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Over and over we hear it said, "You can't legislate morality."


As an example they say, "Look how prohibition failed."





You need to know . . . THE TRUTH ABOUT PROHIBITION





	Through the years, there has been a useful body of pertinent research


done by well-recognized historians on the general background of


Prohibition.


	For example, Bernard Weisberger, a nationally- recognized historian who


writes a current-events column ("In the News") for the popular


historical journal American Heritage, recently addressed the widespread


(mis)conception that Prohibition "didn't work." Among the facts cited by


Weisberger are:


	"Prohibition did reduce drinking.  The average annual per capita


consumption of alcohol by Americans of drinking age - that is, the total


alcoholic content of all the beer, wine, and distilled spirits they


consumed - stood at 2.60 gallons" in 1910.  In 1934, after more than a


decade of prohibition, Weisberger reports the per capita average of 0.97


gallons.


	"Census Bureau studies show that the death rate from chronic or acute


alcoholism fell from 7.3 per 100,000 in 1907" to "2.5 in 1932,


Prohibition's last year.  Deaths from cirrhosis of the liver, one cause


of which is alcohol abuse, dropped from 14.8 per 100,000 in 1907 to 7.1


in 1920 and never rose above 7.5 during the 1920's.  Economic studies


estimated that savings and spending on household necessities increased


among working-class families during the period, possibly from money that


once went to drink." These are not the propaganda of some biased zealot,


but the factual report of a nationally known historian.  Futhermore,


Weisberger reports that one reason why Prohibition may be commonly


thought so unsuccessful is that even the above improvements were


achieved with a minimum of enforcement.  He continues:


	"Drinking might have been cut back even further if more resources had


been devoted to enforcement.  In 1922 Congress gave the Prohibition


Bureau only $6.75 million for a force of 3,060 employees (including


clerical workers) to hunt for violaters in thousands of urban


neighborhoods, remote hollows, border crossings, and coastal inlets. 


State legislators were equally sparing: in 1926 state legislatures all


together spent $698,855 for Prohibition work, approximately one-eighth


of what they spent on enforcing fish-and-game laws.  Even so, by 1929


the feds alone had arrested more than half a million violaters.  "


	Nor is this "new" information; a 1968 article by historian of science


John C. Burnham of Ohio State University in the Journal of Social


History revealed even more data along the lines Weisberger adduces.  To


imply that attempts to restrict alcohol sales can't be effective ignores


the available evidence.  Professor Norman H. Clark's 1976 study, Deliver


Us From Evil, makes a persuasive case that during Prohibition, arrests


for drunkenness and alcohol-related crimes declined markedly.


	Of course, a much earlier author reminds us across the ages that "Wine


is a mocker, strong drink is raging, and whosoever is deceived thereby


is not wise" (Prov. 20:1).


					- by Steve Wolfgang


______________________________________________





The Washing of Feet


	On the night that Jesus ate the Passover with the apostles in the upper


room in Jerusalem (John 13), He washed their feet and said, "If I then,


your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one


another's feet.  For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I


have done to you.  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not


greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent


him."


	Jesus did not "institute" the washing of feet on this occasion.  We


find such being practiced as early as Abraham's day. (Gen. 18:4) Our


Lord gave a command that called upon His followers to show humility and


extend hospitality, being lowly like their Lord and	Master.


	After the establishment of the church (Acts 2) the washing of feet is


mentioned only one time in the Bible.  In 1 Tim. 5:10 it is named with


good works, the bringing up of children, the lodging of strangers, and


relieving of the afflicted.  From this we learn that the washing of feet


is an act of service performed outside the assembly.  There is no


example of Christians coming together to wash feet.  Those who try to


place the washing of feet in the assembly of the saints (like the Lord's


supper, for example) have no Bible authority for such practice.


					-Irvin Himmel


_____________________________________________





Would You Allow This?


	*A husband was away from home for several weeks.  There was no


justifiable reason for him to be gone.  One day he just left and never


came home.  Numerous inquiries were made, but his absence remained


unexplained.  And then one day he wandered back home.  He sat down at


the supper table and acted as though nothing had ever happened.  Would


you allow this? 


	*A worker walked off this job.  He did not obtain his employer's


permission, he just disappeared.  He remained gone for a couple of


months.  Other employees had to take up the slack and fill-in for him,


covering his work while they tried to do their own.  Then he showed up


on a payday.  He offered no explanation, asked for all his back wages


and proceeded to take up his former position as if everything was


normal.  Would you allow this?


	*A student failed to attend classes for a number of weeks.  School


officials attempted to locate him and discover the cause of his absence,


but to no avail.  The other students progressed in their studies,


leaving the absent student far behind in several important subject


areas.  The truant student returned one day.  He had no excuse.  There


was evidence that his absence was deliberate and that he had been


involved in a good bit of mischief.  Amazingly, he expected to be


welcomed without question and even requested that the entire class


back-track and cover the subject matters he missed. Would you allow


this?


	***A Christian did not attend services for several weeks.  The elders,


the preacher, and a number of other church members tried to find out


what the problem was, but without success.  Others had to take up the


slack caused by his absence.  The congregation proceeded with its


program of work and teaching.  Then one day he showed up for services


again.  There was no explanation - no confession of wrongdoing.  He


wanted to immediately retake to his former status, to be counted as a


faithful member, to be called on for prayer and used in the services. 


Would you allow this?  Think!!!


					- Greg Gwin


__________________________________________





Trends . . .


	The Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1991 edition, gives this


information about how much of our income was used for "charitable


contributions." In the table below various ranges of income are on the


left.  The percent given to charity is on the right.





	zero to $10,000		5.5%


	10,000 to 19,000	3.2%


	20,000 to 29,000	2.9%


	30,000 to 39,000	2.6%


	40,000 to 49,000	1.8%





The table is not complete.  All-levels of income are not included, but


there is a disturbing pattern.  It seems that many of us who say, "If I


had more, I'd give more" find ourselves practicing a lifestyle that


says, "When I get more, I keep more."


					- by Van James


_____________________________________________





Some quotes worth pondering . . .





"Never pass up a chance to keep your mouth shut."





"Reputation is made in a moment; character is built in a lifetime."


______________________________________________





News from Collegevue . . .


	There are many gospel meetings in Middle Tennessee at this time of


year.  This week there will be several nearby, including Lanton (Bill


Cavender); Eastside/Shelbyville (Jeff May); El Bethel /Shelbyville


(Johnny Felker); Woodbury (Carroll Sutton).  Plan to attend one of these


meetings.  You will encourage the brethren, and you will benefit, too.


	Continue to pray for the sick, including Gordon Meade's father, Ricky


Rummage (grandson of James & Martha), Edith Massey, and others.  We were


sorry to learn that Olga Kim's aunt (Vadim's sister) died in


Uzbekistan.  Keep this family in your prayers.


	Our Summer Bible Series is just three weeks away.  Make plans for you


and your entire family to be here for each session.  The teachers are


hard at work preparing lessons.  Do your part to make this a great Bible


study series.


	We'll meet at 5:30 this evening for an extra period of singing


practice.  Plan to be here.


	Try this suggestion:  Sit down with your church directory this week and


spend a moment praying for every member of this church.  Pray for each


one specifically.   We will all benefit from the prayers you offer in


our behalf.  And, be sure to thank God for our wonderful family at


Collegevue.


	Figures for the week of 5/30/99:  AM, 95; PM, 77; Wednesday, 78;


Contribution, $1962


_______________________________________________





"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN,


and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper"


bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this


material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give


proper credit to the respective authors.





- Greg Gwin


        ggwin@edge.net
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