Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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An Anecdote from “Raccoon” John Smith
In passing a Methodist camp meeting one day in September, John Smith stopped to watch a young Methodist preacher baptize a howling, rebellious infant by sprinkling water on the squirming body. When the service was concluded, he stepped to the front of the crowd and, identifying himself, took the preacher firmly by the arm and attempted to lead him toward the creek a few yards away. 
“What are you trying to do, Brother Smith?” the young preacher protested. “Are you out of your mind?” 
“What am I trying to do?” John affected deep surprise. “Why, sir, I am going to baptize you by immersion into the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to his commandment.” 
“But I have no desire for such baptism. I know of you; you are called `The Dipper.’ But you are not going to dip me. I’m a Methodist; let me go!” 
John tightened his hold on the man’s arm while the crowd watched, some in apprehension, others in amusement. “That is a scoffer’s blasphemy of a holy ordinance,” John said sternly. “Are you a believer?” 
“Of course I’m a believer,” the preacher said indignantly. “But I’m not willing to be immersed. It would do no good for you to baptize me against my will. It would be wrong!” 
“I don’t understand,” John said. “Only a few minutes ago you baptized a helpless baby against its will, although it screamed and kicked. Did you get its consent first? Come along, sir, we will have no more of this foolishness.” 
The crowd broke into open laughter, and John gave the young preacher a quick pull toward the creek, and then as suddenly released him. 
- by Louis Cochran
______________________________________________

The Next Generation

As Solomon looked at life under the sun, he observed that "One generation passes away, and another generation comes; But the earth abides forever" (Ecclesiastes 1:4). With the passing of each generation, knowledge, values and even faith are handed down from the older to the younger. Paul thanked God for the "genuine faith" of Timothy, which he says, "dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also" (II Timothy 1:5).

Sometimes the older generation does not do a goodjob of transmitting what it should to the generation that follows. Sometimes the younger generation refuses to receive what was left them by their forefathers. When this occurs, the consequences are almost always negative.

British anthropologist John D. Unwin conducted an in-depth study of eighty civilizations that have come and gone over a period of some four thousand years. He discovered that a common thread ran through all of them. In each instance, they started out with a conservative mind-set with strong moral values and a heavy emphasis on family. Over a period of time, the conservative mind-set became more and more liberal, moral values declined, and the family suffered. In each instance, as the family deteriorated, the civilization itself started to come apart; and in all eighty cases the fall of the Nation was related to the fall of the family. In most cases, that civilization fell within one generation of the fall of the family unit. 

The effectiveness of one generation in bringing along the next generation not only has ramifications for families and nations, it also has great ramifications for God's people. The reality is that the error that one generation accepts in moderation, the next will accept in excess. In this way, standards of personal morality, decisions regarding the work of the church, and doctrinal soundness can degrade tremendously from one generation to the next. There are churches which were once faithful that have changed so drastically from what they were a generation ago, that if someone from the previous generation rose from the dead and visited, they would think they had walked in on the worship assembly of a completely different religion.

The Psalms have a lot to say to us about the need to faithfully transmit God's truth from one generation to the next (cf. Psalm 22:30; 71:18; 78:4-6; 145:3-4). There is an especially poignant passage in Psalm 48:12-14, where faithful Israelites are instructed to "Walk about Zion, and go all around her. Count her towers; Mark well her bulwarks; Consider her palaces; that you may tell it to the generation following. For this is God, Our God forever and ever; He will be our guide Even to death." Just as the Israelites needed to know exactly how everything was to be in Zion so that they could pass the information on to the next generation, the older generation of today needs to know exactly how things are to be in the church in order to pass that information on to the next generation.

What will the church be like a generation from now? Much will depend on the job we do today of passing down truth, helping the young develop their abilities, and being examples of diligent laborers ourselves.

- by Steve Klein
_____________________________________________
‘Woman Fatally Bitten by Snake in Church’

This headline recently appeared in the Lexington Herald-Leader of Lexington, Kentucky.  The report told of a 48 year old woman who died after being bitten by a poisonous snake in a church meeting.  Linda Long was bitten by the snake at the East London Holiness Church.  Authorities noted that handling reptiles as part of a religious service is illegal in Kentucky.

Why would anyone do this!?!  What would prompt someone to touch a venomous snake, particularly in a worship assembly?  

This practice, unfortunately, is based upon a misinterpretation of a New Testament statement found in Mark 16:

"And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;  They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover." (vs. 17,18)

This promise was made by Jesus.  Note that it also included the drinking of poisons, and occasionally you hear of someone attempting that practice as well.  The problem is that these folks fail to take the statement in context.  The passage goes on to say:

"So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. {20} And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen."  (vs. 19,20)

It is clear that the miraculous signs of the 1st Century were intended for the purpose of revealing and confirming the gospel message.  Once that work was completed, the Scriptures teach that miracles ended (1 Cor. 13:8-13).

Those who practice snake handling do so, as in the case of Linda Long, at their own peril.  There is NO promise from God that they will be kept safe.

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .
Opinions about the nature of homosexuality have changed slightly since 2003. Today, somewhat more Americans believe that homosexuality is innate (from 30% in 2003 to 36% now) and that homosexuality cannot be changed (from 42% to 49%). But the majority of the public still rejects the idea that homosexuality is something that people are born with, and see it instead as either a product of the way people are brought up (13%) or as "just the way that some people prefer to live" (38%). 

Although the number of Americans who see homosexuality as something people are born with has increased only modestly since 2003, this view is now much more widely held among certain groups in the population than it was three years ago. There has been a double-digit increase since 2003 in the view that homosexuality is innate among college graduates (from 39% to 51%), liberals (46% to 57%), mainline Protestants (37% to 52%) and among those who seldom or never attend church (from 36% to 52%). 

- via The Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, 8/3/06

Romans 1:26-28  "For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: {27} And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompense of their error which was meet. {28} And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;"

_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“If you haven’t received everything you deserve – be thankful!”

“Those who think the Gospel is too hard to understand need to be reminded that it was first preached by simple fishermen.”

______________________________________________
News from Collegevue . . .
June 3, 2007

We’re very grateful for the presence of every worshipper today.  Thanks for coming!  We especially welcome all of our visitors, and we invite you to come again real soon!

Continue to pray for the sick, including:  LeAnn Shelton (on bed rest until her baby comes in July), Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Freeman Riggins, Dugin Kincaid, Vicky Kincaid (recovering from surgery), Kim Futrell, and others.

Thanks to everyone who helped with the work day here at the building yesterday.  We appreciate your efforts very much.  Thanks, too, to the deacons for organizing this work.

This week:

· The elders will meet this afternoon, at 4:30

· Evening services today at 6 o’clock.

· Group 4 meets after services tonight.

·  ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ will be on the Internet on Thursday at 8pm

· There are gospel meetings this week at Westvue (Murfreesboro), Locust Street (Mt. Pleasant), and Shelbyville Mills (Shelbyville).  See the bulletin board for details, and plan to attend.

Coming up:

· Vacation Bible School:  July 9-13, Mon. – Fri., 7pm, with classes for kids and adults

Figures for the week of  5/27/07:  Sunday, Bstudy, 125;  AM, 139; PM, 115; Wed., 134; Contrib., $3434


______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























