell him "Thank you." You have been complimented. Are you "broad-minded" enough to recognize it?
- by Frank Himmel
_____________________________________________

A Question About ‘Modesty”

We recently received this question via email from a listener to ‘The Virtual Bible Study’:

We know Christians who believe that modesty in the way we dress is a matter of judgment and other members cannot force their options on them.  In studying scriptures on dressing modestly with them, they argue that the term modesty in the Greek is meant in regards to the amount of gold and jewelry we wear.  Christians are expected to be modest only in this area of dress.  But that it has no tie to dressing “modestly” or clothing yourself properly.  Can you help answer this argument?  

This subject has become more of an issue with us since we have a child.  Last summer, our young son went swimming with other younger children from our church.  Some of the young girls (5 or 6) showed up in bikinis!  This has caused many questions from our son.  “Why was “Susie” showing her belly button?  Does this mean she is not a nice girl?  But she is a “Christian”?  I don’t understand.”  Certainly, these are young children.  But I see this being an issue in the future as these children grow up together.  It is hard to explain to him how someone can dress as the world, but still are considered a “faithful Christian” and member of our congregation.   

Here’s our answer:

I've also heard the argument that "modest" only pertains to wearing excessive clothing like expensive jewelry and clothes, etc.  The idea, it is claimed, is that we should not draw attention to ourselves through flashy or ostentatious clothing.  I agree that the term can apply to such things, and Christians definitely ought to avoid dressing that way.  But the word "modest" in the  original  Greek  language literally meant "to put in order, arrange, make ready."  In Wuest's word study, he suggests that "this orderliness must not extend merely to the relationship of the various articles of wearing apparel to one another, but also to the relationship of that apparel to her Christian character and testimony.  In other words, the apparel must be congruous with, fitting to, and consistent with what she is, a child of God."  Clearly, wearing clothes that are too little, too tight, or too revealing would be a violation of the principles of modesty, as well as wearing too much, to expensive, etc.
 But for those who want to quibble about the ancient vs. modern meaning of the word "modest", we should probably concentrate on the term "lasciviousness."  This is a "work of the flesh" which will keep people out of heaven (Galatians 5:19-21).  Lasciviousness involves those things which incite lewd or lustful emotions.  It is certain that modern swimsuits, shorts, halters, tank tops, bare midriffs, etc., would all fall into that category.  Christians who are concerned about avoiding lasciviousness will carefully avoid all such types of clothing.
 I commend your desire to instill the concept of modesty into your child at an early age.  This is very important and, sadly, is being neglected by many parents these days.  The world is becoming more and more wicked, and one of the manifestations of this is in the clothes people wear.  Unfortunately, Christians are allowing the world to set the standards for them and their children and are following right along into more and more immodesty.  It is a shame!

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .
One out of every three adults (33%) in the U.S. is classified as unchurched - meaning they have not attended a religious service of any type during the past six months.
- via Barna Research Online

Acts 2:47  ". . . and the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved."

_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“Better to be alone than to be in bad company.”

“He that will not command his thoughts will soon lose the command of his actions.”

“Few of us get what we deserve, and for most of us this is a good thing!”

“When you come upon temptation, turn to the right.”
______________________________________________
News from Collegevue . . .
May 13, 2007

Greetings on this Lord’s Day, and thanks for coming!  We especially appreciate all of our visitors.  We hope you will come again soon!

Continue to pray for the sick, including:  Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Kay Cook (now at home recovering from knee surgery), Clem & Norma Goodman, Freeman Riggins, Dugin Kincaid, Kim Futrell, and others.

Our sympathy is extended to William Toombs and his family in the death of his son-in-law last week.

This week:

· There will be a meeting of Bible class teachers this afternoon at 5:00 to make plans for our VBS.

· Evening services today at 6 o’clock.

· Group 2 meets after services tonight.

· The elders request a meeting with all of the song leaders following the services this evening.

· The ladies’ Bible class will meet tomorrow evening at the home of Tina Overton.

· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ will be on the Internet on Thursday at 8pm

· There will be a gospel meeting at the Mooresville Pike congregation next weekend (Fri. – Sun.) with Roger Williams preaching.  See bulletin board for details.

Coming up

· June 2nd has been set as a work day here at the church building, with clean up work to be done both inside and outside.

· Vacation Bible School:  July 9-13.

Figures for the week of  5/6/07:  Sunday, Bstudy, 141;  AM, 161; PM, 138; Wed., 126; Contrib., $2868


______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























