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Who Is Going To Heaven?





	We shall not contend for "my church" over "your church." We shall not


argue for "my creed" above "your creed." Rather, let Christ be above


all, in all, through all, and in all (Eph. 4:4-6). Let his blood and


body be our rest and our rescue, our reconciliation and our redemption


(Eph. 1:7). Let his cross be the measure of all sacrifice and salvation


(1 Cor. 1:18; Gal. 2:20; 6:14). We have no creed but him. We have no


church of our own, "For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of


his bones" (Eph. 5:30).


	With that understanding, let us inquire,"Who shall enter his kingdom,


both here and hereafter?" "Who is accepted by him?" "Who shall enter


that celestial city and be given access unto the tree of life that he


may live forever and ever?" Scripture replies thusly:





"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord shall enter into the


kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in


heaven" (Matt. 7:21).





"Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: But in every


nation he that feareth him and worketh righteousness is accepted with


him" (Acts 10:34, 35).





"Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to


the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city"


(Rev. 22:14).


					- by Larry Ray Hafley


________________________________________________





On Sowing And Plowing





	"They that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same" (Job 4:8)


"Ye have plowed wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity; ye have eaten the


fruit of lies" (Hos. 10:13). 


	If we have sown wickedness, let us not fertilize and cultivate it. Let


us plow it under and start over! Perhaps someone is reading these words


who is, at this moment, guilty of preparing ground for lust to germinate


and grow into sin (Jas. 1:13-15). Before it is too late, look above for


the harvest you will reap. No, it may not be tomorrow, and that is part


of the deceit of your present sowing and plowing. Because you are


tilling the ground of sin and no fruit yet has arisen, you think it will


never bloom and blossom to condemn you. But, it will! Indeed, as the


Spirit has said, "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap"


(Gal. 6:7). 


	Know this, too, that your plant, your fruit, will one day be "rooted


up," for, "Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall


be rooted up" (Matt. 15:13). Yes, a great uprooting day is coming and by


your fruits you will be judged. 


	Therefore, "Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns"


(Jer. 4:3). "Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up


your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the Lord, till he come and


rain righteousness upon you" (Hos. 10:12). 


					- by Larry Ray Hafley


________________________________________________





Some Parents Say . . .


	"We will not influence our children in making choices and decisions in


matters of religion!"





	But why not?


		The ads will!


		The press will!


		The movies will!


		The neighbors will!!


		The forces of sin will!


		The politicians will!!





	We use our influence over flowers, vegetables, catte, etc.  Shall we


ignore our own children?  May God forgive us if we do!


					- selected


_____________________________________________





Happiness





	Happiness comes from within, not from without.  The assurance that you


have done your duty will give you an ease of conscience and peace of


soul which we call "happiness."  True happiness can be found only in


those who have purified their souls by the refining power of God.  Do


your duty toward God, man, and yourself, and you will be happy.  The


early Christians were blessed with "joy unspeakable and full of glory"


-- they were happy, though many of them were imprisoned as vile


criminals.


					- C.R. Nichol


_________________________________________





Is Your Life "Too Hard?"





	On a return trip to Russia we were trying to encourage a family to be


faithful to the Lord.  The father, mother and teenage daughter had been


baptized two years before, but they had all been guilty of neglecting


the assemblies and showing a general lack of interest in serving the


Lord.


	As we discussed this unfortunate situation, they began to explain some


of the hardships of their life.  These included long working days, the


inconveniences of living in a country with a rapidly declining economy,


low pay, bad jobs, an inadequate apartment, sickness within the family,


the death of an elderly parent, etc.  All of these were offered as


reasons why it was hard for them to be faithful to the Lord.


	How would you have answered these folks?  I must tell you that it


wasn't an easy task.  They look at us with our lives of relative comfort


in America and can easily say, "you don't understand." In honesty, we


certainly don't know the hardships they are suffering.


	But, the answer is available to their problem.  What they need to


realize is that serving the Lord is not an extra burden to be added to


their already difficult lives.  In fact, being a faithful Christian is


actually a way of lifting the loads of life from us.  We gain an


"eternal perspective" that helps us to realize that this life is short


and its problems are only temporary.  It gives us hope when everything


else around us is uncertain.


	We tried to help them see that living for God was an answer to their


problems.  I hope we succeeded, and that in time they will return to the


Lord.


	As I reflect on this, I know that there are some here that have the


same mistaken thinking.  They view their service to God as a burden


rather than a blessing.  If that describes you, then think again. 


Living for God is not the problem, it is the solution!


					- by Greg Gwin


______________________________________________





Trends . . .


	An article in the Houston Chronicle reported on a recent survey showing


that 80% of those who responded believe the Bible to be the most


influential book in human history.  90% of those surveyed said they


owned a Bible, and 75% said they had more than one.  But 19% admitted


that they never read the Bible and 26% more said they rarely read it.


_____________________________________________





Some quotes worth pondering . . .





"You are not the first to have happen to you whatever it is that is


happening."





"Lord, forgive me when I look at the world of lost and suffering men and


women and children with eyes that are not moist."





"It takes a great man to be a good listener."





"The ones who pull the oars don't have time to rock the boat."





"He that is good for making excuses, is seldom good for anything else."


- Benjamin Franklin


______________________________________________





News from Collegevue . . .


October 1, 2000


	So glad to see you today!  Thanks for joining us in the worship of


God.  No other pursuit in life can compare in importance to serving


Him.  Keep up the good work!


	We especially welcome our visitors today.  Questions? Need our help


with a spiritual problem?  Want to study the Bible?  Let us know how we


can assist you.  And, please come again soon!


	Please listen closely to the announcements today for all the latest


"news" about the sick, etc.   This bulletin has been prepared in advance


due to Greg being in a gospel meeting last week in St. Louis.


	Pray for Larry Paden and his preaching work in Mexico.  Lord willing,


he should return home on Tuesday.


	On Wednesday, Jim Dark, Jim Deason, Ken Weleiver, Gary Kerr, and David


Deason will be leaving for Almaty, Kazakhstan.  Pray for them as they


make special efforts to reach a large number of people with the gospel


message.


	Our own gospel meeting is rapidly approaching.  Bill Hall will be with


us November 9,10,11.  The emphasis of this meeting will be on the issues


of "institutionalism" that have divided churches of Christ in the last


40 - 50 years.  Think of some of your acquaintances who might especially


benefit from such a study, and invite them to come with you.


	The children's Bible drill will meet at 5:40 today.  The ladies' Bible


class meets on Thursdays at 10am.  Don't miss out on these good


opportunities.


_______________________________________________





"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN,


and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper"


bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this


material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give


proper credit to the respective authors.





- Greg Gwin


        ggwin@edge.net
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