THE BEACON - Electronic Edition - 2/18/03





The Cruelty of an Uncertain Hope








Hope \hop\ verb - to cherish a desire with expectation of fulfillment








While my mother was battling cancer, I learned some important lessons about hope. I learned that hope could be cruel. I learned that hope could hurt. I learned that sometimes it is easier to not have hope. 





More times than I care to remember, Mother received an encouraging report from a doctor and hope soared. As a family, we would allow ourselves to hope that the invasive visitor had been evicted and her life would continue. But, in a matter of a few weeks another doctor, another test, another group of symptoms would squash our hope. The emotional valley that followed each of these episodes soon became more than I could bear, and I ceased being hopeful. It was too painful to hitch my heart to an uncertain hope. 





Perhaps you've been there. A cherished dream, a long-anticipated reward, a much-desired recovery - gone, squashed, crushed, trampled. Perhaps you've been on the bruised end of a shattered hope. Perhaps you've given up hope because it just hurt too much to face disappointment again. 





So often, we face disappointment and emotional devastation because the things we depend upon are not certain. The people upon whom we depend for our hope are not dependable or powerful. When our hope rests on these, we set ourselves for a series of crushing emotional defeats.





In stark contrast, the Hebrew writer tells us of a hope that is sure and steadfast: "In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us. This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil" (Heb. 6:17-19 NAS95).





The hope found in Jesus and made possible by a gracious God is a dependable and certain anchor for our souls. This hope rests upon the indestructible foundation of two unchangeable things: God desires to fulfill His promise to the heirs, and He sealed that promise with an oath. Since God cannot lie, we can find strong encouragement and a secure anchor within Him. 





An anchor preserves a ship when treacherous times come. The anchor keeps the ship, sailors and cargo secure and prevents drifting. Hope offers the same service to the faithful child of God.





This hope is laid up in heaven (Col. 1:5). It rests on the truthfulness and insight of God, not the flawed, incomplete mind and character of some man. It is not tied to the temporal or fleeting things of this earth. As a heavenly treasure, it cannot be touched by thieves, moths or rust (Mat. 6:19-20). Disease cannot shatter it (Rev. 21:3-4). It is securely guarded (2 Tim. 1:12). 





Consider what David wrote about the source of our hope: "I will lift up my eyes to the mountains; from whence shall my help come? My help comes from the LORD, Who made heaven and earth. He will not allow your foot to slip; He who keeps you will not slumber. Behold, He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. The LORD is your keeper; The LORD is your shade on your right hand.





The sun will not smite you by day, nor the moon by night. The LORD will protect you from all evil; He will keep your soul" (Psa. 121:1-7 NAS95). 





Jesus boldly declared, "I am the way" (John 14:6). Do you need to find hope? Follow Jesus He will show you the way. He cut a path through sin and death and escaped alive. He sits enthroned at God's right hand beckoning us to come. 





Do you need a certain hope? None of us knows what tomorrow or this afternoon holds. We may be just one bend in the road away from a cemetery, hospital bed, or empty house. Do you need a certain hope? Listen to the voice of the Shepherd. Do you need a certain hope? Focus your heart on high. Do you need a certain hope? Anchor your soul in God.





- by John A. Smith





_______________________________________________








Bible Classes: Are You Learning Anything?








Often we may hear someone say, "I'm not getting anything out of my Bible class." When this happens what is the cause? There may be many causes. One could obviously be that the teacher is not prepared and that he is not doing a good job in presenting the material. However, even if this is the case, still as a Bible student, I can learn much in the class IF I do the proper kind of preparation and study for the class at home. 





I believe that probably more often than not, the problem lies more in the other direction. The person who makes this statement may, in fact, be putting little or nothing into the class. They come without studying and expect the teacher to suddenly excite them about this subject and fill them with knowledge. This will not happen if we do not show enough interest at home to prepare for the class.





Also, how many parents are concerned enough about their children's soul that they make sure they are getting their lessons and bringing their books? Are we wasting time and losing our children in our indifference?





