Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.
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 “Truth Does Not Fear Investigation”

There’s a good saying that brethren have used over the years to show our sincerity in what we practice and preach: "truth does not fear investigation." The idea is that if one is genuinely concerned about doing right, he’ll not be afraid of someone else questioning what he does. By frequent examinations and regular defenses one is constantly kept "in check." If by an "investigation" one’s preaching and/or practice is proven true, great. If however it is proven to be false, there’s a since in which this is also great, for now the sincere individual can make the necessary changes to get back on track and be right.

Unfortunately, not everyone is interested in truth. Some are content to go on in their error hoping no one will ever challenge them. If they are questioned, too many write it off as being "bothered" and ignore the "investigator." How sad!

Those fearful of investigation need reminding of what Peter wrote, "...be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you..." (1 Pt. 3:15). When a person gets to the point where they cannot defend or give an answer for what they’re doing, it’s time to do something else. While error may clam up, get aggravated and run from it - truth does not fear investigation. What about you?! 

- by David McPherson
______________________________________________

One of our Collegevue members writes about . . .

The ‘What’s’ and ‘Why’s’ of Salvation

In the last few weeks I have been pondering through some verses that I believe are essential to getting to Heaven.

In Isa. 59:2 the scripture says “But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.”

Why does he say that God will not hear, because of “sins”?

This is a very important fact that we should see.  When we are discussing the salvation issue the term Sin has to be involved.  Our salvation, as we will see later in this article, will depend upon our sins being wiped away or not accounted unto us any longer.

Even in the Old Law it was important that sins be forgiven.  In Lev 5:10 it says, “And he shall offer the second for a burnt offering, according to the manner: and the priest shall make an atonement for him for his sin which he hath sinned, and it shall be forgiven him.”
One thing we learn from this passage is that there was a sacrifice given in order for sins to be forgiven.  I like what the Hebrew writer says in 9:22, “And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.”
We know that if blood had to be shed in order to forgive sins that is a “Big Deal.”  This actually proves that spiritual life is connected to some type of sacrifice being made.  God didn’t ask them to do it.  He required it.

John, in writing the Revelation letter makes this statement about Christ, “Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood…” 1:5.  So if we just took this passage, it would clearly implicate that Christ washed away everyone sins, wouldn’t it?  If we didn’t take the totality of teaching from the N.T. on any issue we would be lead to believe that which wasn’t so.  Notice what he says in Rom. 3:25, “Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God…” He ties faith in His blood to Him becoming a propitiation.  Paul has to qualify the statement.  If we understand it right, we can clearly see now that Christ did not come and wash away the sins of all, but to only those that actually do something for it.  But that doesn’t make sense because Paul stated in Rom. 5:18 that is was a “free gift”.  

How can we understand these scriptures together without having them contradict each other?  Just because something is called a gift doesn’t mean that conditions can’t be tied to the gift.  If I told my son that “if he graduated high school I would buy him a new car” would that not make the new car a gift?   I believe it is still a gift.  I just attached conditions to it.  The Hebrew writer in his statement about Christ wrote this “And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;”  He attached a condition to it didn’t he.  He linked eternal salvation to obedience.  Obedience requires Belief (Acts 16:31) Repentance (Acts 2:38), Confession (Rom. 10:10), Baptism (Acts 22:16) and living a faithful life (Rev 2:10).

So, in conclusion, if we want to go to Heaven, we must first have our sins washed away, which comes by our obedience to His Word and continuing in obedience afterwards.

- by Wade Shelton
____________________________________________

Some That God Labels As “Fools”

We know that we are forbidden to call others fools:

Matthew 5:22  "But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire."

But God, who knows the hearts of men perfectly, can use this label, and has done so in regards to these persons:

 Those who say there is no God
Psalms 14:1  "The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God."

 Those who leave God out of their plans
Luke 12:16-21  "And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully . . . And he said . . . Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.  But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?  So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God."

 Those who hear His Word but fail to obey
Matthew 7:26-27  "And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:  And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it."

 Those who initially obey the truth but then turn away
Galatians 1:6  "I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel:" 3:1  "O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?"

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

The governing body of the city of San Francisco - the Board of Supervisors - voted unanimously to approve a non-binding resolution blasting the Catholic Church for its opposition to homosexual adoption. . . the supervisors contended, "Same-sex couples are just as qualified to be parents as are heterosexual couples". . . and stated that the Catholic church has insulted “the people of San Francisco and the values they hold dear.''  

- via www.lifesite.net

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 (NASV)  "Do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God."
______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“We all need someone who will urge us on to do what we are capable of doing.”

“Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak; courage is also what it takes to sit down and listen.”  - Winston Churchill

“The father who does not teach his son his duties is equally guilty with the son who neglects them.”

“No matter what you've done for yourself or for humanity, if you can't look back on having given love and attention to your own family, what have you really accomplished?”

______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

March 26, 2006

Greetings!  We’re glad to see you on this Lord’s Day, and glad you have chosen to join us in these important times of Bible study and worship.  We pray that God will be glorified by all we do today, and that each of us will be edified and strengthened in the faith.

We offer a special word of welcome to all of our visitors.  We’re grateful for your presence and we invite you to come again at your earliest opportunity.  We would be glad to study any Bible question with you.  Please let us know how we can help.

Baptism:  We rejoiced to witness the baptism of Mandy Clark last Sunday evening.  Pray for her and encourage her as she begins her new life in Christ.

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including Suzette Haley, Alvin Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Norma Goodman, Carolyn Stacy, Buddy Hood, Jane Collins, Kim Futrell, Kris Johnson’s mother, Katie Kasun, Jill Quillen, Ada Beckum, Warren Cook, and others.   Also remember the brothers of Jennifer Ring and Timothy Nolan as they serve in the army in Iraq.

Listen to “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday night at 8pm. This week we will examine “how to deal with adversity.”  Go to www.TheVirtual BibleStudy.com to listen. Tell others! 

There is a gospel meeting this week at Hickory Heights in Lewisburg.  Check the bulletin board for details.

Figures for the week of 3/19/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 112;  AM, 142; PM, 125; Wed., 131; Contrib., $2546
______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























