Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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Can We Believe The Bible?

Question: What proof do we have that we can trust the Bible for everything it says.  The Bible has been handed down so many times.  The translation has been changed and everybody knows when you're passing on information the meaning never comes back the way it originated.  One word changed can change the whole meaning of the passage.  The Bible was written so long ago how do we know it's meaning is still the same and how do we know it's not just another man-made project.

Answer: As to the fact that the Bible has been handed down to us in the Hebrew Old Testament and the Greek New Testament through many hands and many centuries, let it be noted that the Bible is the best attested ancient book in the entire world.  There are literally thousands of copies of both the OT and the NT in their original languages which have come down to us--some of them extremely ancient.  For example, many copies of the Dead Sea Scrolls (Hebrew manuscripts of OT books) go back to the first century before the time of Jesus, others perhaps even a century earlier than that.  If we may trust that we have the works of Plato, Aristotle, Seneca, and the host of other ancient writers whose materials are not nearly so well attested, why would we not also be able to believe that we have the precise words of Christ and his apostles, as well as those of Moses and the old prophets?

As to whether the words were changed in the process of time and transmission to our day, you must remember that the transmitters (scribes) of ancient times were extraordinarily careful, believing that a curse from heaven was upon the one who would change even a single word of Holy Scripture (see Deut. 4:2; 12:32; Matt. 5:18; Rev. 22:18, 19).  But since mistakes did occasionally occur because of oversights and writing errors, it was the hundreds of other copies of the scripture that acted as a countermeasure to assure the mistakes could be corrected.  This process of establishing the original text has come to be called "the science of textual criticism."

The translation process itself is really the most convincing part.  Think of all the translations there are out there!  Literally hundreds of different ones in the English language alone.  Take a few translations and compare them side by side.  You know what happens?  You come up with very little difference between them.  Most only differ in the different ways of saying the exact same things!

- by Dan King (edited for length)

_____________________________________________

Concerning the Accuracy of the Bible

“In speaking of these supposed inaccuracies (of the Bible) we are of course referring to the original autographs and not to translations. Considerations of the subject of inspiration must be based upon the originals as now represented in the ascertained texts, always bearing in mind that extant manuscripts are copies of copies of the originals. . . Though the autographs themselves do not exist, the evidence goes to show that the resultant text arrived at by the collation of the best manuscripts practically represents the originals.

“The importance of most of the variations in the manuscript readings has been greatly exaggerated. Westcott and Hort tell us that the ‘proportion of words virtually accepted on all hands as raised above doubt is very great, not less, on a rough computation, than seven-eighths of the whole. As to the remaining eighth, the variations here are formed in great part by changes of order and other comparative trivialities.’ These writers further tell us that ‘the amount of what can in any sense he called substantial variation...can hardly form more than a thousandth part of the entire text.’ There is no doctrine in Scripture which would be affected if all the disputed words, or those about which there is any doubt, were omitted.” 

- W. E. Vine,  in ‘The Divine Inspiration of the Bible’

___________________________________________________

Concerning the Evidence for the New Testament

F. F. Bruce writes that there are about 5,000 Greek manuscripts of the New Testament, whole or in part, in existence and these constitute the most abundant manuscript evidence of any ancient book. He writes, “The evidence for our New Testament writings is ever so much greater than the evidence for many writings of classical authors (e.g., Julius Caesar’s  ‘Gallic Wars,’ Titus Livy’s ‘The History of Rome,’ and Tacitus’  ‘Histories’), the authenticity of which no one dreams of questioning.” 

- F. F. Bruce, The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable?

_____________________________________________

When Did Men Begin to Believe in the Inspiration of the New Tesament?

Some skeptics claim that there was a gradual evolving of thought concerning the Scripture - that only after a long period did these writings come to be regarded as an authoritative source.  That simply is not true.  

When the inspired men of the first century wrote, the product of their work was immediately acknowledged and accepted by those in the church.  They "continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine" (Acts 2:42) and they received those teachings "not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God" (1 Thessalonians 2:13).  These writings were "Scripture" before the ink had dried. (The word "Scripture" is used about 50 times in the New Testament and always refers to the written record of the will of God.  Thus, the word "Scripture" can be accurately applied to the things found in both the Old and New Testaments.)

Certainly there was a gradual process of spreading and distributing these writings around the world (Colossians 4:16).  Ultimately there was a compiling of these works into one book. (There is some evidence that compilations of the various books that make up our New Testament began as early as 115 A.D. - perhaps only a few years after the death of the last apostle).  But the actual writings were regarded as Scripture immediately.  Paul (writing in about 65 A.D.) quotes Luke's gospel and refers to it as Scripture (see 1 Timothy 5:18 and Luke 10:7).  Peter (in 66 A.D.) mentions Paul's writings and calls them Scripture (2 Peter 3:16).

We know that the inspired writings of the first century were widely circulated among Christians of that time (see Col. 4:16 and 1 Thess. 5:27).  It is clear that those earliest Christians held the sacred writings in highest esteem and regarded them as the basis of their religious authority.

                       - by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . . 
More than half of the states in the United States have casinos, and 48 states allow some form of legalized gambling …Americans gamble more money each year than they spend on groceries…There is a direct link between problem and pathological gambling and divorce, child abuse, domestic violence, bankruptcy, crime and suicide…Gambling is compulsive, addictive and progressive.  85% of the nation's young people are already gambling on everything from card games to sports teams to casinos and lotteries.  15% of these have been shown to be problem or pathological gamblers.


- via the National Gambling Impact Study Commission, sent to Congress on 6/18/99

Ephesians 4:28  "Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth."

_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
"In the school of experience, no one ever graduates.”

“Christians are like coals of fire: together they glow, apart they die out.”

“He who hates only punishes himself.”

“A poor listener seldom hears a good sermon.”

______________________________________________
News from Collegevue . . .

October 26, 2008
Thank you – your presence here is an encouragement to us all.  We are always very happy to have visitors here at Collegevue, and we greet all who are with us today.

Continue to pray for the sick, including: Jerry Riggins, Margaret Hood, LeAnn Shelton, Norma Goodman, Twila Dozier, Gladys Simmons, Libby Tate, and others. Also remember parents/relatives of these members: Rebecca Vernon, Sarah Toombs, Gordon Meade, Greg Gwin, and others.

Our sincere sympathy is extended to Ted Ring and to Warren Cook.  Both of these had sisters who died last week.  

We offer a special ‘thank you’ to Joel Gwin, Arthur Hanes, Monty Overton and Gordon Meade for preaching and teaching while Greg was in a gospel meeting in Indiana last week.  Also thanks to Tom Goodall for his work on the bulletin.

This Week:

· Children’s Bible drill this evening at 5:40 (Gordon Meade will be teaching)

· Evening services today at 6 o’clock

· Group 3 meets after services tonight

· Wednesday night Bible study at 7pm

· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ on the Internet, Thurs, 8pm.
· Check the bulletin board for gospel meetings.
Figures for week of 10/12/08:  Sunday, Bstudy, 131; AM, 140; PM, 122; Wed., 120; Contrib., $3033

______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:

greggwin@bellsouth.net

























