Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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“It’s Still There”

A debate was to be held at a certain time and place. As folks started to arrive on horseback and wagons, the building filled quickly. The proposition for discussion was, “Is Baptism necessary for one to be saved?” The Baptist debater was present; however, the debater from the church of Christ did not show up. What happened, an accident, bad weather, did he get sick? What should they do?

Finally, the elders of the local church asked the “oldest elder” present to take the place of the evangelist that was absent. “I am not a debater” the elder explained, but with pressure he agreed to debate the Baptist champion and to do the best he could.

With great eloquence the Baptist debater pressed that “baptism had nothing to do with salvation; it was faith only.” When the old elder got up for his speech he turned the pages of his New Testament to Mark 16:16 and read, “He that believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be dammed.” With this said, he sat down. With huge frustration at the shortness of the old elder’s remarks the Baptist champion took his allotted time and again preached “faith only.” When it was the old elder’s turn again for his speech, he slowly turned the pages of his New Testament and found Mark 16:16. With his thin old finger pointing to Mark 16:16, he looked up at the packed house and stated, “Yup, it’s still there.” With this affirmation, enormous good humored laughter filled the meeting house. The debate was over. With open Bibles the crowd of plain, honest people went their own ways.

The Bible does not change. The Word of God, however, will change the hearts of honest men. We must remember and heed: “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him; the words that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48). 

— by Donald R. Fox, edited

___________________________________________________

The Same, More, and Better

First Thessalonians may be the first of Paul’s letters (the date of Galatians is uncertain). He wrote it from Corinth, just three stops down the road after having established the church at Thessalonica during his second preaching trip. It is a letter of encouragement and reminders to a very young church. Three verses encapsulate the overall message.

“Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing” (5:11).

“Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as you actually do walk), that you excel still more” (4:1).

“Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another; for indeed you do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you brethren, to excel still more” (4:9-10).

What was Paul’s message? In spiritual matters, keep doing what you are doing, do more of it, and do it better.

When you get a little tired and are tempted to let someone else do the job, or when you are a bit discouraged because your work is not yielding the fruit you wish  to see, let Paul whisper his encouragement: “Keep doing what you are doing.”

When you begin to feel satisfied on the basis of a few things you are doing or improvements you have made in your conduct, remember Paul’s challenge: “Excel still more.” Never allow yourself to be content with a minimal effort. Be like the Good Samaritan, whose attitude was always “what else can I do?”

When you get to thinking there is no room for improvement (one indication of that is turning a deaf ear to almost every criticism or suggestion), recall Paul’s admonition: “Do it better.”

Keep doing what you are doing, do more of it, and do it better. That is timeless advice.
- by Frank Himmel

_____________________________________________________

How Will I Spend My 75 Years?

Statisticians tell us that the average life span is now around 75 years. A few years ago, someone went to the trouble to research what people do with their time. If we live to be 75, most of us will have spent:

· 3 years, 24 hours a day, acquiring an education —grade school, high school, college.

· 7 years eating, 24 hours a day — some more, some less, obviously.

· 14 years, day and night, working. 

· 5 years riding in automobiles or airplanes.

· 5 years talking with each other — again some more and some less.

· 1 year sick or recovering from sickness.

· 24 years of our life sleeping!

· 3 years reading books, magazines, and newspapers.

· 12 years amusing ourselves — watching TV, going to the movies, fishing, etc.

That totals to 75 years. As I looked at these statistics I began thinking. Let us suppose that you spent every Sunday of your life, for 75 years — through infancy, childhood, adulthood, old age — worshipping during two church services each Lord’s day. Now if you did, how much time would you have spent worshipping God? Figure it out — the answer is less than 11 months.  Let’s double it because you have always attended two Bible classes a week. If you have never missed a Bible class in all your life, that still just totals 11 months.  Think about that — 5 years in an automobile and just 22 months in church! Twelve years amusing ourselves in front of a TV, and just 22 months in church. And that is if you have always attended and never missed!  That tells us a little bit about the brevity of time and our priorities in life.

- by Melvin Newland (edited)

_____________________________________________
Working With Elders

Hebrews 13:17 says:
"Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you." 
When the writer mentions those "that have the rule over you," it is a clear reference to the elders. 1 Timothy 5:17 speaks of "elders that rule well."  Now, what are we to do in respect to the elders?  “Obey them ... and submit yourselves."

In what areas should we obey and submit to the elders?  - in matters of faith and doctrine?  Absolutely not - at least not if they teach or instruct us in anything that is different from the word of God (Galatians 1:8,9).  We should always "obey God rather than men" (Acts 5:29).  And so, our submission in matters of faith and doctrine is to the Lord, and not to any man (2 John 9-11).

It seems then that the only area where the elders have decision making power - to which we must submit - is in matters of judgment.  In the work of any local congregation there will be many judgments to make about our collective work.  Where?  When?  Who?  And to some extent, How?  These are all questions that must be decided.  Now, the elders ought not to attempt to be "lords over God's heritage" (1 Peter 5:3).  We would hope that they are constantly seeking the input of every faithful member as such decisions are made.  But when the final judgment is made - whether it was in agreement with our own personal judgment or not - we have a command: "Obey them ... and submit yourselves."
The next time you are tempted to question some decision of the elders, or to argue for your own point-of-view, think again about the instruction of Hebrews 13:17.  If it is a matter of faith or doctrine, then be ready to stand firmly for what is right.  But if it is an area of judgment, give in quickly to the decision that has been made, humbly submitting yourself.

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .
Over 6 hours a day are spent by the average American family either watching movies, television or videos. Dick Rolfe, movie and television specialist and head of the Dove Foundation remarks "…when you spend that much time watching something, you have just developed new role models and a new window on life. And I think that's the destructive value of some television and movies… [viewers] get the wrong impression and a distorted view of what life is really like.”

- via ChristianAnswers.net 
2 Corinthians 10:5  "… bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;"

_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“Truth ever gains, and error uniformly loses, by discussion.”   - Alexander Campbell

“We cannot hold a light for another’s path without brightening our own way.”

______________________________________________
News from Collegevue . . .

July 22, 2007
“Visitors are always welcome; members are always expected.”  That’s what’s been said for years, and it’s still true.  We’re glad you are here!

Continue to pray for the sick, including: Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Mary Riggins, Freeman Riggins, Dugin Kincaid, Kim Futrell, and others.

New Members:  We welcome Steve & Kathie Fuston to the Collegevue family – please make them feel welcome.  Add this information to your directories: 305 W. 6th Street, P.O. Box 1112, Columbia, TN  38402-1112; phone 388-8024.

Update your directories with this contact info for Betty Prentice: 1419 Spainwood St., Columbia, TN  38401; phone 388-7287

Special thanks to Jacob Gwin, Bob Tidwell, Mike Johnson, and Gordon Meade for preaching and teaching while Greg was in a meeting at Oolitic, Indiana, last week.

This Week:

· Evening services today at 6 o’clock

· Group 4 meets after services tonight

· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ will be at 8pm on Thursday evening.  

· There is a gospel meeting this week at the New Hope congregation in Fairview.  Check the bulletin board for details.

Figures for the week of  7/15/07:  Sunday, Bstudy, 139;  AM, 154; PM, 127; Wed., 145; Contrib., $3736

______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























