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Good People Need to Be Saved





What will be the eternal destiny of good people? By "good" I mean kind, decent, caring, morally upright folks. They may or may not be religious. Nevertheless, you won't find finer folks: your helpful neighbor, your kind friend, your sweet grandmother. It is easy to assume they will be in heaven; indeed, is hard to think anything else. But will that be the case? All we know about anyone's eternal destiny is what God says in Scripture. A case recorded in Acts 10 sheds considerable light on the question.





Good People Need to Be Saved


The focus of this text is a man named Cornelius. He is pictured in the finest way (vv. 1, 2, 22). He was a devout man, one who feared God. (Fearing God was a technical expression used to denote Gentiles who accepted the Jewish religion in part.) He feared God with all his household, including one of his soldiers (v. 7), indicating that he was spiritually-minded enough to influence others to follow his example. He gave many alms to the Jewish people, not just the token gestures that are the common marks of "generosity." He prayed to God continually. In the story, we find him praying at 3:00 in the afternoon. He was a righteous or just man, dealing fairly with his fellow-man. He was well spoken of by the entire Jewish nation. That would be a remarkable reputation for any man, but is especially so in this case because Cornelius was a Roman centurion!





Could there be a finer man? How many of us measure up to this description? How many would view Cornelius as lost in sin and headed for hell? That is precisely what he was. As he was praying, an angel appeared to him and gave him a single instruction: "Send to Joppa, and have Simon, who is also called Peter, brought here; and he shall speak words to you by which you will be saved, you and all your household" (11:14-15).





Why Good People Need to Be Saved


It is almost startling for the Bible to present this man as one in need of salvation. Yet he was. The problem was not his goodness; it was his sin. What sins had he committed? We do not know. But he was guilty of some. All are. "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). And the consequence of sin for Cornelius was death. "For the wages of sin is death..." (Romans 6:23). So it is for all. People's "goodness" has nothing to do with their being lost. Sin is the problem.





What is the solution to sin? Too many think good works will somehow make up for their wrongs. That was not the message Peter brought to Cornelius. Oh, he mentioned the essentiality of doing what is right (v. 35), but that is not enough. Peter preached that peace with God is through Jesus Christ (v. 36), that forgiveness of sins is in His name (v. 43). His sermon spoke of the proofs that Jesus offered to sustain the claim that He alone is the way to God: His miracles (v. 38), especially His resurrection from the dead (vv. 40-42), and countless Old Testament prophecies that He fulfilled (v. 43).





All have sinned, sin separates us from God, and salvation is only in Christ. These are the facts, no matter what we might like to believe. We must come to grips with them. Our failure to do so explains why we struggle so with the concept of good people being lost.





How Good People Are Saved


The text identifies four components of Cornelius salvation (and ours):











  1.. He had to hear the gospel. The words by which he and his household would be saved were Peter's message that Jesus died for our sins.








  2.. He had to believe that message, put his trust in Jesus as the means of being right with God. "Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes receives forgiveness of sins" (v. 43). This is so foundational that it is often stated as the summary of man's response, just as "grace" is for God's provisions (Ephesians 2:8).








  3.. He had to repent (11:18). Repentance leads to life. It is a change of heart that says I will live as God directs from now on. Of course, to be genuine it must be demonstrated in a change of life. One has not repented who persists in the same sinful way of living.








  4.. He had to be baptized in water. "...Then Peter answered, 'Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he? And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ" (vv. 46-48). In his first sermon, Peter explained that baptism is for forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38).








Knowing what you now know, do you want to stand before the Lord in judgment based solely on your own "goodness," or would you rather be there having accepted His offer of salvation in Christ?





- by Frank Himmel





_________________________________________________








"Hold Your Fire!"








The wagons have been circled, and the Indian attack is underway. But, the Captain continues to urge his men to "hold your fire!" He knows that every shot taken must find its mark. The enemy numbers are too great, and the ammunition supply is too limited to waste any bullets. He wants his soldiers to "make their shots count." -- Do you remember those good old Westerns?





There's a spiritual lesson we could learn from that scene. Very often as we work together in the church there will be points of conflict or disagreement. Sometimes these will center on points of doctrine, and other times the issue will be one of judgment. It is important to recognize the difference so that we can "make our shots count" when they really need to.





In matters of doctrine, we can not yield to any man (Acts 5:29; Galatians 2:4,5). To do so would jeopardize our relationship with God (2 John 9-1 1). In such cases, we must speak up immediately and forcefully.





But in situations where judgments must be made, where alternate courses of action are equally scriptural, we need to "hold our fire." The New Testament uses the word "submit" (1 Peter 5:5).





Too often we find Christians who are ready to "blaze away" at any and every point of controversy -- even when these involve very simple and relatively unimportant judgments. When they do this, they waste "shots" that they should have saved for more crucial issues.





We knew a man who griped and complained about every decision made in the church. He criticized the color of paint and the style of carpet. He had petty grievances about the Bible classes, the song books, and the way the preacher did his work. And, he held back none of this. He was loud and vocal and everyone knew his opinions. One day a really serious doctrinal issue developed. He spoke up, and he was right. But no one listened. You see, he had "wasted" all of his ammunition! Think!





- by Greg Gwin





_____________________________________________





Trends . . . 





In a poll of children ages 6 to 17, 51% of boys said they will be the breadwinner while their wives stay home and rear the children. But 25% of boys said they will be "stay-at-home dads". Of girls, 52% want to stay home while 38% plan to "bring home the bacon."





- via Roper Poll, Rueters








Titus 2:3-5 "The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things; that they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed."





_____________________________________________





Some quotes worth pondering . . .





  "Real integrity is doing the right thing, knowing that nobody's going to know whether you did it or not."


"Studies indicate that the one quality all successful people have is persistence. They're willing to spend more time accomplishing a task and to perservere in the face of many difficult odds. There's a very positive relationship between people's ability to accomplish any task and the time they're willing to spend on it."     - Dr. Joyce Brothers





Hide not your talents, they for use were made. What's a sundial in the shade?"   -- Benjamin Franklin





______________________________________________





News from Collegevue . . .





April 27, 2003





We welcome you to the services here at Collegevue on this Lord's Day. We're glad you are here! 





We especially want to greet all of our visitors. You may have questions about something you see or hear today. If so, please let us know. We'll gladly study any Bible question with you, and we'll do our best to explain what we're doing and why with a "book, chapter, and verse" answer. We hope you will accept our invitation to come back again real soon.





Continue in your prayers for those who are sick, including: Kermit and Effie Abner, James Sanders, Vicky Kincaid's mother, Wildon Messer's brother, the father and mother of Shirley Dark, Dugin Kincaid, Carolyn Stacy's mother, and others.





Special thanks to those who did the preaching and teaching in Greg's absence last week. Greg was in a gospel meeting at Tullahoma, TN.





Remember that the children's Bible drill (both classes) will meet today at 5:40. Also, the ladies' Bible class meets on Thursday at 10am.





To all of our members who are diligently working to do the will of God in their daily lives, who study their Bibles faithfully, who pray regularly, who talk with others about salvation, who maintain purity of life in how they act, talk, and dress, who carefully guard their example in the presence of others, who make it a point to attend the Bible studies and worship services --- our sincere thanks and humble appreciation for all you do. You are truly "salt" and "light" in this world. Keep up the good work!





Figures for the week of 4/20/03: Sun.: BStudy, 163; AM, 175; PM 141; Wed., 159; Contribution, $3725





______________________________________________





"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ. We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father. Please give proper credit to the respective authors.





- Greg Gwin





ggwin@edge.net
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