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God's Will





A) His IDEAL will (all saved) -- 1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9 (that


everyone would be saved and go to heaven after life on earth is


finished)





B) His  PERMISSIVE will (power of choice) -- Genesis 2:16,17;


Deuteronomy 28:1,15 (gives humans the power of choice -- even the choice


to disobey God)





C) His ULTIMATE will (the law of sowing and reaping) -- Matthew 25:46


(heaven for those who chose to live by the Bible, and hell for those who


chose not to live by the Bible)


					- by David Hanson


________________________________________________





When A Good Relationship With God ISN'T GOOD ENOUGH!





	A good church - a clan of Christians fills a special need.  It is a


real need even for those who have a good relationship with God.  Of


course, people are saved as individuals - and not by churches.  A


Christian could find himself isolated from every other Christian - and


still be acceptable to God - be saved in the last day.  But, it is not


the ideal!  


	Some claim to need no one - no need for a congregation- no need to


assemble.  "I can do just fine on my own."  God knew better!  Even when


people are devout - even with a really good relationship toward God,


saints need other saints.  


	There is a need for help in time of trouble - a need for encouragement


in pursuits of right - a need for comfort in suffering - a need for


edification in spiritual matters - a need for training so all develop


the image of Jesus.  Christians all need help! - even though they have a


good relationship with God.


	God recognized this need.  The local church is God's answer to that


need.  "...the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint


supplies, …. Causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in


love"(Eph.4:16).


	You doubt the need? - the practical value of a church?  Ask a Christian


in some remote place where there are no other Christians:  "Would other


Christians be helpful?"  "Do you need other Christians?"  "Do you miss


them?"  He can obey God without anyone else!  He can please God standing


alone!  He can go to heaven though no one stands beside him!  But it


will not be easy!


	Never discredit the valueof a good church relationship.  Never say,


"Well, I have a good relationship with God and that is all I need." 


Such an idea could easily cost you your soul!


					- by Joe Fitch


________________________________________________





TOMORROW





	He was going to be all that he wanted to be--Tomorrow.  None would be


kinder or braver than he --Tomorrow.  A friend who was troubled and


weary, he knew who'd be glad of a lift -- and needed one too-- On him he


would call and see what he could do -- Tomorrow.


	Each morning he stacked up the letters he'd write -- Tomorrow.  And he


hadn't one minute to stop on his way  -- "More time I will have to give


others", he'd say -- In truth he made plans to be useful and pray --


Tomorrow.


	The greatest of workers this one would have been -- Tomorrow.  The


world would have hailed him if he'd ever seen -- Tomorrow.


	But, in fact, he passed on, and he faded from view.  And all that he


left here when living was thru -- Was a mountain of things he intended


to do -- Tomorrow.  


	"Today if ye shall hear his voice, harden not your heart as in the


provocation"   -- Heb. 3:15.  Today is the day of salvation, today is


the day of doing, tomorrow never comes.  We are told not to be anxious


for tomorrow, nor to plan tomorrow, but to do today while it is still


called today.  I suppose procrastination is the worst type of deceiver,


it causes a man to put off until tomorrow what he actually ought to be


doing today.


					- by Jim Sasser


________________________________________________





You're Upset About What !?!





	The story is told (supposedly true) of a dairy farmer who complained to


government officials about changing from standard time to daylight


savings time.  His concern? He was certain that his cows were not


producing as much milk because they were losing an hour of sleep each


night! Another farmer is said to have complained because his crops were


suffering from the heat produced by an extra hour of sunlight every day!


	If these stories are true, they surely illustrate that folks can get


upset over the most amazing and illogical things.  Our experience has


demonstrated that church members can also get disturbed by some pretty


amazing items.  We've known of people who got really "heated-up" over a


sermon, or by a decision of the elders.  Others have gotten "ill" as a


result of something said by a Bible class teacher.  And we've heard of


some that were really "hurt" because they felt they were offended or


slighted by another Christian.  Oftentimes, when some checking and


clarification is sought, it is discovered that there was nothing done to


deserve such a reaction.  It was simply a misunderstanding.  When logic


and common sense prevail, many such episodes can be quickly resolved.


	Now, we're not saying that preachers never make mistakes; that elders


are flawless in judgment; that Bible class teachers are always correct


in everything; or that Christians don't sometimes act rude or


unfriendly.  What we are saying is that we all need to be


"longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; endeavoring to keep the


unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" (Ephesians 4:2,3).  Let's be


careful in our dealings with one another.  Check things out.  Patiently


seek clarification.  Doing this will keep us on the right track.  Think


about it!


					- by Greg Gwin


______________________________________________





Trends . . .


	After a campaign led and financed by religious conservatives,


California  voters approved Proposition 22, which prohibits the state


from granting marital rights to same-sex couples who are legally married


in any other state.


	No state allows same-sex marriages. But since the Hawaii Supreme Court


raised the possibility of legalizing gay marriage in 1993, 31 states


have passed preemptive laws denying recognition to same-sex couples


legally married anywhere else. California is the third to adopt the law


at the ballot box.


	With all precincts reporting today, 4,160,706 people, or 61 percent,


had voted for the measure, and 2,617,838, or 39 percent, had voted


against.


	Exit polls conducted by Voter News Service for The Associated Press and


TV networks found that the measure was supported about equally by men


and women and by all races and income groups. It was opposed by young


voters and by about two-thirds of Democrats, but Republicans backed it


by 6-1.


	No-on-22 Campaign manager Mike Marshall noted that Proposition 22


supporters stressed the simplicity of their 14-word text: "Only marriage


between a man and a woman is valid and recognized in California."


					- via The Associated Press


_____________________________________________





Some quotes worth pondering . . .





"Too many differences in personality, social status, etc., in your


congregation?  Isaiah predicted that the Messiah's kingdom would include


wolves and lambs, leopards and young goats, calves, lions, cows, bears,


little children and cobras.  And they would all "lie down together"!


(Isaiah 11:6-10).  Maybe your congregation looks just like it is


supposed to. "  		- Oscar Miles





"One backslider can do more harm in the world than twenty good


Christians can do good."


______________________________________________





News from Collegevue . . .


	We owe you a big thank you today.  By choosing to be at these services


you have encouraged many others, you have set a good example for the


young people, you have let your light shine here in this community, you


have supported the preaching of the gospel, and, most importantly, you


have offered honor and praise to Almighty God.  Thanks!  Keep up the


good work!


	If you are visiting here today, we extend a special welcome to you,


along with an invitation for you to return as soon as possible.  Do you


have a Bible question?  Please let us know.  We'll gladly study with


you.


	Remember to pray for the sick, including: James Andrews, Ed Simmons,


Linda Smith's mother, Jackie Hobbs' father, and Mary Nesbitt.


	A new drill class for the children will begin today at 5:45.  Yancey


Smith will be directing this new class.  Be sure to have the kids here!


	We have a new address for Edith Massey who recently moved away.  Write


to her c/o Debbie Harkins, 1170 Spring Garden St., Pelham, AL  35124;


phone (205) 989-3413.


	Jim Dark and Larry Paden will be leaving on Friday, Lord willing, to


begin three weeks of preaching work in Almaty, Kazakhstan.  Please pray


for them and their efforts in the kingdom.


	Tonight's lesson: 'Tract of the month' -- "A Great Return to the


Bible."


	Figures for the week of 3/19/00:  AM, 101; PM, 88; Wed., 95; Contrib.,


$2155	


_______________________________________________





"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN,


and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper"


bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this


material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give


proper credit to the respective authors.





- Greg Gwin


        ggwin@edge.net
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