Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________

THE BEACON   -  Electronic Edition  -  10/24/06
Making Plans For The Days Ahead

Now listen, you who say, today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast and brag.  All such boasting is evil. Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, to him it is sin” (James 4: 13-17).

In this passage we are being warned about sin. But what is the sin being condemned? Is it making plans for today? Is it making plans for tomorrow? Is it moving to another city? Is it being there for a year? Is it doing business there? Is it making money? No, it would not seem so from the Bible.  There is nothing necessarily wrong with any of these things. In fact, the Bible condemns sloth and laziness as just “a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest” (Proverbs 24:30-34), saying that suddenly poverty “will come on you like a bandit” (NIV).

What then is the wrong if it is not the planning? It appears to be leaving the Lord’s will out of the planning! Those dreams, hopes, and plans for today, tomorrow and the future need to be guided by God’s will at the center of our lives. It can “completely outfit” or “thoroughly furnish” us for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17). It is “everything we need for life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3). Whatever plans we make, then, have to take into careful consideration whether they are at odds with the Scripture. And if we do not then we are sinning. We are being guided by something else, by our own wisdom, instead of applying the Lord’s wisdom to our lives. James says it is a form of boasting and bragging, and it is evil.

With some thought we can see how this is true:

· Mom and Dad are sending their boy off to college. They know it’s a good school but have no idea about the character of the nearby congregation...
· Here’s a young girl considering a proposal of marriage. She knows he’s handsome and has a good job and money, but not much about him spiritually...
· A family is considering a move to a town for Dad to have a better job, but it is a very worldly place...
· An older couple are going to move down south to a lovely retirement community, but don’t know if a congregation is near...
What is needed in each of these situations? It is a genuine concern for the Lord’s will from a heart that will put His will into the practice of their everyday life.

This lack is what we may call a sin of neglect. It is not like actually committing a sin as when we lie or steal or hate. It is one in which we omit or neglect to do something that we ought to do, like speaking up for the truth, or sharing what we have, or loving our neighbor as ourselves. In the case of such examples as we suggested, as with all of life’s serious choices, we should look at the Scripture to see its principles and precepts for the situation at hand (1 Peter 4:11), and then pray for wisdom to deal with the choices we have (James 1:5).

James says such planning is a good thing to do! He said why earlier: “Receive with meekness .the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” (James 1:21-22).

- by Robert Hines

_______________________________________________

Are We Making Divorce an Unforgivable Sin?

Jesus said, “Whoever divorces his wife, except for fornication, and marries another woman, commits adultery” (Mt. 19:9).

What if a man does what Jesus prohibited? He divorces his wife simply because he no longer loves her, then later he marries another woman. Clearly, he is guilty of adultery. Now, what if this man wants to be forgiven? Let’s assume he is not a Christian. He learns about Jesus’ atonement, believes, and wants to be baptized into Christ. Can he continue in his marriage to his second wife? Many say yes, since baptism is for forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38). If someone objects that this unauthorized remarriage is still adultery, the objector may be accused of making divorce/adultery an unforgivable sin.

What if a man is married to multiple women? (It is illegal in this country, but not in all.) He ignores God’s law of one man, one woman (Mt. 19:5-6). He is guilty of polygamy. Now, what if this man wants to be forgiven? He, too, wants to be baptized into Christ. Can he continue to live with all these woman? If not, why not? Why does forgiveness not cleanse his wrong relationships? Is polygamy an unforgivable sin?

What if a man is living with a woman?  They don’t bother with marriage, they just live together. Their cohabitation makes them guilty of fornication (Heb. 13:4).  Now, what if this man wants to be forgiven? He, too, wants to be baptized into Christ. Can he continue to live with the woman? If not, why not? Why does forgiveness not cleanse his wrong relationship? Is fornication an unforgivable sin?

What if a man is living with another man? They are not merely roommates, they are lovers: “men with men committing indecent acts” (Rom. 1:27).  They are guilty of homosexuality. Now, what if this man wants to be forgiven? He, too, wants to be baptized into Christ. Can he continue to live with the man? If not, why not? Why does forgiveness not cleanse his wrong relationship? Is homosexuality an unforgivable sin?

Four relationships. Each one is wrong.  Why, then, do so many say that the last three must end if one wants to be right with God, but the first may continue?  What’s the difference? The only difference I see is that the first is more socially acceptable. (It will be interesting to see how the fourth is viewed as homosexuality becomes increasingly acceptable.)

The question is not, What sin(s) can be forgiven? The question is, What does God require in order to be forgiven? God requires repentance, as well as belief and baptism (Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30). Repentance is a change of heart and a corresponding change of life (Lk. 3:8-14; Acts 26:20). One has not repented when he determines to continue right on in his sin, whatever it is. And one who will not repent cannot expect to be forgiven. 

- by Frank Himmel

____________________________________________

Divine Authority for Marriage

Some of our brethren have implied that the marriage, divorce, remarriage question is so difficult and confusing that we simply cannot hope to understand it, much less agree about it. And, they say, since this subject is such an ambiguous one we should tolerate the diversity of teaching on it. We should never brand anyone as a false teacher, and we certainly ought not break fellowship with those who believe and practice differently than we do.
This position is a clear indictment against God. It basically says that He was unable or unwilling to inform us (in terms that we can understand) concerning a subject of crucial importance. We deny it!  Eph. 3:3-5 says that we can read and understand Gods will for us.
Upon investigating the Scriptures (Matthew 5:32;  19:9;  Mark 10:11,12;  Romans 7:2,3;  1 Corinthians 7:10,11), we find that the following people are given divine authority to marry:
· those who have never been previous bound in a marriage,

· those who have lost previous scriptural mate(s) to death, or

· those who have taken action to “put away” an unfaithful mate for the cause of fornication.

Where is the authority (Col. 3:17) for:

· the “guilty the “guilty party” to remarry?

any “put away” person to remarry, even if they were innocent of fornication?
After looking at the Scriptures, we wonder why this is supposed to be such a difficult subject to understand!?!
- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

A survey of American adults found that over half (51.5%) pray less than once per day.

- via USA Today, 9/12/06

Luke 18:1  ". . . men ought always to pray, and not to faint;"

_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .

“A small act of kindness can be a big help.”

“Blaming your faults on others does not remove your responsibility for your actions.” 
______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

October 22, 2006

We are grateful for your presence here today – with a special greeting to our visitors.  Thanks for being here!

Continue to prayer for the sick, including: Tina Overton, Alvin Lunn, Dugin Kincaid, Jill Quillen’s father, Kim Futrell, and others.  

BAPTISM:  We rejoiced to see Kristen Luttrell obey the gospel on the 8th.  Pray for her as she begins he new life in Christ, and as she continues her service in the military.

Special thanks to Joel Gwin, Britt Hanes, and Arthur Hanes for preaching and preaching while Greg was in a gospel meeting at Powderly, KY, last weekend.

This week:

· Services tonight at 6pm

· Group 4 meets after services tonight

· Wednesday Bible study at 7pm

· Thursday morning class at 10am (last class for this fall)

· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ on the Internet, Thursday 8pm
· Gospel meetings at Hickory Heights in Lewisburg, and College Place in Lawrenceburg (see bulletin board for all the specifics)
· A special work day here at the building on Saturday to clean, do yard work, etc.  Check with the elders and deacons for details on the work to be done
Coming up:

· Our fall gospel, November 12-17, with various speakers (flyers are available for you to use in inviting others)

Figures for the week of 10/15/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 1191  AM, 134; PM, 133; Wed., 120; Contrib., $2815
______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.CollegevueChurch.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























