Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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Stop Taking God’s Name in Vain

You have been a Christian for years and it is a surprise to hear some of the things you say in conversation, things like, “Oh, my God, I can’t believe it” or “My God, what happened” or “God, I’m so tired” or “Dear Lord, what a shame” or “Lordy, what a mess.”  Your friends are fairly confident these are not prayers and you’re not talking to God at all.

You may not even realize what you are saying. It may just be a habit, your long time way of intensifying something you want to say.  Whether or not you realize what you are saying, we know what it sounds like. It sounds horrible and completely out of place in your life as a Christian. It sounds like a cheapened worldly use of God’s name.

You know that one of Israel’s Ten Commandments is “You shall not take the name of the Lord our God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain” (Exodus 20:7). You know that “vain” here has the idea of “empty” or “worthless.” That’s what your “Oh my God” is: using His name in an empty and worthless way, a throwaway word rather than the sacred respect the God of heaven deserves and requires.

This worldly use of God’s name is condemned in Leviticus 19:12. “And you shall not swear by My name falsely, nor shall you profane the name of your God: I am the Lord.” The idea in “profane” is of treating something sacred in a common way, and treating something holy in an unholy way, a way that gives it no importance.

Such vain, empty, worthless, profane words are surely a part of what the Lord calls “idle” words in Matthew 12:35-36, words that do no work and accomplish nothing good. “But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment, For by your words you will be justified and by your words you will be condemned.”

It is time for you to repent of such talk, and ask the God whose name you have profaned to forgive you and help you change the way you speak to the simplicity He requires. “Let your ‘Yes,’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from the evil one” (Matthew 5:37).

You would think that as long as you have been a Christian you would have let the Lord get this out of you by now. But you haven’t. And so someone who loves you needs to be blunt with you and tell you it’s time to stop. You don’t sound like a Christian. It offsets any good you have to say.  Those who love you want you to stop. 

- by Robert Hines
_____________________________________________

It’s Always Needed!

I heard a story of a man in the mid 1950’s entering school to study engineering. A professor told the entering freshmen class to buy the best slide rule they could afford. The reason: “You will be dependent on it all your ‘professional life.” Well, of course, it wasn’t too long before the slide rule was replaced by the calculator. 

We’ve seen those same sorts of things in fairly recent years: 8 tracks, cassette tapes (almost), & even VHS tapes!

 Things that today we consider essential may quickly become obsolete. Tomorrow they may be discarded as antiques that cannot provide the help we need.

At least one thing from the past, however, will always be needed and never become obsolete. It is the Bible, God’s Holy Word. No matter how much technological change and progress takes place, the Book will remain the one sure means for getting the right answers to the complicated questions: our origin, our purpose, our needs, and our final destination.

Psalm 119:105, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”

Psalm 18:30, “As for God, His way is perfect; The word of the Lord is proven; He is a shield to all who trust in Him.”

Psalm 119:160, “The entirety of your word is truth, and every one of your righteous judgments endures forever.”

I Peter 1:23, “For you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God.”

Make sure you keep your Bible around and use it! You’ll always need it.

- by Shane Williams

_____________________________________________________

Doing Good

The New Testament tells us that Jesus “went about doing good” (Acts 10:38). Jesus spent His life in service to others and helping others. 

· Have you ever heard of a “complainer” doing good for others with his complaining? 

· Have you ever heard of a “gossip” who helped others with his/her gossip? 

· How much good has a liar ever done with his lying? 

· How many people have ever been aided by the anger from an angry person? 

· How many individuals have had their lives made happier by the slander from one who maligns another’s character? 
· How well thought of is the disagreeable and negative person who can never find good in anything? 

If we want to make a difference in our living, we need to be like the Lord Jesus and “go about doing good.”

- by Bill Dillon

_____________________________________________

How Can I Know Who Is Right?

Take a look at the divided religious world around us. Hundreds of different groups are teaching different doctrines and practicing different creeds. To the uninitiated it is surely a confusing and frustrating situation. How can a person know who is right? How can we be sure what God wants us to do? Here are some essential guidelines:

1. Remember that we are searching for God’s answer, not man’s. Worship is “in vain” when it follows “for doctrines the commandments of men” (Matt. 15:9).

2. God’s truth is revealed solely and exclusively in the Bible. Despite many claims to the contrary, no one today has received spiritual truth in any way other than from God’s word. “. . . thy word is truth” (John 17:17)

3. Not only is truth found in God’s word, but we can have confidence that every bit of truth we need is there. The Scriptures teach us everything we need to be “complete, furnished completely unto every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16,17).

4. The Bible says that there are many false teachers in the world, and warns us to “believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God” (l John 4:1).

5. Finally, we must be determined to accept God’s word, and nothing else. “If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed” (Gal. 1:9).

Understanding how important it is to know who is right in matters of religion, it behooves us all to carefully consider what we believe and what we have been doing. Jesus said we can know the truth (John 8:32). Study!

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

Half of all adults (49%) believe that the Bible teaches that money is the root of all evil.  One third (37%) disagree with this contention.  The Bible actually teaches, of course, that it is the love of money that is the root of all evil.

- via www.Barna.org

1 Timothy 6:9-10  "But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows."

_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .

“There is no telling how far a kind word or deed will travel.”

“Nothing is given so freely as advice.”

“Anger is a bad counselor.”

“It takes a great man to be a good listener.”

“He that will be great must learn to serve.” 
______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

November 19, 2006

We are very glad to see you on this Lord’s Day, and we are encouraged by your specific interest in spiritual things that has brought you here today.  Thanks for being here!  We especially greet our visitors, and we invite you to come again as soon as possible.  If you have any questions about what you see or hear in the services today, please ask.  

Continue to prayer for the sick, including: Tina Overton, Alvin Lunn, Dugin Kincaid, Kim Futrell, Freeman Riggins, and others.

Our sympathy is extended to Tom Goodall and his family in the death of his cousin in Florida last week. 

A huge thank you goes out to all of you who enthusiastically supported our gospel meeting last week.  We had great lessons from God’s Word, and we were definitely edified by the time spent together in worship and Bible study.  If you weren’t here, you missed something special!

This week:   

· Worship service this evening at 6 o’clock
· Group 3 meets after services this afternoon
· Wednesday night Bible study at 7pm
· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ on the Internet, Thursday at 8pm, plan to listen, and tell others about the program.
 Are you spending time every day in prayer and Bible study?  If not, what are you doing that is more important?
Figures for the week of 11/12/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 137;  AM, 154; PM, 131; Wed., 116; Contrib., $3814
______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.CollegevueChurch.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























