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Bible Reading





	Christians, do you read the Bible in your families every day?  Do you


read it in your closet every day?  And do you read it not to quiet your


conscience as a work of penance; but do you read it as a pleasure


anxiously to be sought after?  If you do, I need not tell you what


utility, pleasure, and happiness is in the blessed employment.  But if


you do not, you may rest assured there is something greatly wrong,


which, if it is not abandoned, subdued, or vanquished soon, will cause


you sorrows, if not agonies, when you will be less able to conflict with


them than at present.  Resolve this moment, I pray you, that you will


begin today to read the Bible, to enjoy God and Christ and the hope of


immortality.  "Let not mercy and truth forsake thee, bind them about thy


neck, write them upon the table of thine heart; so shalt thou find favor


and good understanding in the sight of God and man."  Then will you say


with Solomon, "Happy is the man that findeth wisdom and the man that


getteth understanding: for the merchandise of it is better than the


merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold.  She is more


precious than rubies, and all the things thou canst desire are not to be


compared with her.  Length of days is in her right hand, and in her left


hand riches and honor: her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her


paths are peace." "Begin today: 'tis madness to defer." The religious


world -- I mean the great majority of all professors -- are Bible


neglecters. Their ignorance, prejudice, and error show it.  I beseech


you, daily, habitually, constantly, prayerfully read the Bible in its


proper connections, and you will grow in grace as you grow in the


knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ our Lord.  The Lord will bless you,


as he has said, in this deed. Read James 1:22-25, and may you prove it


true!


					- by Alexander Campbell


			The Millennial Harbinger, January, 1839


______________________________________________





What Is Wrong With Denominational Baptism?





	Nearly every religious denomination practices the rite which they call


baptism.  The Roman Catholics, Methodists, Presbyterians and


Episcopalians are foremost in sprinkling and pouring water for baptism,


and the Baptists, Christian Churches, Mormons and Adventists are


outstanding among those who immerse.  But denominational baptism,


regardless of the "form" or "mode" used, is of absolutely no value


whatever.  An individual experiencing denominational baptism is made no


better spiritually, but is generally found to be in worse condition


spiritually due to the fact that such a one becomes self-satisfied with


his mind to the truth of Christ, and will refuse to consider the fact


that what he has done is not in harmony with the New Testament. 


Consider, please, the following facts about denominational baptism as


contrastcd with the baptism taught and commanded in the New Testament.


	1) Denominational Baptism Has The Wrong Authority. Jesus never


commanded men to be baptized into any denomination.  Jesus and the


Apostles commanded a baptism that puts one into a relationship with


Christ (Romans 6:3-5; Galatians 3:26-27) and into a relationship with


the body of Christ, which is the church of Christ (I Corinthians 12:13;


Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:18).  Please take your New Testament and


read these passages.  Denominational baptism rendered only on


denominational authority is no baptism at all.


	2)	Denominational Baptism Has The Wrong Subject.  Many denominations


"baptize" infants, young children, and the untaught and unbelieving. 


Most denominations tell a man he is already saved before baptism, that


baptism has nothing to do with remission of his past sins.  But in the


Bible the person who was baptized was one who was a servant of sin, that


is, had committed sin (Romans 6:16-18); was one who had heard and


believed the gospel of Christ (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 18:8); was one who


was penitent of his past sins and changed his mind concerning sin (Acts


2:37-38).  Thus, the subject of New Testament baptism is a penitent


believer, old enough to know and understand sin, and to obey the gospel


in baptism for the remission of his past sins.  Infants are thus


excluded!


	3)	Denominational Baptism Has The Wrong Purpose.  Denominations tell


people to be baptized because they are already saved.  New Testament


baptism is for the remission of sins, or in order to be saved (Mark


16:16; Acts 22:16; I Peter 3:21).


	4)	Denominational Baptism Is Preceded By The Wrong Order.  The


denominational order is: (1) Repentance, (2) Faith, (3) Salvation, (4)


Baptism.  The New Testament order is: (1) Faith in Christ, (2)


Repentance, (3) Confession of Christ, (4) Baptism, (5) Saved.  To be


sure this is right, please read Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:16; Acts


2:37-38; 8:26-39; 18:8.


	5) Denominational Baptism Puts One Into The Wrong Church.  When one is


baptized with and by denominational baptism, he becomes a member of that


denomination.  But denominations are not found in the Word of God.  God


never began them, nor told anyone to be a member of them.  The baptism


of the New Testament puts one into the right church, the only one that


Christ has anything to do with.  He built it (Matthew 16:18).  It is His


body, or people (Ephesians 1:22-23).  He adds the baptized to His church


(Acts 2:47), because they have obeyed Him (Hebrews 5:8-9).


