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Jonah: A "Fish Story" or History?


 


	Edwin Settle, a former college professor and minister (with a doctorate


from Yale Divinity School), has directed an arrogant attack against the


book of Jonah. His ill-conceived article, titled "Jonah's big fish story


teaches important lesson," contains the following charge: "The book of


Jonah cannot be accepted as history" (Settle, B-4). 


	Professor Settle listed several "inaccuracies" allegedly contained in


the book.


 


1.It is incredible that one could be alive for three days in a fish's


belly. 


2.It is unlikely that a city would so unanimously respond to the


preaching of someone of a different language and religion. 


3.Jonah speaks of "weeds wrapped about [his] head," which does not fit 


the description of being inside a fish. 


4.While there was a king of Assyria, there was no "king of Nineveh," as


suggested in the book. 


5.The descriptive that Nineveh was a city of "three days journey" is


erroneous; the metropolis was not nearly so large.





	In spite of these supposed blunders, Dr. Settle contends that there are


valuable spiritual truths in the book of Jonah (e.g., nations ought to


live peaceably with one another, etc.). He suggests that we should learn


from the lessons of this ancient document and allow them to motivate us


toward a higher level of ethical existence. 


	Prior to giving some consideration to the accusations contained in


Settle's misguided diatribe, a couple of preliminary observations are in


order. 


	First, it is certainly a curious twist of logic that contends one can


be motivated toward a more mature level of spiritual responsibility by


reflecting upon a narrative that is filled with lies. How does error


encourage truth? That makes no sense whatever. 


	Second, if the book of Jonah is actually a fictitious account with no


historical basis, what does this do to the credibility of Jesus of


Nazareth? The Lord plainly declared that Jonah was three days and three


nights in the belly of the great fish (Mt. 12:40). He even argued that


this was a typological preview of his confinement in the tomb for the


same period of time. If the episode regarding Jonah never happened,


Christ reasoned falsely, and His divine status is clearly impeached. 


	But let us consider the professor's charges. ..


	1. Is it "incredible" that Jonah could have survived for three days in


the fish's belly? Only if divine intervention is incredible. The fact


is, the record clearly states that "God prepared a great fish to swallow


up  Jonah" (1:17). The objection thus actually smacks of an atheistic


mentality. 


	That aside, even from a strictly naturalistic viewpoint, survival after


being swallowed by huge fish is not impossible. In the late 1920's a


seaman was swallowed by a large sperm whale in the vicinity of the


Falkland Islands. After three days he was recovered unconscious but


alive, though he had some damage to his skin (Harrison, 907). 


	2. Is it "unlikely" that such a mass conversion could have taken


place?  Perhaps, but "unlikely" is not impossible. The question is: are


we dealing with a credible historical document? 


	If there is no logical reason to doubt the historicity of the book of


Jonah, then its testimony as to the moral reformation on the part of the


Ninevites must stand. There is no evidence against such a concept. We


should also remind ourselves that Jesus Christ affirmed that the people


of Nineveh did, in fact, repent (Mt. 12:41). 


	3. Is Jonah's description of "weeds" about his head inconsistent with


his sojourn in the fish's belly? It apparently never occurred to Dr.


Settle that the prophet's declaration regarding the "weeds" could have


been descriptive of his descent into the murky waters prior to actually


being swallowed by the sea creature. Or it is not impossible that Jonah


could have been consumed along with a quantity of sea-weed. This quibble


is truly one of desperation. 


	4. But what of the objection that there was no "king of Nineveh."


First, it overlooks a common biblical usage by which a capital city


sometimes stands for the nation itself. Hence the "king of Samaria" (1


Kgs. 21:1) is the equivalent of the king of Israel, and the "king of


Damascus" (2 Chron. 24:23) is the same as the king of Syria. 


	Moreover, whereas Assyria sometimes wielded significant dominion, "at


this stage the Assyrian king exercised absolute control over a very


limited region centred on Nineveh - hence the designation 'king of


Nineveh'" (Alexander, 60). This objection is thus without validity. 


