Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________

THE BEACON   -  Electronic Edition  -  5/8/2007
What Does Legalism Mean?

Currently, "legalism" is a popular subject. Some are avowed "anti-legalists," and have, no doubt, converted many to their "anti-legalism." But just exactly what do they mean by "legalism"? We often are made to wonder if all those who firmly preach anti-legalism are agreed as to the meaning of legalism?  Let us consider three possible meanings of the term in question. By so doing, we can determine the scripturalness or unscripturalness of each legalism.

(1) Does legalism mean strict adherence to God's law? If this is the meaning of the term, it represents a scriptural principle. Jesus told His disciples: "What things soever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven . . ." (Matt. 16:19 and 18:18). To this end the "Spirit of truth" came to guide them unto all the truth (John 16:13). In this sense Jesus and His ambassadors were legalists. But where does this place the anti-legalists? It puts them in direct opposition to the authority of Christ. Furthermore, this meaning of legalism renders the anti-legalist a double-minded man. He refuses to accept the idea that anything is bound in religion - with one major exception, Anti-legalism! He reminds us of the skeptic who says that the only possible truth is the truth that there can be no possible truth! (?) So if the doctrine of legalism is defined as "strict adherence to God's law," it is scripturally sound. Let modern thinkers (?) say what they will, it is still God’s will that, "This is the end of the matter: all hath been heard: fear God and keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of man" (Eccl. 12:13).

(2) If legalism is the disposition to make laws where God has made none, it is unscriptural. Consistent with the statement of Jesus cited above (Matt. 16:19 and 18:18), it is unscriptural to bind law when such has not been bound in heaven (and thus recorded in the New Testament). In this case, all who believe in and submit to the supreme authority of God's word are anti-legalists! That is to say, we are opposed to making and binding laws not bound in heaven. This type of legalism is a form of unbelief in that it assumes that God's laws do not go far enough.

(3) If legalism is depending on works of merit in order to be saved, legalism is unscriptural.  We object to the idea that man can earn his salvation. Such a doctrine makes void the cross of our Lord. However, at the same time we must affirm that God's grace is received by man's obedience. Thus Peter wrote: "Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth . . ." (1 Pet. 1:22).

Our brief discourse has only touched the surface of an area that needs our careful investigation. We need to be as precise as possible when we employ terms that might have varied meanings.  Tell us exactly what you mean, then we can search the Scriptures to see if these things are so. Will the real anti-legalists please stand up-and tell us what you mean?

-by Warren E. Berkley (edited for length)
_______________________________________________
The Mission Of The Church
It is not the mission of the church to furnish amusement for the world or even for its own members. Innocent amusement in proper proportion has its place in the lives of normal people, but it is not the business of the church to furnish it. The church would come off a poor second if it undertook to compete with institutions established for the express purpose of entertaining people. It would make itself ridiculous if it entered into such competition.

Again, it is not the responsibility of the church as such to furnish recreation for its members. A certain amount of recreation is necessary to the health and happiness of the individual. All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy, it is said, and rightly said; but it is not the function of the church to furnish the play. The church was not established to feature athletics.

Rather it emphasizes the principle that "bodily exercise is profitable for a little; but godliness is profitable for all things; having promise of the life which now is and of that which is to come." 1 Timothy 4:8. Sometimes one would conclude, from the emphasis given to recreation, that godliness is profitable for a little, and that bodily exercise is profitable for all things.

For the church to turn aside from its divine work to furnish amusement and recreation is to pervert its mission. It is to degrade its mission. Amusement and recreation should stem from the home rather than the church. The church, like Nehemiah, has a great work to do; and it should not come down on the plains of Ono to amuse and entertain.

As the church turns its attention to amusement and recreation, it will be shorn of its power as Samson was when his hair was cut. Only as the church becomes worldly, as it pillows its head on the lap of Delilah, will it want to turn from its wonted course to relatively unimportant matters. 