	Consider this matter carefully.  If you have been baptized into a


denomination, you have not been baptized at all.  I urge you to forsake


denominationalism, your denominational baptism and name, and come to


Jesus, being baptized with the baptism He commanded that He might save


you from your past sins and add you to His church (Acts 2:47).


					- by Bill Cavender 


______________________________________________





I Didn't Know He Was Holding A Grudge





	I was reading through some old correspondence the other day and came


across a letter I wrote to a brother in Christ.  I had learned that this


man was reporting to others that I had wronged him.  In fact, it turns


out that he was upset about a conversation we'd had several years


before.  He had taken my words, ascribed to them a meaning I never


intended, judged the intent of my heart, and had been terribly hurt by


it all.  By the time I learned of this situation, the brother had been


harboring the grudge against me for a long time.  I hope that my letter


of apology to him and my request for forgiveness finally put the matter


to rest.


	This episode surely illustrates several important points:


	1) We owe one another the "benefit of the doubt".  It is simply wrong


to jump to conclusions and to assume the worst in our brethren (1 Cor.


13:4-7).  We should realize that we cannot read another person's mind (1


Cor. 2:11).  That being the case, whenever there is a potential problem,


go to the source and check it out.  There is no excuse for acting upon


assumptions.  Those assumptions often turn out to be wrong!  In the case


I mentioned above, the whole thing could have been solved in a few


moments if the brother had simply voiced his concerns to me.


	2) When we fail to go to a fellow Christian with such issues, we are


directly violating the commands of God.  Matthew 18:15-17 places a clear


obligation on us to go to anyone who has wronged us, and to seek


reconciliation.  If I had, in fact, wronged this brother, he only made


things worse by sinning in the matter by not approaching me.


	3) Why did this man speak to others, and not to me?  If it was worth


mentioning to anyone at all, it was worth mentioning to me.  The


warnings against gossip are very plain (1 Timothy 5:13).


	4) This whole business of holding grudges is contrary to the will of


God.  Do we not recall the words of Jesus?  He said, "if ye forgive not


men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses"


(Matthew 6:15).


					- by Greg Gwin


______________________________________________





Trends . . .


	Women now account for 39% of smoking related deaths, a proportion that


has more than doubled since 1965.  Smoking has killed 3 million women


since 1980.  Lung cancer, once rare among women,  is now the top female


cancer killer, claiming more lives annually than does breast cancer. 


Smoking cuts a woman's life by an average of 14 years.  


					- via USA Today, 3/27/01


 


1 Corinthians 6:19  "What? know ye not that your body is the temple of


the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not


your own?"


_____________________________________________





Some quotes worth pondering . . .





"A poor listener seldom hears a good sermon."





"Repentance is never too soon; but it may be too late."


______________________________________________





News from Collegevue . . .


August 5, 2001


	Who's out there on the lake?  The golf course?  At the park?  It's not


you!  You made the important choice to be here today to worship God and


learn from His word.  Good for you!  Keep up the good work!  We're glad


to see each one of you on this Lord's day.  We extend a special welcome


to our visitors, and we invite you to come back at your earliest


opportunity. 


	Pray for those who are sick, including: Elaine Vernon (in the hospital


this week because of a blood clot in her leg); Francis Riggins (mother


of Coletta Poole, who is very ill in the hospital with pneumonia and


other complications); Homer Jackson (Martha Rummage's brother, in the


hospital in Nashville and gravely ill); Jane Collins (who has been ill


for several weeks), and others.


	Our special monthly service devoted to prayer will be next Sunday


evening.  Be sure to mark the list in the foyer if you have special


items to be included in the prayers.


	This evening at 5:30 we'll meet for the purpose of learning and


practicing some new songs.  Plan to be here.  (No children's class


today.)  And, remember that the Ladies' Bible class is suspended until


September 6th.


	To all of you who are so faithful to be present every time the doors


are open, who make every effort to be present at every service, who


re-arrange schedules and simply miss certain activities so you can be


here -- our thanks and admiration.  You are a great example to us all!


	Figures for the week of 7/22/01:  Sun.: AM, 108; PM, 95; Wed., 101;


Contrib., $3529


______________________________________________





"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN,


and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper"


bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this


material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give


proper credit to the respective authors.





- Greg Gwin


        ggwin@edge.net
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