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Options That Married People Do Not Have





	When two people are married, they often vow to love, honor and cherish


one anouther for better or worse, in sickness and in health, and in


prosperity and in adversity until death parts them.  But many couples,


both young and old, later decide that they don't want to and don't have


to stay married.  God has given them no such option!  Jesus said, "What


therefore God hath joined together, let not men put asunder" (Matt.


19:6).


	Some decide that they want a divorce from a mate because they are "no


longer in love" with that mate.  They should have been certain about


their love before the marriage.  And they need to know that God commands


husbands and wives to love one another (Ephesians 5:25,28,33).  Husbands


and wives do not have the option of deciding to stop loving one another.


	Some decide that they want a divorce because a mate has contracted a


debilitating disease (M.S., M.D., etc.) or has been paralyzed by an


accident, etc., and their continued care constitutes a "hardship."  But


God has not given them that option.  The unfortunate mate needs them


more than ever, and they need to show the nobility of their love, their


character and their commitment.


	Some decide that they want a divorce because they have found someone


else that they "truly love" (or like better), someone who also shows


greater love for them (their perception) than their mate.  But, again,


God did not give them any such option.  Marriage is for life, and not


"until you find someone you like better."


	Some decide that they want a divorce because they "just don't get along


well" with their mate, or they "really weren't ready for such a


commitment," or they have found that "they are no longer compatible"


with their mate, or they "don't feel loved and important," or they


"argue all the time," etc., but God has given them no such option.  Grow


up, mature, get help, but work out your problems.  The majority of


divorced and remarried people admit that they were better off in their


first marriage than they realized.


	Marriage is of God; He who originated it has a right to regulate it; He


has done so in the Bible.  His plan is one man and one woman for life -


with only one exception (Matt. 19:9).  That one exception is fornication


(sexual immorality).  The innocent, faithful mate has been given the


right to divorce the guilty party and to marry another.  The guilty mate


has been given no such right.


	When two people marry, they have entered in a serious, life-long


relationship.  Both need to be sure that they are ready for such a


commitment.  God's law is clear and unchanging.


				- by Bill Crews (edited for length)


______________________________________________





Abandon Youth Ministries





	The May issue of The Christian Chronicle carried an interview with


LeGard Smith, now "Scholar in Residence for Christian Studies" at David


Lipscomb University in Nashville.  One item caught my attention.  Smith


was asked what he would say if he had the undivided attention of every


member of churches of Christ for 10 minutes.  Included in his answer: ".


. . I would call on the church to abandon youth ministries, which have


toppled the spiritual hierarchy.  Throughout Scripture, spiritual


leadership is not only male, but it's elder. It's the wisdom of the


years that leads and nurtures younger generations."


	Abandon youth ministries.  This is not the cry of some old fogey


ultra-conservative who resists change at every turn.  It is the counsel


of one who is seeing among his peers the ripe fruit of an ill-advised


tree.


	Youth ministries typically feature two things: abundant recreational


activities and shallow, entertaining instruction.  What happens when


teens who are accustomed to such things become adults?  Will they


immediately consider themselves too old for church-sponsored recreation,


or suddenly insist on more sober worship and meatier preaching?  Of


course not.  As a result, today's "adult church" has in many cases


become just a slightly toned-down version of yesterday's "youth church."


	The Bible, of course, knows nothing of youth ministries, youth church,


or church-sponsored recreation for any age.  And it emphatically warns


against ear-tickling preaching (2 Tim. 4:3-4).


	This warning is timely. In recent years, increasing numbers of


congregations which have stood opposed to institutionalism and


church-sponsored recreation (things readily accepted by Smith's


associates) are beginning to dabble in youth ministries.  We don't call


them that, of course, and in most cases we have not yet crossed the line


into unauthorized activities.  But the trend is cause for concern.


	Special meetings for young people call for certain speakers, those


whose presentations are more entertaining.  The truth is slightly


repackaged - less Bible reading and exposition, more stories and humor,


and lessons that are mostly application with content limited to


"relevant" (daily living) themes.  Parents provide ample food and


entertainment.


	Do not misunderstand.  No one opposes occasional sermons targeted at a


particular segment of the audience, nor do we underestimate the value of


young Christians getting together.  However, when meetings for young


people consistently take on a more entertaining air, when the add-on


recreation becomes expected, when we advertise it along with the worship


(even though it is not paid for from the church's treasury), and when


brethren begin to say that we may lose our young people without such


events, we have gone farther than we think down the wrong path. 


					- by Frank Himmel


______________________________________________





Once Saved, Always Saved?





This popular denominational doctrine is also known as "The Impossibility


of Apostasy" or "The Perseverance of the Saints." The Westminister


Confession describes it this way: "They whom God hath accepted in His


beloved, effectually called and sanctified by His Spirit, can neither


totally nor finally fall away from the state of Grace; but shall


certainly persevere therein to the end, and be eternally saved."


	This doctrine is NOT supported by what is taught in God's Word.  Note:


	"Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified


by the law, ye are fallen from grace." (Galatians 5:4)  This verse shows


that some that were in God's grace could fall from His grace.  How can


this Scripture be harmonized with the statement above?


	"Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of


unbelief, in departing from the living God.  But exhort one another


daily, while it is called today; lest any of you be hardened through the


deceitfulness of sin.  For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold


the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end." (Hebrews


3:12-14)  This passage is addressed to "brethren," and they are warned


about the possibility of "departing from the living God" and about being


"hardened through the deceitfulness of sin." Their salvation was


conditional upon holding "the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto


the end."


	"For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the


knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled


therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the


beginning.  For it had been better for them not to have known the way of


righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy


commandment delivered unto them. But it is happened unto them according


to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the


sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire." (2 Peter 2:20-22) 


Observe those who are described in this text - people who had "escaped


the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord."  These


people were saved, but they could be "entangled" again and "overcome." 


And, that latter state would be worse than before they had ever known


the Lord.  Clearly, they could be lost after having been saved.


	More Bible verses are available on this subject, but just these three


passages make it clear that "once saved, always saved" is not taught in


God's Word.


					- by Greg Gwin


______________________________________________





Trends . . .


	The National Center for Health Statistics reports that by age 13, 1 in


12 kids is no longer a virgin, by 15 a third of girls and 45% of boys


have had sex.  By age 19, nearly 80% have engaged in sex. 


					- via Ladies' Home Journal





2 Timothy 2:22  "Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness,


faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure


heart."


_____________________________________________





Some quotes worth pondering . . .





"Repentance is never too soon; but it may be too late."





"When it seems hardest to pray, we must pray hardest."


______________________________________________





News from Collegevue . . .


August 26, 2001


	Welcome to the services at Collegevue.  Thanks for coming.  We


especially greet our visitors.  Won't you please come again real soon? 


Please let us know if you have questions or need our assistance in Bible


study, etc. 


	Prayers for the sick are much needed, including: James Sanders and


Homer Jackson who are seriously ill, Jane and Linda Collins, and others. 


	Address info for new member Gary Jackson is: 506 West 14th St.,


Columbia, TN  38401; phone 490-8691.  Please update your directories.


	Figures for the week of 8/19/01:  Sun.: AM, 115; PM, 91; Wed., 86;


Contrib., $3633


______________________________________________





"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN,


and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper"


bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this


material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give


proper credit to the respective authors.





- Greg Gwin


        ggwin@edge.net
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