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"We Just Don't Go To Church"


	A young couple who had not been to church services for a number of


years asked, "What have we done wrong besides not going to church?" 


They had robbed God of thousands of dollars (1 Cor. 16:1,2); they had


forsaken the Lord's own memorial supper (1 Cor. 11:23-26); for years


their voices were unheard in the praises of the saints, their petitions


and thansgivings absent from the prayers of the saints, and their


knowledge of God's word stifled and fading, while their spiritual growth


was completely neglected - to say nothing of the bad example set and the


wrong influence exerted upon others around them!  Indeed, their souls


had become dead to God, and yet they ask: "What have we done wrong


besides not going to church?"  May God help us to see ourselves as He


sees us!


					- Bill Crews


___________________________________________





Things You Will Never See At A Pentecostal "Healing" Service . . .





- One raised from the dead, like Jesus did (John 11:38-44)


- One born blind made to see, like Jesus did (John 9:1-12)


- The deaf made to hear, like Jesus did (Mark 7:31-37)


- The lame made to walk, like Jesus did (Mark 2:1-12)


- A severed ear restored, like Jesus did (Luke 22:49-51)


- A leper cleansed, like Jesus did (Matt. 8:1-4)


- Restoration of a withered hand, like Jesus did (Matt. 12:9-13)


- False teachers struck blind, like Paul did (Acts 13:8-12)


- Order maintained, like Paul commanded (1 Cor. 14:26-40)


"Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether


they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the


world" (1 John 4:1)


					- David Padfield


___________________________________________





"Fellowship Halls"


	Many churches today build what they call "fellowship halls" or


"fellowship buildings" (and now "family life centers") to accomodate


their social and recreational activities, and even hire "fellowship


ministers" to plan and supervise such activities.  But such activities


fall outside of the realm of scripturally authorized congregational


work.  The Greeks and the Romans were very much into feasting, games,


contests, exercise, and entertainment, and they built baths, pools,


gymnasiums, theaters, and stadiums to accomodate such; but churches of


the Lord in that same time were into assembling together for worship,


teaching, exhortation, edification, and they provided places to


accomodate such.  They were primarily interested in glorifying God and


saving lost souls.  They did not resort to gimmicks and carnal means to


attract or keep the people.  The gospel of Christ and the blessings that


come through it were all they had and all they needed to offer the


world.


	Churches in the New Testament did not employ such things, but how they


grew!  Theirs was a spiritual mission with eternity in view.  All they


had with which to attract the lost was the gospel of Christ, themselves


as living examples of that gospel, a Savior who was willing and able to


save, fellowship with God and the children of God, and the hope of


eternal life in heaven.  They did not resort to material gimmicks to


attract and to hold the lost, nor should we.  They knew the difference


between their fellowship in Christ and what passes for "fellowship" in


religion today.  Let us emulate them.


					- Bill Crews


_______________________________________________





A Child In Your Hands


	Few responsibilities in life exceed the challenge which becomes ours


when a child is placed in our hands.  Every parent of a child has


God-given duties toward that child: to love in word and deed and truth,


to protect from harm, to provide with the necessities of life, to


present a good example to follow, to teach right from wrong, to equip to


fill a useful place in life.  Any parent who is a Christian has the duty


to so teach, to so influence, to so mold, if possible, his child that


the child will choose to become a Christian when accountability is


reached.


	God is concerned about our roles as parents.  He knows our potential,


our limitations, and our opportunities.  He knows our attitudes and


intents; He considers the efforts we put forth; and He observes the


fruit of our labors.  We have the instructions of His holy word, and, as


Christians, we have His promises, His providence and constant access to


prayer.


					- Bill Crews


______________________________________________





If It Was Up To You, Would The Church Close Its Doors?


	Every year hundreds of new businesses are started here in our


community.  The Chamber of Commerce gladly reports on these new ventures


in an effort to demonstrate that our local economy is healthy and


growing.  What they don't report quite so openly is that nearly an equal


number of  businesses close their doors each year.  Why do these


businesses fail?  It's really very simple.  They just do not offer


services or sell products that appeal to a sufficient number of


customers.  In short, they go out of business because the buying public


is generally apathetic about their continued existence.


	Whether we realize it or not, we're giving our vote as to whether these


businesses succeed or fail.  We do it when we make the choice to


patronize a particular business or to trade elsewhere.


	We wonder if certain church members realize that a similar situation


exists in local congregations.  Some folks show an apparent apathy


towards the continued existence of the church.  They may attend


occasionally - perhaps even most Sunday mornings.  However, it is just


'too hard' for them to make the Bible study hour and they never return


on Sunday evening.  Wednesday night assemblies are absolutely out of the


question - they're entirely too busy, too tired, etc.


	What these folks are doing, whether they know it or not, is giving


their vote to "close the doors".  If it was left up to them, no one


would assemble and no work would be done.  Are you one of these people


who are trying to put the church out of business?  Think about it!


					- Greg Gwin


______________________________________________





Trends . . .


	Massachusetts and Connecticut rank first and second, respectively, for


having the lowest divorce rates in the nation, according to new divorce


data from the National Center for Health Statistics. Both states


experienced a moderate drop in divorce rates between 1992 and 1994 to


remain at the top of the list. Massachusetts fell from 2.8 in 1992 to


2.4 in 1994, while Connecticut fell from 3.1 to 2.8.  The divorce rate


per 1,000 population for the entire United States was 4.6 in 1994, down


from 4.8 in 1992. Generally, rates were lower in the Northeast and


Midwest and higher in the West and Southeast.


_____________________________________________





Some quotes worth pondering . . .





"He who justifies the wicked, and he who condemns the just, both of them


alike are an abomination to the Lord."  (Proverbs 17:15)





"Many receive advice, but only the wise profit from it."





"The Bible does not need to be re-written, but re-read."





"A marriage may be made in heaven, but the maintenance must be done on


earth."





______________________________________________





News from Collegevue . . .


	We mourn the death of our sister Eleanor Gibson.  She died on Tuesday


evening, and the funeral was here in Columbia on Friday.  Our sympathy


goes out to her family and loved ones.  


	How are your daily devotionals going?  Have you been using the new


guides that have been provided for each family?  We hope so.  The church


will grow as each member grows.


	Our gospel meeting with Ken Greeen is just two weeks away (March


21-26).  Keep praying for this effort, and invite others to attend.


	Remember to pray for the sick, including Hazel Cavender (who is gravely


ill at this writing) and James Andrews.  Edith Massey is improved, but


she is still taking some cancer treatments.


Figures for the week of 2/28/99:  AM, 81; PM, 68; Wednesday, 75;


Contribution, $1780





(Note: no "Beacon" next week, as Greg will be in a gospel meeting with


the Westvue congregation in Murfreesboro, TN)


_______________________________________________





"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN,


and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper"


bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this


material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give


proper credit to the respective authors.





- Greg Gwin


        ggwin@edge.net
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