Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________

THE BEACON   -  Electronic Edition  -  5/29/2007
Honesty - Truth - Error

There are many good people in the religious world who are honestly mistaken, but when a man who is honestly mistaken hears the truth, one of two things must happen: he will cease to be mistaken or he will cease to be HONEST. If he does not obey the truth he will no longer be honest. If he does obey the truth he will no longer be mistaken. Honesty and error must separate when truth comes along. No man can be honestly mistaken if he has heard the truth!

- by Eugene Britnell

______________________________________________

Modern Dancing
In Old Testament times, dancing was a form of praise that did not mix the sexes nor excite the libido. I don't know what that dancing looked like, but I haven't seen any like it lately. Modern dancing is absolutely nothing more than a mimicry of the sex act (a private act reserved for the marriage bed—Heb. 13:4) put to music. If the band were not playing in the background, such movements and positions would be scandalous. The Bible says they are anyway.  Listed among the evident works of the flesh is lewdness. Lewdness (Greek aselgeia) is defined by Thayer as "wanton acts or manners, as filthy words, indecent bodily movements, unchaste handling of males and females, etc." Apply the latter part of that definition and we could be led to believe that Joseph Henry Thayer was watching the modern dance as he penned it.

Modern dancing is lewdness. Such is improper for a Christian (Rom. 13:13) and will prevent him from inheriting the kingdom of God (Gal. 5:21). 

- by J. S. Smith

______________________________________________

May A Christian Engage In Social Drinking?

Drunkenness is strongly condemned in God’s word. Paul wrote, “Let us walk honestly, as in the day, not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying…” (Rom. 13:13). “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these…drunkenness, revellings.” Paul further says, “They which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God” (Gal. 5:19-21). Here we find but two of the many passages where God gives attention to drunkenness. Are these references not enough to make any Christian avoid even the slightest connection with the great mocker, alcohol? Indeed, in this matter, every Christian has a responsibility to keep, not only himself circumspect, but to refrain from influencing others toward evil and its potentials.

But what about “social drinking” for the Christian? Let us observe the statements of Peter: “For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries” (1 Pet. 4:3). Please observe that Peter uses two different expressions, “excess of wine” and “banquetings.” I believe that Peter is showing that not only drunkenness is sinful, but also drinking parties. In fact, it is interesting to note in the NASV, the Greek word patios (which is translated, “banquetings” in the KJV) is translated “drinking parties.” So what does Peter say about those who engage in these parties of “social drinking?” He says the Christian should “no longer live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lust of men, but to the will of God” (1 Pet. 4:2). Social drinking of alcohol is living in “the flesh to the lust of men.”

Christians have no business engaging in “social drinking.” Christians have no business endorsing and upholding a practice that will destroy others. Some years ago, I was invited to speak at an AA meeting. At the end of the program, I was allowed to ask questions of the hundred or more in the audience. This was my question to those alcoholics: “How did you get started with alcohol?”  I was astounded by the answer. The resounding answer was, “through social drinking!”

- by W.R. Jones

_____________________________________________

A Word to Young Mothers (& Fathers)

The baby has cried and fussed all through the services. You have missed the whole notion of the sermon that the preacher was preaching. It’s next to impossible to concentrate on the spiritual things of worship. Your child has been a distraction to you, and based on the looks you got, to several others, too. You’re tired and frustrated and you wonder, ‘What’s the use? Why bother?”

We think there are answers to your unspoken questions. Here’s why you should bother to keep bringing your children to the Bible studies and worship services:

· You are in the process of instilling in your children the regular practice of attending the services. They will learn at a very early age that the right place to be is with God’s people at all of the appointed times. And, they will learn about God, too. If you think they are too young to be taught the Scriptures, you should take time to visit one of the pre-school Bible classes. You’ll be shocked at the level of knowledge that some of the kids possess. All of this early training may very well make the difference as to whether your child one day becomes a Christian or goes the way of the world.

· You are learning. If not from the sermon, you are learning some practical lessons in patience, self-control, self-denial, perseverance, discipline, and obedience to God. Remember that your time at the assembly does not have to be the “perfect” experience in order for you to gain from the time invested.

· Others are being taught by your wonderful example.  Sure, there may be some who cast those disgusted looks your way when the baby screams out or throws a toy two pews back. If they don’t understand what you’re trying to do (and the difficulties associated with doing it), then there’s probably something wrong with them, not you. You love God, you love your child, and you love the church. Right-thinking folks will love and respect you for your good work.

So, keep it up. When junior “acts out”, take him out promptly, teach him a lesson about proper behavior in worship (with a firm swat to the backside if necessary), and come back and join us in praising God. We want you here - don’t even think about staying away!

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

Only about half of Americans (45%) believe strongly that the Bible is accurate in all the principles it teaches. 

- via The Associated Press, 5/10/07

Psalms 119:172  "My tongue shall speak of thy word: for all thy commandments are righteousness."

_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“Always do the right thing . . . you know what it is.”

“If everyone’s doing it, it certainly doesn’t prove it to be the right thing.”

“Popularity wanes.  Fame and fortune are fleeting.  Reputation remains.”

“To be successful in business and life, follow the higher standard of ‘is it right?’  Those who follow this standard live richer, fuller lives and achieve success that lasts.”

“We cannot do everything at once, but we can do something at once.”

“Postponed obedience is disobedience.”

“We put into practice what we really believe; all the rest is just religious talk.”

______________________________________________
News from Collegevue . . .

May 27, 2007

As we move into the busy summer season, it is important to remember our spiritual duties to the Lord, including faithful attendance at all of the assemblies.  You’ve made a good start by being here today.  Keep up the good work!

We extend a special welcome to all of our visitors.  Please come again soon!  Our other service times are listed below.  Please come!

Continue to pray for the sick, including:  LeAnn Shelton (on bed rest until her baby comes in July), Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Monty Overton’s father, Freeman Riggins, Dugin Kincaid, Kim Futrell, and others.

Odis Haley has moved.  Update your directory to show him at 4073 New Hwy 96 W, Franklin, TN  37064; phone 215-8494 (cell).

This week:

· Evening services today at 6 o’clock.

· Group 4 meets after services tonight.

·  ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ will be on the Internet on Thursday at 8pm

Coming up:

· June 2nd workday at the church building

· Vacation Bible School:  July 9-13, Mon. – Fri., 7pm, with classes for kids and adults

Figures for the week of  5/20/07:  Sunday, Bstudy, 149;  AM, 161; PM, 148; Wed., 131; Contrib., $3441


______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