- by B. C. Goodpasture,  Gospel Advocate, 1948
_____________________________________________________

Again, I say to you, with caution and thought, that it is not the work of the church to furnish entertainment for the members. And yet many churches have drifted into such an effort. They enlarge their basements, put in all kinds of gymnastic apparatus, and make every sort of an appeal to the young people of the congregation. I have never read anything in the Bible that indicated to me that such was a part of the work of the church. I am wholly ignorant of any Scripture that even points in that direction." 
- by N. B. Hardeman,  Tabernacle Sermons, Vol. 50

_____________________________________________

Least Objectionable Option?

At an assembly of the Presbyterian Church the delegates approved a “compromise policy statement” on the subject of abortion. It says: “The Presbyterian Church (USA) does not advocate abortion, but instead acknowledges circumstances in a sinful world that may make abortion the least objectionable of difficult options.”

Analyze the statement for a moment. It is one of the finest examples of “situation ethics” mentality that you may ever see. These folks admit that abortion is wrong, but then argue that in some situations there may be no acceptable alternative. In other words, there are simply some instances when a person cannot do right. There are times when you must chose between the “lesser of two evils”.

God’s word denies this concept completely. There is never a justifiable reason to do wrong. 1 Corinthian 10:13 says: “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” If you need more proof, consider all the faithful servants of God throughout the centuries of time. Think of Noah, Noses, Elijah, and others who endured difficult and trying times, yet remained loyal to God. Early Christians suffered intense persecution but were steadfast in their service to the Lord. The ultimate example is Jesus who “did no sin” and “left us an example that ye should follow in his steps” (1 Peter 2:21,22).

And so, the Presbyterians have missed it. But, be careful about judging them without first looking at your own life. Too many Christians too often excuse their spiritual neglect by using similar reasoning. (“I know I should be more faithful in attendance, but I’ve been so busy at work...“, or “I know what I did was wrong, but I just couldn’t help it under the circumstances.. .“)  Wrong is always wrong.  Faithfulness to God requires making right choices - and it is never a matter of choosing “the least objectionable option”.

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .
“The Center for Media and Public Affairs’ new study found that sexual content is featured once every four minutes on network TV, with 98% of all sexual content having no subsequent physical consequences, 85% of sexual behavior having no lasting emotional impact, and that nearly 75% of the participants in sexual activity were unmarried.”

- via National Catholic Register

2 Timothy 2:22  "Now flee from youthful lusts, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart."

_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“The measure of a man is seen in the things which he allows to annoy him.”

“A person who can’t lead and won’t follow is really nothing more that a roadblock.”
______________________________________________
News from Collegevue . . .
May 6, 2007

Our visitors are specially welcomed today – thanks for coming!  We want you to know that you are our honored guests, and we’d love for you to come again as soon as possible.  Our other meeting times are listed below.

Continue to pray for the sick, including:  Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Kay Cook (now at home recovering from knee surgery), Clem & Norma Goodman, Freeman Riggins, Dugin Kincaid, Kim Futrell, and others.

NEW MEMBERS:  We are happy to report that Bob & Kelly Tidwell (along with sons Bryce, Caleb, & Ethan) have asked to be identified as members here at Collegevue.  Please make them feel welcome.  We will hopefully have directory info for you in next week’s bulletin.

Our new directory is printed and ready for you to take and use.  A copy for each family is on the table in the foyer.  Be sure to pick yours up.  There is a sign up sheet for those who might need an extra copy of the directory.

The elders will meet this afternoon at 4:30.  You are invited to meet with them at that time if you have any matters needing their attention.

Be sure to mark the dates of our Vacation Bible School, July 9-13.  Make your plans so as to avoid any conflict that week.

Remember to listen to ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ on the Internet each Thursday at 8pm – Tell Others!
Figures for the week of  4/29/07:  Sunday, Bstudy, 132;  AM, 142; PM, 141; Wed., 111; Contrib., $3527


______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























