Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________

THE BEACON   -  Electronic Edition  -  11/14/06
Great Evangelistic Tool

I think it works better than radio, better than auto-dialers, better than showings of Jule Miller filmstrips, better than mailing out a bulletin, better than Dial-a-bible-reading, better than debates, better than cable tv.

What is it? It’s brethren not being conformed to the world.

If a church is made up of people who understand 184 current and past issues correctly, but their lives do not show superior conduct, servitude, and holiness, don’t expect an auto dialer, computer, printer, broadcast antenna, or cable outlet to compensate for the failure.

When church members think like the world, dress like the world; talk like the world; and chase money and status symbols like the world, it is the world that is winning them, not the other way around.

When church members are selfish, egotistical, arrogant, and shallow, then they are not in a position to help the world to a higher plane.

If our families are splitting up, our children are dropping out, and our homes are little different from our neighbors then our “light” gets rather difficult to notice.

But if people learn self-denial (Luke 9:23), learn submission to God and care for neighbor (Matthew 22), learn to be servants (John 13), learn to be content (1 Timothy 6:8), learn to invest in family (Titus 2:5; Ephesians 6:4, Proverbs 22:6), and learn to clean out the inside of the cup, not just the outside (Matthew 23), then bright lights will shine.

“Ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a people for God’s own possession, that ye may show forth the execellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light...having your behavior seemly among the gentiles; that...they may glorify God” (1 Peter 2:9-12).

“Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God ... and be not fashioned according to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:1-2)

We are not called simply to know some things different from the world - we are called to rise above the world, and to “be holy” (1 Peter 1:15). And when people become that kind of light, it creates a great evangelistic tool.

And it will far exceed the effect of debates, radio, tv, and mail outs.

- by Scott Smelser

_____________________________________________

“The Lord Looks at the Heart”
Samuel went to Jesse’s house to anoint Israel’s next king. Eliab, Jesse’s oldest son, surely looked the part. But God said, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7).

“The Lord looks at the heart.” What a refreshing thought. Our society puts such a premium on looks. How many millions do we spend on makeup, hairdos, tints, lotions, diet plans, clothes, jewelry, and the like, all trying to look better? And with all that, most of us achieve mediocrity at best. There is only so much one can do! Aren’t you glad to know that God is much more interested in character, something over which you have far greater control?

“The Lord looks at the heart.” What a reassuring thought. Men at times misinterpret our actions. You intervene, trying only to reconcile quarreling brethren, and are told to quit being nosy and mind your own business, You lovingly attempt to warn one overtaken in a trespass, but you are castigated as mean and self-righteous. Like Mary anointing Jesus’ feet, you try to do your best for the Lord yet meet criticism from thoughtless brethren (Mt. 26:6-13). Take comfort: God knows you heart.

“The Lord looks at the heart.” What a sobering thought. Our excuses for failure to act may satisfy men, but the Lord knows the real story. He sees right through the noble-sounding “spin” we put on our side of a dispute. When worship is a sham, He is aware of it. When selfishness or lust or pride or envy drives us, He recognizes it, “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do” (Heb 4:13). 

- by Frank Himmel
_______________________________________________

Never Give Up

Sometimes in this old world, we may begin to sense that we are being overwhelmed and that we are helpless in our attempt to call men back to God and to his eternal will. Let me encourage all of us to remember some basic truths that should motivate us: 
One, God is still God! He has not left us; He has not changed! His blessings, expectations, promises and warnings remain firm. 
Two, It is not our job to force people to accept the truth, but, rather, it is our task to keep preaching the truth. The only way that truth is ineffective is if we allow the world to silence the voice of righteousness, or we begin to timidly question it. God demands loving but fearless messengers. 
Three, make up your mind that no matter what the world does, you will not compromise with evil. Light dispels darkness. The only way darkness dominates is when we hide our lights. Remember! The Bible still says, go out from their midst, and be separate says the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; then I will welcome you.” (2 Cor. 6:17).

- by Les McGalliard
_____________________________________________

Gospel Meetings:  Worth the Effort!

A gospel meeting week is always a busy and tiring time.  We have all the other normal activities that typically crowd our schedules, and then, on top of everything else, we are at church services each evening.  By Friday night we are dog-tired and worn out.  But, no doubt about it, it is well worth the effort.

On one occasion (Matthew 15:32-39; Mark 8:1-9) there were thousands of people who followed Jesus to hear Him preach.  They continued with him for three solid days.  In fact, they were so intent on receiving His lessons that they didn’t even take time to eat.  Do you think they were tired?  Hungry?  Of course, they were.  But the blessings they received far surpassed the trouble and effort they expended to be there.

This same thing will be true of you this week if you put forth the effort to attend the gospel meeting.  You’ll be tired and feeling the pressure of the added stress in your weekly schedule.  But at the end of the week, you:

- will be built up by the good gospel sermons you have heard

- will be encouraged by having spent quality time with your brothers and sisters in Christ

- will have served as a positive example for others, including your own family

- will have supported the preaching the gospel

- will be blessed and feel spiritually stronger for having enthusiastically participated in this gospel meeting effort.

With all this in mind, can we count on seeing YOU at every service this week?  If not, why not?

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

27% (18 million) American children are growing up in a single-parent home.  Of these, only one out eight is headed by a father.

- via North Carolina Family Life Council

Ephesians 6:4  "And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord."

_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .

“When you admit that you are wrong, you have made the first step toward getting right.”

“The best way to break a bad habit is to drop it.”

“He that knows little, often repeats it.”

“Worthwhile things require time, patience, and hard work.”

“No matter how bad your situation is, you can lose your temper and make it worse.”

“A man can be judged by the things at which he laughs.”

“Evil takes giant steps forward when Good sits down to rest.”

“You are not the first to have happen to you whatever it is that is happening.” 
______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

November 12, 2006

Special greetings to you today – with a warm welcome to all of our visitors.  

Continue to prayer for the sick, including: Tina Overton, Alvin Lunn, Dugin Kincaid, Kim Futrell, Tom Goodall’s cousin in Florida (cancer), and others. 

NEW MEMBER:  We are glad to have Carol South as a new member of this congregation.  Please make her feel welcome.  Contact info:  1036 Creekview Dr., Columbia, TN  38401;  phone 540-8493.

Thanks to Tom Goodall, Jordan Toombs, Arthur Hanes, and Mike Smith for preaching and teaching while Greg was in a gospel meeting last week in Grinnell, Iowa.

We appreciate those of you who helped in the door-to-door work yesterday to invite people to the gospel meeting.  

This week:  


- GOSPEL MEETING

· TODAY (2:30pm) -- Congregational Singing

· TODAY (3:00 pm) – Andrew Roberts 

· Monday (7pm) -- Rick Duggin 

· Tuesday (7pm) -- Jim Mickells 

· Wednesday (7pm) --  Dorris Rader 

· Thursday (7pm)-- Jeff Belknap 

· Friday (7pm) --  Troy Nicholson 

· Group 2 meets after services this afternoon
· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ on the Internet, Thursday 8pm, plan to attend the live broadcast after meeting
Figures for the week of 11/5/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 128;  AM, 136; PM, 126; Wed., 131; Contrib., $3079
______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.CollegevueChurch.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