	5. Was Nineveh a city "of three days' journey" (3:3). Since


archaeological excavations have shown that Nineveh was about eight miles


in circumference, it is argued that it would not have taken "three days"


to walk through, or around, the city. 


	What our critical friend fails to realize, however, is that the term


"city" actually encompassed a larger region than the territory within


the walls.


	In Genesis 10 we note: "Out of that land he went forth into Assyria,


and builded Nineveh, and Rehoboth-Ir, and Calah, and Resen between


Nineveh and Calah (the same is the great city)" (10, 11). C.F. Keil thus


notes that these four places composed a large "composite city"


consisting of "a range of towns, to which the name of the (well-known)


great city of Nineveh was applied" (Keil, 167). 


	When those who are consumed with modernistic presumptions assert that


there are mistakes in the sacred volume, they reveal that the problem is


with their own limited knowledge. The Bible is accurate. 


					- by Wayne Jackson


_________________________________________





Christians - Marry Christians!





	One of the most important factors to be consider in choosing a marriage


partner is whether or not that person is a faithful child of God. 


Through the year's several studies have been conducted which "tracked"


the results when chosen mates were Christians and when they were not. 


Here are the statistics from two churches:





B Street church of Christ, Miami OK  (1957-1977)


	-Christian to non-Christian


		79 marriages


		57 left faith


		25 divorced


		22 faithful


	-Christian to Christian


		64 marriages


		5 left faith


		2 divorced


		59 faithful





Bridges Street church of Christ, Wynne AR (1962-1981)


	-Christian to non-Christian


		76 marriages


		61 left faith


		23 divorced


		15 faithful


	-Christian to Christian


		28 marriages


		4 left faith


		4 divorced


		24 faithful





Common sense, practical experience, and the important principles taught


in the word of God all point to the importance of Christians marrying


Christians.  Think!


					- by Greg Gwin


______________________________________________





Trends . . .


	Wine may not be the sure answer for those seeking a healthy heart,


according to a new scientific advisory from the American Heart


Association.  Despite previous studies, medical experts now are saying


there isn't enough solid scientific proof for medical experts to say


drinking red wine may lower heart disease risks.


	"Without a large-scale, randomized, clinical end-point trial of wine


intake, there is little current justification to recommend alcohol -- or


wine specifically -- as a cardioprotective strategy," reads the


advisory, which appeared in the current issue of Circulation, the heart


association's journal.


_____________________________________________





Some quotes worth pondering . . .





"If things go wrong, don't go with them."





"Quitting is a permanent solution to a temporary problem."


______________________________________________





News from Collegevue . . .


February 4, 2001


	Greetings and welcome on this Lord's Day.  We're so glad to see you,


and we appreciate you for joining in this time of Bible study and


worship.  We pray that God will be well pleased with our service to Him


today.  If you are visiting with us, we extend a special welcome along


with our invitation to return as soon as you can.  Please le t us know


if you have any questions or if we may assist you in any way.


	The article on the inside of the bulletin today is of particular


interest as a follow up to our recent study of Jonah.  What do you


think?  Is it the truth, or just a big "fish story?"


	Many thanks for your generosity in sending money to relieve the


Christians in El Salvador who are suffering from the recent earthquake. 


Larry Paden received $895 from individuals, and $1000 was added from the


church treasury.  All of this should be in the hands of our needy


brethren within days.


	Continue in prayers of the sick, including Ricky Harris' father, Joan


Lindsey's father, and Jimmy Calahan's brother.  Some of our own have


been down with colds and other ailments.  


	Progress continues towards our new building expansion.  Architectural


work is nearly complete, and actual construction is set to begin as soon


as there is a "break" in the weather.  All of the arrangements with the


bank for financing have been accomplished.


	Figures for the week of 1/28/01:  Sun.: AM, 124; PM, 97; Wed., 97;


Contrib., $3057


_______________________________________________





"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN,


and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper"


bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this


material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give


proper credit to the respective authors.





- Greg Gwin


        ggwin@edge.net
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