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Selfishness: The Home Wrecker

Though seldom identified, the sin of selfishness is the culprit responsible for most every problem, heartache, misery, and division occurring in the home. One of the marks of the "grievous times" of which Paul prophesied was that men would be lovers of self (2 Tim. 3:1, 2). And, grievous it is when husbands and wives will subordinate family needs to personal preferences; when they think in terms of self: What I want, what I like, my rights, my interests, and my happiness. Such thinking is practically the guarantee of hard times at home. But too few see selfishness as being a personal problem.

As H.W. Beecher has said, "Selfishness is that detestable vice which no one will forgive in others, and no one is without in himself." It is our inclination to see ourselves as the victims of selfishness rather than the guilty. As the unhappy wife I recently read about was heard to say, "My husband doesn't show any interest in what I do. All he cares about is whatever it is that he does at that place - wherever it is - that he works!" Such an attitude may describe us more than we care to admit. As God's people we are not ignorant of Satan's devices (2 Cor. 2:11), the deceitfulness of sin, nor its blinding power. Therefore, however remote and unlikely it may seem, we must see the possibility of selfishness in our own lives! Like the prodigal son, we must come to self to overcome self (Lk. 15:17). As Paul says, "Examine yourselves..." (2 Cor. 13: 5), test your motives with absolute honesty for none can begin to deal with a problem he won't admit.

Self-denial is one of the first lessons to be learned by the follower of Christ (Matt. 16:24). Nothing is more fundamental to obedience and righteousness. Without it, no man can truly love his wife as Christ loved the church (Eph. 5:25). As Christ's love sacrificed self for the church, so must be the husband's for his wife. It is an unselfish and giving love. Without it, wives cannot be in subjection to their husbands, as unto the Lord (v.22). The very spirit that prompts submission to the Lord should prompt it between husband and wife. Being what the Lord wants me to be means being what I need to be to my mate. Selfishness, then, is a sin against man and God - and, oftentimes, against children.

Accordingly, bringing up children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4) involves denying self. For instance, rearing children for heaven takes time. Selfishness robs many children of that precious time - under an alias, to be sure. Too busy, too tired, to talk and answer questions, to read the Bible, to pray with them, to take them to worship. But, worse perhaps, are those children who suffer because selfish parents divide the home rather than deny self. It is almost unthinkable that some would trade a good family for a selfish indulgence; for a bottle, for a lover, for "good times." Yet, it continues to happen, even among some claiming to be Christians. In these, and even in more subtle and respectable ways, selfishness is the great home wrecker: May God helps us to want it purged from our lives.

- by Dan S. Shipley

_____________________________________________________

“I Ain't Never Tried It”
I was in line at the cash register when a young lady entered the store and greeted the young man ahead of me in the checkout line. 

"Hey, how's it goin'? Haven't seen you in awhile," she chirped.

"I got married," said the young man.

"You did? How is it?"

"Okay, I guess. It's as good as you make it."

"Yeah, I guess so. I ain't never tried it."

One does not have to be a sociologist doing a scientific study to see that the divorce rate can't be anything but high in a culture where this sort of conversation can take place. When young people of marriageable age think and speak of marriage as something one merely "tries," it can hardly come as a surprise when many of the marriages that are "tried" end up having "failed."

Not long ago in a Bible class on the subject of "Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage," a young man asked, "What if you marry someone and find out afterwards that they have been married previously and are unscripturally divorced?" His question wasn't frivolous. We're living in a time when it can be a mistake for young people in their early twenties, or even late teens, to assume the person they are dating has never "tried" marriage before. Nowadays, it often pays to ask for and demand an honest answer.

The fact of the matter is: the scourge of divorce in our society won't abate until we return to the old-fashioned (butbiblical!) notion that divorce is not even to be considered a thinkable option, at the beginning of a marriage or anywhere along the way. Jesus said, "So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate" (Mt. 19: 6).

- by Gary Henry
____________________________________________
“A Little Clearer, Please!”

“We should desist the extolling proclivity and resist the conferment of eulogistic titles.”  Did you catch that!?!  Someone get me a dictionary – please!

It turns out that the author of those lines was writing about the problem of men wearing religious titles.  In particular, he was condemning the use of the designation “reverend.”  In deciding this matter, he said that the only “sure guide that can elucidate it vividly to us will be the Bible. . . let us scan and sift the scriptures scrupulously to evaluate.”

Well, as it turns out, I agree with his conclusions – I think.  But I sure wish he would use simpler terms to state his case.  There are already too many people who think that Biblical topics are confusing and hard to understand.  We don’t need to use some sort of technical jargon that will only make matters worse. 

When Jesus preached “the common people heard him gladly” (Mark 12:37).  He was the “Master Teacher” and demonstrated incredible skill in making vital spiritual truths understandable and simple.  His parables stand as classic examples of how to put the greatest themes into a format that everyone can comprehend.  We should imitate Him in our teaching efforts.

Now, back to those “eulogistic titles”: the Bible is very clear on that matter.  It only once uses the title “reverend,” and it is assigned to God Himself: "He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: holy and reverend is his name" (Psalms 111:9).  That’s pretty plain, isn’t it?  Men who attach this title to themselves are attempting to vainly elevate themselves in the eyes of other men. They should “desist the extolling proclivity” . . . in other words, they ought to quit doing that!

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

A 55% majority of Americans believes it is a sin to engage in homosexual behavior, and that view is much more prevalent among those who have a high level of religious commitment (76%). About half of all Americans have an unfavorable opinion of gay men (50%) and lesbians (48%), but highly religious people are much more likely to hold negative views. 
- via The Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life

Romans 1:26-27  "For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: and likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompense of their error which was meet."

______________________________________________
Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“We are responsible for what we do – period!”

“If you don’t control your attitude, it will control you.”

“The really great people are the ones who do what needs to be done, when it needs to be done, regardless of the consequences.”

“Satan is a fisherman, too.  Deceit is his bait.  Suckers get caught.”

“To cheer yourself up, try cheering someone else up.”

______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

February 19, 2006

We are encouraged by your presence at these services today.  Our primary goal is to honor and glorify God with our worship, but we also hope that everyone here today will be edified and strengthened by the things we do.

BAPTISM:  We rejoiced last Sunday evening when Heather Richards was baptized into Christ.  Please pray for her as she begins her new life in Christ.

Our sympathy goes out to Kay Cook and her family in the death of her sister last week.  The funeral was conducted in Mt. Pleasant on Tuesday.  

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including Suzette Haley, Alvin Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Warren Cook, Libby Tate, Clem & Norma Goodman, Buddy Hood, Pearl Kincaid’s sister, Kris Johnson’s mother, Jane Collin’s granddaughter, Buddy Hood’s sister, Scott Futrell’s wife, and others.   Also remember the brothers of Jennifer Ring and Timothy Nolan as they serve in the army in Iraq.

 Are you listening to “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday nights at 8pm? You can hear the program at www.TheVirtual BibleStudy.com. Log on, and tell others about the program, too.

A special word of thanks to Mike Smith for his many hours of work in copying tapes and CDs.  We have a good resource of sermons on file, and Mike is dependable in preparing copies for many people.  Want to hear a recent sermon, or one of “The Virtual Bible Studies”?  See Mike!

Figures for the week of 2/12/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 123;  AM, 143; PM, 133; Wed., 107; Contrib., $2634

______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________
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