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"I Believe God"





In Acts 27:25, during a tremendous storm at sea, when "all hope" was lost that they should be saved, an angel of the Lord appeared to Paul and assured him that not one would perish, but that all would be rescued. Paul said of this heaven sent message, "I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me." When Abraham was told that he and Sarah would have a child, "against hope (he) believed that he might become the father of many nations" (Rom. 4:18). When Mary heard that she would give birth to the Savior, despite the fact that she had not been intimate with any man, she acknowledged the reality of it (Lk. 1:38). When Peter was told to go at the wrong time and to the wrong place in the sea of Galilee and catch fish, he, too, believed (Lk. 5:4, 5).





Often, it is hard to believe the promises of God, especially when, from our perspective, we see no way they can be fulfilled. Perhaps the devil's greatest weapon against the child of God is gnawing doubt, a secret skepticism, that is brought on by defeat, disappointment, and discouragement. Elijah fought it (1 Kgs. 19). Paul faced it (2 Cor. 1:8-11). There is indication that Timothy may have felt it, too (2 Tim. 1:7, 8).





Hebrews, with its warnings and exhortations, graphically reveals how the early saints were tempted to give up and to "draw back unto perdition" (Heb. 10:32-40). Peter and James refer to this insidious inner turmoil, this temptress of stress and unbelief (Jas. 1:2, 3; 5:10, 11; 1 Pet. 2:12; 3:13, 16; 4:12-19).





Some succumbed to it. The bleached bones of wilderness wanderers testifies to the fact that not everyone looked up and said, "I believe God." They fell, not to the burning sands of the desert 'neath the searing sun, but to the dried spirit of unbelief which scorched their hearts and seared their national conscience.





What tempest threatens your soul today? What fearful doubt has you quivering under the shade and shadow of self pity and insecurity? Away with it! Arouse yourself with the triumphant trump of the trumpet of God which may be heard by the ear of faith (1 Thess. 4:16). One day its blast shall soothe all our fears, stop all our tears, and summon us to eternal glory and endless gladness.





- by Larry Ray Hafley





__________________________________________________





Useless Religion





In the days of the prophet Amos, the people of Israel were offering sacrifices of thanksgiving to the Lord, observing the festivals commanded in the Law of Moses, bringing their freewill and peace offerings and their tithes, and filling the temple with songs of praise to Him (Amos 4:4-5; 5:21-23; 8:3, 5). And yet God was not pleased with them! Why not? 





In his preaching Amos identified many of the sins of the people. The poor were oppressed and cheated by the rich (Amos 4:1; 5:11; 8:4-6); the righteous could not receive justice in the courts of the land (Amos 2:6; 5:12) and the affluent were materialistic (Amos 4:1-3; 6:4-7), that is, concerned only about their material things. Idolatry and sexual immorality were rampant (Amos 4:4; 2:7-8). How could the same people who were worshipping the Lord with sacrifices and religious festivals also commit such acts?





The answer is that the people of Israel had separated their religious service to God from their daily lives. They offered a ritualistic worship to God which did not reflect heartfelt allegiance and then immediately returned to the sinful practices of their daily lives. For them, religion was only something to be practiced in the presence of a priest, on specific days or in a special place. The rest of the time they violated God's commandments regarding justice, righteousness and purity without remorse. What was God's reaction to such conduct? "I hate, I despise your feast days, And I do not savor your sacred assemblies. Though you offer Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings, I will not accept them, Nor will I regard your fattened peace offerings. Take away from Me the noise of your songs, For I will not hear the melody of your stringed instruments. But let justice run down like water, And righteousness like a mighty stream" (Amos 5:21-24).





God desires that we worship Him, but devotion to God which does not affect our daily conduct is useless religion. The Bible confirms that God has never been interested in receiving ritualistic religion divorced from daily life. We cannot live like a child of the devil from Monday to Saturday and then slip in among the sons of God on Sunday and expect that God will not notice, that He will accept our worship (1 John 3:8-10)! Even the irreligious recognize the inconsistency (hypocrisy?) in those who worship God on Sunday and cheat their clients on Monday, break the law on Tuesday, abuse their children on Wednesday, etc.