- by Steve Hardin





_________________________________________________





Low Hanging Fruit








Anyone who has ever harvested fruit from a tree knows that the easiest picking is of the fruit which hangs on the lowest limbs. This fruit can be quickly gathered - no ladders, no reaching, no problem. This is, for obvious reasons, always the first fruit to be picked. 





Business people sometimes refer to "low hanging fruit" when they are not even discussing apples, peaches, or oranges. They use this expression to identify the people, products, profits, etc., that are easiest to realize. For business men, just like orchard keepers, it makes a lot of sense to go after the "low hanging fruit" first. 





As Christians, we have the responsibility of sharing the gospel with the masses of lost people in the world. Contemplating this job can be an overwhelming thing. There are more than six billion people in the world today. In fact, we are told that there are currently more living people on earth than the sum total of all the people who have died throughout all time! Think of it: more than half of all the people who ever needed to learn about God and His will are out there today - waiting for us to get the "good news" to them.





How can we hope to succeed? Where should we begin? How can we tackle this enormous job? Here's a suggestion: GO FOR THE LOW HANGING FRUIT! By that we mean that we should first target the people around us that we know personally -- our friends, family, co-workers, neighbors, and other acquaintances. These are the folks that we know best, and they know us. Our chances to influence them will be the greatest. Yes, we need to reach all those nameless masses out there, but why not start first by sharing God's truth with the ones right at hand? Such folks will not require special "evangelism plans," or the expending of large amounts of money. We can just talk to them around the kitchen table, across the back fence, or while seated at the coffee break table. We can realize a huge harvest for the Lord and His kingdom in this simple way. Let's get busy!





- by Greg Gwin





_____________________________________________





Trends . . . 





                                1970                     2002                     2025





Global 





Population         3,696,148,000         6,203,789.000         7,823,703,000








Christians





(of all "types")     1,236,374,000         2,050,616,000         2,616,670,000








Muslims                553,528,000         1,239,029,000         1,784,876,000








Hindus                  462,598,000            836,543,000         1,049,231,000








Buddhists              233,424,000            367,538,000           418,345,000








Jews                       14,763,000             14,670,000              16,053,000








Atheists                165,400,000            150,804,000             159,544,000








- via World Christian Encyclopedia








John 14:6 "Jesus saith, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me."





_____________________________________________





Some quotes worth pondering . . .





"Opportunities are usually disguised by hard work, so most people don't recognize them."





"If you don't hear opportunity knocking, find another door."


______________________________________________





News from Collegevue . . .





February 16, 2003





It's a pleasure to see you on this Lord's Day. We're glad you came. We especially want to welcome all of our visitors. If you have any questions about our services today, please ask them. We'll gladly study any Bible question with you. 





Please continue to pray for the sick, including: James Rummage, Joan Lindsey, Kermit Abner, James Sanders, Sharon Chunn, Carolyn Stacy's mother, Shelby Lunn's brother, Dugin Kincaid, Wildon Messer's brother, Sherry Schultz's father, and others.





Don't forget our . . . 





Gospel Meeting





March 9-14





beginning in just 3 weeks!





John Smith will be here to proclaim God's Word. We need you to be here for every service, and we need you to invite others to come with you. Announcements have been printed and are available for you to take and use. Let's start working now so we can have a great meeting.





The computer projector training session that was postponed last week will meet at 4:30 today. This is for any of the men who would like to learn to use this equipment.





The children's Bible drill will meet at 5:40 today. We hope you will bring your kids.





All three groups will meet next Saturday, (the 22nd). Group 1 will be at the Beevers' at 5pm, Group 2 will be at the Gwins' at 5pm, Group 3 will be at the Henleys' at 3pm. Please plan to attend your group meeting.








Figures for the week of 2/2/03: Sunday: BS, 151; AM, 169; PM 112; Wed., 140; Contribution, $3357





______________________________________________





"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ. We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father. Please give proper credit to the respective authors.





- Greg Gwin





ggwin@edge.net





_


