Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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The Washing of Feet

On the night that Jesus ate the Passover with the apostles in the upper room in Jerusalem (John 13), He washed their feet and said, “If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, the servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him” (vs. 14-16).
Jesus did not ‘‘institute’’ the washing of feet on this occasion. We find such being practiced as early as Abraham’s day. (Gen. 18:4) Our Lord gave a command that called upon His followers to show humility and extend hospitality, being lowly like their Lord and Master,

After the establishment of the church (Acts 2) the washing of feet is mentioned only one time in the Bible. In 1 Timothy 5:10 it is named with good works, the bringing up of children, the lodging of strangers, and relieving of the afflicted. From this we learn that the washing of feet is an act of service performed outside the assembly. There is no example of Christians coming together to wash feet. Those who try to place the washing of feet in the assembly of the saints (like the Lord’s Supper, for example) have no Bible authority for such practice.

- by Irvin Himmel
______________________________________________

Winning Souls

“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.” (Proverbs 11:30)

Let us not forget our responsibility to the lost. We have been saved by the gospel of Christ. It is ours to take that gospel to others.  Truly we have been saved to serve. Paul felt himself a debtor to all men — not because of what they had done for him hut because of what the Christ had done for him. He could pay his debt by preaching the gospel to others. (Rom. 1:15, 16) He said, ‘‘Woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!’’ and was “made all things to all men,’’ that he ‘‘might by all means save some.’’ (1 Cor. 9:16, 22).  But, what debt did Paul owe that WE do not owe?  Did not the same Christ who saved Paul save US?  Is not the gospel by which Paul was saved the gospel by which we are saved?  Is not the gospel still “the power of God unto salvation”? (Rom. 1:16) And is it not our responsibility to take this gospel to others? (Mark 16:15, 16; 2 Tim. 2:2; 1 Tim. 3:15) What are WE doing about it?  What are YOU doing about it?

Yes, ‘‘he that winneth souls is wise.’’ He is working with the most valuable material(Matt. 16:26).  He is doing a work that is far reaching and lasting — reaching into eternity itself. He is doing his duty — a duty enjoined upon him by the Lord and a duty that love for his fellowmen requires. (Mark 16:15; Matt. 22:39; 7:12) He is working with God. What an honor! What a privilege!

Let each of us give himself to faithfully teaching God’s truth to others, taking advantage of every opportunity to speak to our associates of the Christ and His truth, leading them to become obedient to the gospel. Let us work at the job of “winning souls.”

— by Paul C. Keller
_______________________________________________

Happiness

Happiness comes from within, not from without. The assurance that you have done your duty will give you an ease of conscience and peace of soul which we call “happiness”. True happiness can be found only in those who have purified their souls by the refining power of God. Do your duty toward, God, man, and yourself, and you will be happy. The early Christians were blessed with “joy unspeakable and full of glory” — they were happy, though many of them were imprisoned as vile criminals.

- by C. R. Nichol

_______________________________________________
Hope

There is no need to be worried by facetious people who try to make the Christian hope of “Heaven” ridiculous by saying that they do not want to spend eternity “playing harps”. The answer to such people is that if they cannot understand books written for grown ups, they should not talk about them. All the Scriptural imagery (harps, crowns, gold, etc.) is of course a merely symbolical attempt to express the inexpressible. Musical instruments are mentioned because for many people (not all) music is the thing known in the present life which most strongly suggests ecstasy and infinity. Crowns are mentioned to suggest the fact that those who are united with God in eternity share his splendor and power and joy. Gold is mentioned to suggest the timelessness of Heaven (gold does not rust) and the preciousness of it. People who take these symbols literally might as well think that when Christ told us to be like doves, He meant that we were to lay eggs....”

- by C. S. Lewis
_____________________________________________

Are We Saved By Faith, Or By Works?


. . . Or Are We Saved By Both?

Many people still have difficulty understanding the connection between faith and works in the Bible. There are lots of folks who would have us to believe that simple faith is the only condition for salvation from sins. They point us to numerous Bible verses which emphasize the need for believing in Jesus as God’s son.  No one can deny that this is clearly a prerequisite to salvation (John 8:24).

But what about works of obedience? What about confession (Romans 10:10), repentance (Acts 2:38), and baptism (Mark 16:16)? How do these commands fit into the scheme of redemption? Are they necessary or not?

The answer is simple — it takes both. Both faith and works of obedience are needed in order to please God. There are lots of ways we could prove this, but look at just one reference in the New Testament to an Old Testament event. In Hebrews 11:31 Rahab the harlot is commended for her faith, and it says that her faith saved her from the destruction of Jericho. . .

"By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace."

But just a few pages over in your Bible you read of her again. This time in James 2:25 her works are mentioned, and it says that these were the basis of her justification. . .

"Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way?"

Which was it, faith or works?  The answer is easy — it was both!  In fact, it is foolish to try to separate the two.

In the same way, we must
believe that Jesus is the only begotten son of God, and upon that faith we must obey the commands found in the scriptures.  No need to try to separate the two — they belong together — God made them that way!

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

Americans who give their religious affiliation as “Church of Christ” are more likely than any other group to attend weekly worship services, a new Gallup Poll reports.  Sixty-eight percent of members of the church of Christ interviewed by Gallup said they attend worship services at least once a week or almost every week.

Denominations on the list included:

•
Mormons — 67 percent

•
Pentecostal - 65 percent

•
Southern Baptist - 60 percent

•
Catholic - 45 percent

•
Methodist — 44 percent

•
Lutheran — 43 percent

•
Episcopal — 32 percent

- via www.Gallup.com

Hebrews 10:25  "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching." 

_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .

“An old man was asked what had robbed him of joy the most in his lifetime. He replied, “Things that never happened.”

“Life without God’s guidance is like a giant jigsaw puzzle in which you must put all the pieces together correctly while blindfolded.” 
______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

November 26, 2006

Greetings, and welcome!  We’re glad to see you on this Lord’s Day.  If you are visiting with us, we especially want you to know how happy we are that you chose to join us today.  Please come again soon!  

Continue to pray for the sick, including: Tina Overton, Alvin Lunn, Willa Dean Stinson’s sister (Betty Tilghman, heart surgery, stroke), Dugin Kincaid, Kim Futrell, and others.

This week:   

· Worship service this evening at 6 o’clock
· Group 4 meets after services this afternoon
· Wednesday night Bible study at 7pm
· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ on the Internet, Thursday at 8pm.
Figures for the week of 11/12/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 108;  AM, 134; PM, 123; Wed., 130; Contrib., $3081
______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.CollegevueChurch.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























