Please join us for "The Virtual Bible Study" on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________ 
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Conservative!

To distinguish between brethren who hold to a "thus-saith-the-Lord" and those who are loose in their attitude toward authority, the words liberal and conservative have become quite common. It may be that we come to think of ourselves as "conservative" merely because we oppose human institutions attaching themselves to the Lord's church, refuse to see the Lord's church turned into a social club, and maintain that elders are to oversee "the flock of God among them." But there is a great deal more to being "conservative" – in our attitude toward authority in all aspects of our lives.

Probably the area in which a lack of respect for authority is manifest most on the part of those who claim to be "conservative" is in day-to-day living. Christians who use bad language and tell off-color jokes lack a proper respect for authority no matter what else they oppose, and thus they are not really "conservative."

Those who fail to adorn themselves in modest apparel when they appear in public, do not respect divine authority and, therefore, are not conservative no matter what claims they may make!

Looking for perfection? No, sir, but for people who are trying their best. How much effort do you make to "let your speech be always with grace seasoned with salt?" How much effort do you make to always appear in public places clothed in such a manner that people are impressed with the fact that you walk with the Lord? How much effort do you make to always tell the truth, never to be dishonest in anyway, to always say what ought to be said about other people?

How "conservative" are you?

- by Aude McKee

___________________________________________________

"Fellowship Halls"

Many churches today build what they call "fellowship halls" or "fellowship buildings" (and now "family life centers") to accommodate their social and recreational activities, and even hire "fellowship ministers" to plan and supervise such activities. But such activities fall outside of the realm of scripturally authorized congregational work. The Greeks and the Romans were very much into feasting, games, contests, exercise, and entertainment, and they built baths, pools, gymnasiums, theaters, and stadiums to accommodate such; but churches of the Lord were into assembling together for worship, teaching, exhortation, edification, and they provided places to accommodate such. They were primarily interested in glorifying God and saving lost souls. They did not resort to gimmicks and carnal means to attract or keep the people. The gospel of Christ and the blessings that come through it were all they had and all they needed to offer the world.

Churches in the New Testament did not employ such things, but how they grew! Theirs was a spiritual mission with eternity in view. All they had with which to attract the lost was the gospel of Christ, themselves as living examples of that gospel, a Savior who was willing and able to save, fellowship with God and the children of God, and the hope of eternal life in heaven. They did not resort to material gimmicks to attract and to hold the lost, nor should we. They knew the difference between their fellowship in Christ and what passes for "fellowship" in religion today. Let us emulate them.

- by Bill Crews

_____________________________________________________

Write Your 0wn Funeral

Have you ever wondered what the preacher will say at your funeral? The life that you live will determine what the honest preacher will say when the time comes. Make the correct selections below and see what your funeral sermon will sound like.
- The deceased (was, was not) a Christian, and we therefore (have, have not) a reasonable hope for him.

- His family (knew, never knew) him to be a man of prayer and sincere devotion to God.

- He was a person who regularly (attended, ignored) the worship services, and (could, could not) be counted upon to serve to the best of his ability for the Lord.

- He was (concerned, unconcerned) with the lost, the poor, the afflicted, and the homeless.

- He (loved, did not love) his fellow man, and it was evident in the way he treated him.

- He was (a true friend, two-faced) to those who trusted him and always made a real contribution to the (happiness, unhappiness) of people wherever he went.

- He (possessed, did not possess) honesty, integrity, humility, sincerity and dependability.

- He knew the truth and (tried, did not try) to obey it.

- He (was, was not) an asset to the church, his family, and God.

- We (will, will not) miss him very much because he (was, was not) the type of person everybody loved.

- He (did, did not) "fight a good fight, finish the course, keep the faith; henceforth there (is, is not) laid up for him a crown of righteousness."

Honestly, how would your funeral sermon read?

- by H. L. Collett

_____________________________________________

"For Our Good Always"

"And the Lord commanded us to observe all these statutes, to fear the Lord our God, for our good always, that He might preserve us alive, as it is this day" (Deut. 6:24).

In his final words to the Israelites, Moses re-counted the commands that God had given on Mt. Sinai. And, he urged them to realize that everything the Lord had commanded them to do was in their own best interest.

The subsequent history of Israel bears witness to the truthfulness of Moses' statement. So long as they faithfully followed God's will, things went well for them. But, when they neglected their duty and turned away from His law, they always suffered awful consequences.

The statement that Moses made so many years ago is still true today. Some may ask, "Why did God command this?", or "What is the purpose of that?" The simple answer is that it is for OUR good.

God did not make the rules just because He wanted to "flex" His divine power. He didn't order us to do various things simply to test us or torment us. Instead, He established His law because He knows us. He created us. He knows what is best for us. And, He desires that everything go well for us.

Think about some of God's laws, and see that they are "for our good always." Consider His prohibitions against drunkenness, adultery, lying, stealing, murder, etc. By keeping from these evils we are insuring our own well-being. Meditate upon His commands to study, pray, love our spouses and children, treat others as we want to be treated, etc. Each of these -when fully obeyed - leads to happiness and joy in our lives.

God loves us. His commands are a real manifestation of that love. Let us show our love for Him by obeying His law faithfully.

                       - by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________
Trends . . . 

20% of Americans say they would not consider voting for a presidential candidate whose position on abortion is different from their own.

53% of Americans say they don't need to know a presidential candidate's position on abortion before deciding their vote.

- via PollingReport.com

Proverbs 6:16-19  "These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: a proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, an heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, a false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren."

_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .

"Attitudes determine actions.  You are not what you think you are – what you think, you are!

"Well done is better than well said."           - Benjamin Franklin

"We are either the masters or the victims of our attitudes.  It is a matter of personal choice – blessing or curse."

"Man is the only know creature that can reshape and remold himself by altering his attitude."

______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

September 28, 2008

We are grateful for your interest in spiritual things and your commitment to Bible study and worship that has brought you here today.  You are an encouragement to us all.  We especially welcome our visitors, and we hope you will come again soon..

Continue to pray for the sick, including: Jerry Riggins, LeAnn Shelton, Gladys Simmons, Norma Goodman, Twila Dozier, Libby Tate, Rebecca Vernon's father, Pearl & Dugin Kincaid, and others.

Many thanks to Mike Smith for his many hours of work every week in preparing CDs and tapes. He has recently put in many hours of work to fill requests from our gospel meeting.  Be sure to pick up your CDs and/or tapes.

Thanks to Bob Tidwell, Britt Hanes, Monty Overton, and Arthur Hanes for preaching and teaching while Greg is in a meeting in St. Louis this week.

Today marks the last Sunday that Jacob & Nickie Gwin will be with us.  Jacob will assume the preaching duties at Bluff Springs near Lewisburg beginning next Sunday.  We'll miss them, and wish them all the best in these important new endeavors.  Thankfully, Jacob will continue to work with us on 'The Virtual Bible Study."

Remember the children's Bible drill class at 5:40 today (Gordon Meade will teach).  And also be sure to pick up a copy of the children's bulletin.

Check the board for gospel meetings in our area.

Figures for week of 9/21/08:  Sunday, Bstudy, 139; AM, 151; PM, 123; Wed., 126

______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com

email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net

contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:

greggwin@bellsouth.net
