Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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Bible Reading

Christians, do you read the Bible in your families every day?  Do you read it in your closet every day?  And do you read it not to quiet your conscience as a work of penance; but do you read it as a pleasure anxiously to be sought after?  If you do, I need not tell you what utility, pleasure, and happiness is in the blessed employment.  But if you do not, you may rest assured there is something greatly wrong, which, if it is not abandoned, subdued, or vanquished soon, will cause you sorrows, if not agonies, when you will be less able to conflict with them than at present.  Resolve this moment, I pray you, that you will begin today to read the Bible, to enjoy God and Christ and the hope of immortality.  "Let not mercy and truth forsake thee, bind them about thy neck, write them upon the table of thine heart; so shalt thou find favor and good understanding in the sight of God and man" (Proverbs 3:3,4).  Then will you say with Solomon, "Happy is the man that findeth wisdom and the man that getteth understanding: for the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold.  She is more precious than rubies, and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared with her.  Length of days is in her right hand, and in her left hand riches and honor: her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace" (Proverbs 3:13-17). "Begin today: 'tis madness to defer." The religious world -- I mean the great majority of all professors -- are Bible neglecters. Their ignorance, prejudice, and error show it.  I beseech you, daily, habitually, constantly, prayerfully read the Bible in its proper connections, and you will grow in grace as you grow in the knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ our Lord.  The Lord will bless you, as he has said, in this deed. Read James 1:22-25, and may you prove it true!

- by Alexander Campbell

The Millennial Harbinger, January, 1839

_______________________________________________

Plain Preaching

It is the solemn duty of every gospel preacher to proclaim the message of Christ “plainly.” When our lessons are shrouded in ambiguity they do little or nothing for the people. As the old saying goes, “you must put the salve where the sore is.” To do less is to fail in our duty toward God and man.

The teachings of our Lord were both “positive” and “negative.” If I proclaim His message “plainly,” then my lessons will be the same. Timothy, the evangelist, was admonished: “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince (reprove -KJV), rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching” (2 Tim. 2:4). It may come as a shock to some that two-thirds of this instruction about teaching is in the negative. As an evangelist, I must “tell it like it is,” whether the people like it or not.

When error is exposed there are always three groups of people who get very upset.

1) Those who are involved in unscriptural beliefs and practices. Naturally, they don’t want their deeds exposed.

2) Those who claim they don’t go along with the unscriptural practices of others, but they are in sympathy with the advocates of the error. Regardless of how carefully an evangelist goes about exposing error, regardless of how much love and kindness he uses, it is never “handled right” in the eyes of those who sympathize with the evil doer. They are like the Jews who, even after Jesus told them “plainly,” were not happy with the answer.

3) There are some who get upset about error being exposed because they honestly think Jesus never did that. Obviously, such people have not read the life, works, and teachings of Christ. Of course, it could be that they have read it, but just don’t want to believe it.

- by W.R. Jones

_____________________________________________

Church Problems

We can state categorically that every church has problems. This has been true ever since Pentecost. There’s plenty of information in the New Testament about a host of problems that plagued the first century churches. Congregations today still struggle with a variety of problems. What should we do when these problems arise? Here are some suggestions:

1) Seriously analyze the situation. Don’t just grumble and complain. Don’t engage in sinful gossip and tale bearing. Really try to understand the problem. And, never forget that there are always two sides to every story! Be sure to get all of the facts before jumping to a conclusion.

2) Determine the proper solution to the problem:

- Is it a matter of doctrine? Is something false being taught or practiced? Are there specific individuals who are not behaving properly? If so, then go to the source and address the issue directly (Mall. 18:15-17). If you fail to do this you are compound​ing the problem and actually sinning by disobeying the commands of God. In other words, you become a part of a bigger problem!

- Or, is this problem a simple matter of judgment? If so, then it may be best to simply submit to the judgment of others (1 Peter 5:5) so that peace and unity can be preserved (Eph. 4:1-3).

3) Give your brethren “the benefit of the doubt.” True brotherly love requires this (1 Cor. 13:4-7)

4) Pray. Faithful servants of God have always relied upon the power of prayer to deal with serious problems. Let’s imitate their pattern.

Yes, there will be problems. The real question is - will we handle them according to God’s will?

                       - by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . . 
In a seven year period, emergency room treatment for cocaine abuse rose 240%, heroin use rose 160%, marijuana use rose 650%, and amphetamine use rose 700%

- via Scientific American, 5/08

1 Corinthians 9:24-27  "Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.  And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.  I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:  But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway."
_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“There are no idle rumors – all rumors are busy and destructive.”

“If there is no God, then nothing really matters.  But if there is a God, then nothing else really matters.”

“Staying calm is the best way to take the wind out of an angry man’s sails.”

______________________________________________
News from Collegevue . . .

December 28, 2008
Welcome on this last Lord’s Day of 2008!  We’re glad to have this opportunity to join together in Bible study and worship, and we’re grateful for your participation.  We especially greet all of our visitors today.  Please come again soon!

We rejoice with Kimberly and Britt Hanes in the birth of Reagan Lydia on December 15th.  We pray God’s rich blessing on this family.  Congratulations, too, to Reagan’s grandparents, Arthur and Maggie.

Continue to pray for the sick, including: Deborah Holt, Jerry Riggins, Margaret Hood, Norma Goodman, Twila Dozier, Libby Tate, Jill Kasun’s brother, Carol South’s brother-in-law, William Toombs’ brother-in-law, and others, including the ailing parents of Rebecca Vernon, Sarah Toombs, Gordon Meade, Greg Gwin, Twila Dozier, Joyce Calahan, and Kris Johnson.

We have a few more days to distribute our 2009 Bible Reading calendar.  Take and use as many as you can.

This will be the last week to take pictures for our new directory.  Please see Sarah Nicholson if you need a new photo.  

The new schedule for cleaning the building in 2009 has been prepared.  If you signed up as a volunteer, be sure to pick up your copy of the schedule.  And, THANKS for your help!

All the men of the congregation are requested to fill out a new survey form which will indicate your willingness to participate in various functions during our services.  Please give your completed form to Andy Dvorak as soon as possible.

Children’s Bible drill will be at 5:40 today.  Please have the kids here on time for this helpful period of Bible learning.  And, parents, don’t forget to pick up copies of the children’s bulletin on the table in the lobby.

Two new classes begin next week.  The class on ‘Family Life’ begins next Sunday morning.  If you signed up for this class, see Greg for a class book today, and prepare lesson one for next week’s first class.  AND, the Thursday morning Bible study begins on the 8th.  This class will run for 8 weeks, with studies on various Bible subjects.  The lesson for the first class will be on ‘angels’ and study sheets are available on the table in the lobby.

Be watching for a new series of ads in the Daily Herald’s Friday religion section, beginning this week.

Don’t forget ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ every Thursday evening at 8pm on the Internet.  Tell others.

We look forward to seeing you this evening for another hour of worship.  What could you possibly do that would be more important than being here!?!

Figures for week of 12/21/08:  Bstudy, 108; AM, 123; PM, 111; Wed., 113; Contrib., $2263

______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:

greggwin@bellsouth.net

