Mindless devotion to ritual does not make us better people nor glorify our Creator (read Matthew 23:23 for a clear application of this principle). We must "die" to the sinful practices of the world and allow Christ to live in us, not only on Sunday, but every day (Galatians 2:20)!





- by Allen Dvorak





______________________________________________





Challenges for the New Year





The beginning of a new year provides an excellent opportunity for us to pause, ponder, plan, and prepare for the future. We hope that the new year will especially cause us all to think about our spiritual service to God and how we can improve in the fulfillment of our duties to Him. Let us challenge you in these specific areas:





- Spend more time in prayer. Don't allow the day to begin or end without spending time in prayer to God. Throughout the day, stop and petition Him for help and strength. And, by all means, don't just wait for a crisis to develop before you think to pray. "Pray without ceasing" (1 Thessalonians 5:17).





- Study your Bible more consistently. Use one of the available daily Bible reading schedules, or come up with your own plan to read on a regular basis. Don't just rush through a few verses. Instead, really study the text to learn its meaning. Before you end a reading session, think about how you can make application of what you've read in a real and practical way. "Give attendance to reading . . ." (1 Timothy 4:13).





- Attend every Bible study and worship in this new year. This, of course, is your duty -- but it is also a privilege. BE HERE! Make this a high priority. Why would you not want to be present to worship God and study His Word? "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together . . ." (Hebrews 10:25).





- Teach the lost. We all have friends, neighbors, co-workers and family members who are lost in sin. They NEED us to share the gospel with them. Make a firm commitment to reach at least one of them with the "good news" this year. If each Christian would bring just one person to the Lord each year, we could soon convert the whole world. Let's do it! "Go ye therefore and teach all nations . . ." (Matthew 28:19).





- Live a pure, godly life. Nothing else matters if we are not living faithfully for the Lord. Think about this, and let it be manifested in how you talk, where you go, who you associate with, how you dress, etc. Others are looking to you, and evaluating Christianity on the basis of what they see of it in you. "Ye are the light of the world . . . let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 5:14-16).





In a very real sense, having a "Happy New Year" depends on how well you fulfill your spiritual duties to God. Think!





                                        - by Greg Gwin





_________________________________________________





Trends . . . 





An article in the Houston Chronicle reported on a recent survey showing that 80% of those who responded believe the Bible to be the most influential book in human history. 90% of those surveyed said they owned a Bible, and 75% said they had more than one. But 19% admitted that they never read the Bible and 26% more said they rarely read it.





2 Timothy 2:15 "Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth."





_____________________________________________





Some quotes worth pondering . . .





"A man is as big as the things which annoy him."





"A man should not allow himself to hate even his enemies, because if you indulge this passion on some occasions, it will rise of itself in others. If you hate your enemies, you will contract such a vicious habit of mind, as by degrees will break out upon those who are your friends, or those who are indifferent to you."   -Plutarch





"But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you"    - Jesus Christ (Matthew 5:44)





______________________________________________





News from Collegevue . . .





December 29, 2002





Good morning, and welcome on this final Lord's Day of 2002. We especially greet all of our visitors, and invite you to return again at your earliest opportunity.





Continue in prayer for those who are sick. An updated list will be available this evening to help you in this regard. Also, this evening at 6 o'clock we'll have our quarterly prayer service in which we spend extra time in prayer, Bible reading, and singing. Sign the list in the back if you have special things that should be included in our prayers.





Children's Bible drill will be at 5:40 today.





Please sign the volunteer list for 2003.





Figures for the week of 12/22/02: Sun.: AM, 170; PM, 164; Wed., 166; Contrib., $3274





______________________________________________





"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ. We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father. Please give proper credit to the respective authors.





- Greg Gwin





ggwin@edge.net
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