Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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We Can Make Angels Happy

In Luke 15: 8-10 Jesus spoke of a woman who turned her house up​side down until she found a coin, and then called her friends together for a party:

”What woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and seek diligently until she finds it? And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece which I lost!’  Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

Why was it so important to her? Why such joy? Was it just the money? Some study Bibles suggest more. The drachma, was “often worn in a ten-piece garland by married women” (NKJV). It may have been a part of the dowry the woman brought to her marriage.

It was of tremendous value to her, and recovering it was reason for celebration. How valuable is a single soul to Jesus? He died to find us and bring us out of the dark house that is sin, to the celebration of new life. “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). And the joy extends all the way to heaven itself!

- by Robert Hines

______________________________________________

Our Young People Are Not Being Taught

Some time ago a preacher said to me: “Our young people are not buying the old arguments against instrumental music.” I replied: “No, our young people are not hearing the old arguments against instrumental music.”  Some of them are soft on the issue of instrumental music - not because they have rejected what they have been taught, but because they have never been taught at all. They do not understand the principles involved. They have never heard the old arguments relating to Bible authority, speaking where the Bible speaks, and remaining silent where the Bible is silent. They have grown up in ‘socialized’ churches where the youth program was strong, but the teaching program was weak. They were never exposed to “book, chapter, and verse” preaching. Some of them grew up on a style of preaching in which the favorite text was “what is wrong with the church.” The old preachers, the old ways, and the old message, so dear to many of us, became to them an object of scorn and laughter, as they were incited to mirth by a new breed of preachers and youth specialists. It is little wonder that some have abandoned the church in our day!

- selected

_______________________________________________

Talking To Others About The Lord

We tend to talk with others about those things that are of the greatest interest to us. Golfers like to talk about golf, musicians about music, and hunters about hunting.

The point here is this: Do Christians like to talk about Christ, the church, and the Bible? How committed are we about who we are and what we are? It is not necessary to be overbearing with other people in order to let them know that we are enthusiastic about the Christian life. There was a time when people spoke freely about Bible topics on the job, in their neighborhoods, and among their friends, but those occasions today are certainly becoming more rare. Some are reluctant to discuss the Bible because it is no longer fashionable to do so, some cannot discuss the Bible because of lack of knowledge and some decline to discuss the Bible because they simply have no interest. Nevertheless, there are still many opportunities. Many would still be interested in a conversation which began with one of the following statements:

“I was reading my Bible last night, and! came across something I had never noticed before . . .”

“Last Sunday, the preacher brought out a very interesting point in his sermon. . .”

“My wife (or husband) and I found some Biblical principles that have really helped our marriage. . .”

“We have been through some difficult times, but our faith in God and His word have really sustained us. . .”

A great many people still wish to know more about God and his will. Most would admit to a desire to know more about the Bible. If we are truly committed and if we approach people in the right way, there still are many who have an open heart to a study of the Scriptures.

- selected

_____________________________________________

Symptoms of Hunger

We all know how irritable we become when we are hungry. Short-tempered, unreasonable, impatient, self-centered and mean spirited are only a few of the adjectives which could often describe our nature when hunger strikes.

What most fail to realize is that the same symptoms can be manifested when we are not receiving the spiritual food that we need.

- selected

_____________________________________________

Parents: Consistency is a Key!

All godly parents are concerned about bringing up their children to be good, God-fearing people. In fact, we are commanded to do so (Ephesians 6:4).

There are lots of negative influences in the world that make this an increasingly difficult job. We worry about the impact of the schools, peer pressure, wickedness in the media, etc. In the face of all these forces that seek to ruin our kids, how can we succeed in teaching and training them to do what is right?

While there are many Scriptural principles that might be mentioned here, we want to emphasize just one --consistency. A key in bringing up faithful children is to be consistent.

An obvious area where this consistency needs to be seen is in attendance at the assemblies. If you allow your kids to miss the worship services in order to be at a ball game, you are teaching them that the ball game is more important than the Lord. If you let them skip the assemblies for school functions, band trips, dramas or plays, or to go camping, fishing or hunting, in all of these ways you are demonstrating that there are things that are more important than God. If you fail to worship when you are traveling or on vacation, you are showing them that serving God is something you do only when it is convenient. If you let them take part-time jobs that interfere with their attendance, you are giving them a clear sign that work and career considerations are higher in priority than spiritual things.

Many parents who are violating the principles stated above will scoff at these warnings. Yet the personal experiences of many people, as well as the plain teachings of God’s Word indicate that this is the truth.

Joshua had it right when he said, “as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). There would be no compromise in his family. He would LEAD them in a consistent, faithful path. Let’s imitate his example of consistency!

                       - by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . . 
Reasons Americans gave forgetting a divorce:


Communications problems
64%


Spouse’s infidelity
58%


Constant fighting 
58%


Emotional abuse
52%


Falling out of love
49%


Unsatisfactory sex
45%


Spouse didn’t make enought money
31%


Physical abuse
28%


Falling in love with someone else
22%


Boredom
22%

- via The Day America Told The Truth
Matthew 19:9  "And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery."
_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
"You can't be envious and happy at the same time."

“Our attitude towards things is likely to be more important than the things themselves.”

“The quickest way to correct the other fella’s attitude is to correct your own.”

______________________________________________
News from Collegevue . . .

August 31, 2008
Our warm greeting is extended to every worshipper on this Lord’s Day.  We especially welcome all of our visitors.  We hope you will accept our invitation to return again at your earliest opportunity

Continue to pray for the sick, including: Jerry Riggins, Gladys Simmons, Norma Goodman, Twila Dozier, Libby Tate, Paige Simpson (Judy Counts’ niece), and others.

Parents: be sure to pick up a copy of the children’s bulletin today.

Our gospel meeting with James Hahn begins two weeks from today.  Be making your plans to attend every service, and invite others to come with you.  Flyers for the meeting have been printed, and are on the table in the lobby.  A meal list for the preacher and his wife is on the bulletin board.

Please pray for our college students who have headed off to school, and pray for all of our young people as they face the challenges of a new school year.

This Week:

· Children’s Bible drill this evening at 5:40

· Evening services today at 6 o’clock, with an extra period of singing and two short talks by our men

· No group meeting after services tonight

· Wednesday night Bible study at 7pm

· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ on the Internet, Thurs, 8pm.
Figures for week of 8/24/08:  Sunday, Bstudy, 133; AM, 139; PM, 117; Wed., 125; Contrib., $3482

______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:

greggwin@bellsouth.net

























