Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________

THE BEACON   -  Electronic Edition  -  11/8/06
Should The Church Provide Social Meals and Recreaton?

It may come as a surprise, especially to younger readers, that many of the social works churches engage in (recreational teams sponsored, plays and pageants, day-care centers, retreats, showers and teas, physical exercise classes, providing walking tracks, gymnasiums, financial counseling, etc.) are of very recent origin.  The fact that something is of recent origin does not necessarily make it unscriptural, but this is mentioned due to the fact that there was practically universal rejection of these practices among churches of Christ as little as fifty to fifty-five years ago.

In 1951, B.C. Goodpasture was editor of the Gospel Advocate, a periodical written and published by a number of gospel preachers. The Advocate published the Gospel Advocate Annual Lesson Commentary primarily written with Bible teachers in mind.  In that book, bro. Goodpasture wrote: 
“It is not the mission of the church to furnish amusement for the world or even for its own members. Innocent amusement in proper proportion has its place in the life of all normal persons but it is not the business of the church to furnish it...The church was not established to feature athletics.. .For the church to turn aside from its divine work to furnish amusement and recreation is to pervert its mission. It   is to degrade its mission. .. Building recreation rooms, and providing and supervising recreational activities at the expense of the church, is a departure from the simple gospel plan as revealed in the New Testament...The church might as well relieve the parents of feeding and disciplining all of the young people at church expense as to take over the job of entertaining and supervising the recreation at church expense” (page 229). 

It is interesting that most churches claiming to be “of Christ” that build, maintain, and fund these social works now are strong supporters of the Advocate. Obviously, changes came along the way. We are not arguing that because something is of recent origin it is unscriptural, we are simply calling attention to the fact that brethren have changed, and that what now is considered common was universally and vehemently opposed by gospel preachers and a leading journal among Christians only fifty years ago.

At some point, Christians changed in their thinking and believed it was scriptural to take money contributed to the church for its work, to construct buildings which included kitchens and large dining rooms, commonly called “fellowship halls.” These were not built to feed needy saints, but to provide social functions for well-fed Christians. Whereas the primary work of the church is to preach the gospel (I Tim. 3:15; I Thess. 1:8), edify saints through teaching (I Tim. 3:15; Eph. 4:11-16), and take care of its own indigent members (Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-35; 6:1-6; 11:27-30; Rom. 15:25, 26; 1 Cor. 16:1-4; II Cor. 8-9), a philosophy known as the “social gospel” began to be prominent in the latter half of the Twentieth Century, emphasizing an ideal social order that is believed to be achieved by solving social problems. Rather then emphasizing the need for salvation from sins and things eternal, a shift in thinking came that prompted brethren to expend the churches’ resources and funds in solving economic, health, and other social related issues. Catering to the needs of the “whole man,” churches began providing childcare, entertainment, “mothers day out,” etc.

Therefore, the issue is not whether or not brethren should enjoy meals and recreational times together; rather it is a question of authority. Does the New Testament give Divine authority for churches to provide for these things from their treasuries? Keep in mind that Jesus said, “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name, and by thy name east out demons, and by thy name do many mighty works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work lawlessness” (Matt. 7:22-23). “Lawless” works are those for which there is no divine authority, no “law” from God that would authorize their practice. Though some may think they are “helpful” and that they “do good,” if something is hot authorized; one goes beyond the doctrine of Christ and has not God when he engages in its practice (II John 9).
- by Phillip Owens

_______________________________________________

Filling The Church

It is a peculiar thing that some brethren think they can fill the church with worldliness (worldly things that attract) and cause it to grow spiritually. IT IS NOT SO! Things of the world and of the flesh never arouse any kind of response but a fleshly and worldly response. Why would anyone think bringing “loaves and fishes” or entertainment would attract the spiritually minded or make anyone more so? The more banqueting and partying and entertainment is brought in, the more it will require, and worldly and fleshly things will only make the church more worldly until it is swamped and spirituality is lost sight of and forgotten. 

- by Roy E. Cogdill

____________________________________________

Do Good Unto All Men

Galatians 6:10 gives us clear instruction about our duty towards our fellow man: 
“As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.”

This verse deserves some careful consideration and demands an active implementation.

It is important to observe that this verse, in its context, is addressing individual responsibility. Every verse which proceeds verse 10 uses words like “he”, “himself”, “a man”, “every man”, etc. Galatians 6:10 does not authorize any action on the part of the local congregation. While the church does have a limited role in matters of benevolence (towards needy saints), this context is not discussing that work. It is plainly a context directed toward the responsibility of individual Christians.

Having established that point, it is also important to stress that the verse definitely teaches that action must be taken to help all men. Christians are not only authorized to help all needy persons, they are directly commanded to do so . . . as they have opportunity.

Opportunity consists of two parts: 
1. ability, and 
2. an occasion to use the ability. 
If you are hungry, but I have no food or money to help you (no ability) then there is no opportunity. If I have food and money available, but I do not know of any needy people to help, again there is no opportunity. But, when I have the ability to help, and I am confronted with a genuinely needy person (saint or sinner) then I must act. To fail to do so is a sin, according to Galatians 6:10.

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

Only 12% of Americans say they read the Bible everyday and among these the average time was only seven minutes per day. . . Among Bible readers, the average amount of time spent reading the Bible during an entire week is 52 minutes.

- via www.Gallup.com

2 Timothy 2:15  "Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth."

_____________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .

“Eternity will be a long time to think about what you should have done.”

“Trust God’s authority, not man’s majority.”

 “If you don’t plan for the future, you probably won’t like what you get.”

“Life is short – pray hard and read the Book!”

“Too much time is wasted by people telling how busy they are.”

“Every man has an equal chance to become better than he presently is.”

“Be careful of your thoughts.  They may break into words at any time.”

“A fault once denied is twice committed.” 
______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

October 29, 2006

Thanks for your encouragement today!  Your presence here has served as a positive boost for many others!  Keep up the good work.  We extend a special welcome to all of our visitors.  We hope you will come again soon.

Continue to prayer for the sick, including: Tina Overton, Alvin Lunn, Dugin Kincaid, Kim Futrell, and others.  

Our sympathy is extended to Jill Quillen and her family in the death of her father.  The funeral was conducted in Paris, TN, yesterday.

This week:

· Services tonight at 6pm

· No group meeting after services tonight

· Wednesday Bible study at 7pm

· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ on the Internet, Thursday 8pm
Coming up:

· Our fall gospel, November 12-17

· Sunday (10:30am) – Tol Burk 

· Sunday (2:30pm) -- Congregational Singing

· Sunday (3:00 pm) – Andrews Roberts 

· Monday (7pm)
-- Rick Duggin 

· Tuesday (7pm) 
-- Jim Mickells 

· Wednesday (7pm) --  Dorris Rader 

· Thursday (7pm)
-- Jeff Belknap 

· Friday (7pm) --  Troy Nicholson 

- A meal list is on the bulletin board is you would like to     host one of these preachers for a meal

Figures for the week of 10/15/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 112;  AM, 125; PM, 130; Wed., 116; Contrib., $3303
______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.CollegevueChurch.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























