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Are dreams from God? 

How do we know whether or not dreams are from God?

1. Formerly God often revealed His will in dreams (Genesis 20:3-6; 28:10-16; 31:10-13,24; 37:5-10; 40:5-22; 41:1-32; Numbers 12:6-8; Judges 7:13-15; 1 Kings 3:5-15; Job 33:14-18; Daniel 1:17; chapter 2; chapter 4; 5:11-12; chapter 7; Joel 2:28; Matthew 1:18-21; 2:11-13,19-20,22; 27:19; Acts 2:17). 

2. False prophets claimed revelation from God in dreams, but they lied (Deuteronomy 13:1-5; Jeremiah 23:25-28,32; 29:8-9; Zechariah 10:2). 

3. Dreams can be caused by nothing more than unfulfilled desires (Isaiah 29:8). 

4. Though God formerly spoke in various ways, today He speaks only through His Son, Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1-2). His Son fully reveals God to us (Matthew 11:27). He sent the Holy Spirit to His apostles to reveal all truth to them (John 16:13). The apostles wrote this truth down for us (Ephesians 3:1-7) in the New Testament. We have in the Scriptures all God's will for us to make us complete as His servants (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Nothing is to be added to this full revelation of the divine will for mankind (Galatians 1:6-9). 

- by Keith Sharp

______________________________________________

Why Did Jesus Have To Die?

"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23), and "The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 6:23).  So, all men have the problem of sin, and God has provided a remedy through His Son. But why did Christ have to die in order that the sin problem might be remedied? Was there no other way? 

· Surely it must not be concluded that the heavenly Father arbitrarily chose the path of a blood-letting suffering for his beloved Son, if another solution was available. Here are the facts of the case: 

· Human rebellion against the will of God constitutes sin (1 John 3:4). 

· Because Jehovah is a perfectly holy being (Isaiah6:3; Revelation 4:8), he cannot ignore man’s wickedness (Habakkuk 1:13). 

· His justice (cf. Psalm 89:14) demands that punishment be extracted. The “wages” of sin is death, i.e., separation from God (Isaiah 59:2; Romans 6:23). 

· If, therefore, fallen humanity was to be reconciled to the Creator, and, at the same time the justice of God be preserved, a means of satisfaction would need be effected. An innocent life would have to “stand in,” thus paying the price of atonement. This very thing, Paul argues, was accomplished by the Lord’s death. He affirms that fallen man may be: 

“. . . justified freely by [divine] grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom God set forth to be a propitiation, through faith, in his blood, to show his righteousness because of the passing over of the sins done aforetime, in the forbearance of God; for the showing, I say, of his righteousness at this present season: that he might himself be just, and the justifier of him who has faith in Jesus” (Romans 3:24-26). 

But why the shedding of blood? One recalls that an inspired writer declares that “apart from the shedding of blood there is no remission [of sins]” (Hebrews 9:22), and yet the blood of animals was not sufficient to pay the price for sin (10:4). 

From the heavenly vantagepoint, human life is resident in a person’s blood (see Leviticus 17:11). If it were possible, then, for someone to subject himself to the rigors of temptation, and yet pass the test without sinning (cf. Hebrews 4:15), he, in the divine scheme of things – if he so chose to do – would be qualified to forfeit his own life (by the offering of his blood) on behalf of those who would avail themselves of his generous gift. In such a procedure, mercy would be lovingly extended, and, at the same time, divine justice preserved. What a plan! 

- by Wayne Jackson

_______________________________________________

Christ’s Compassion

Jesus' life was filled with demonstrations of compassion. We would do well to emulate His example.

Compassion is "a sympathetic emotion created by the misfortunes of another, accompanied by a desire to help." Genuine compassion involves love, great feeling, interest, and concern.

The Gospel accounts tell of various ones on whom the Lord had compassion. Such individuals include a leper (Mk. 1 :40-41), a demon-possessed man (Mk. 5: 18-20), a widow who lost her son (Lk. 7:11..-15), and two blind men (Mt. 20:30-34).

Jesus did not simply "feel sorry" for those suffering. His compassion motivated Him to do something. He healed the sick, raised the dead, and opened the eyes of the blind.

How are you demonstrating your compassion for others?

Many are suffering both physically and spiritually. Do something!

- by David McPherson
____________________________________________
Commitment in Marriage

There have been several studies published concerning couples that live together before marriage.  A University of Wisconsin study stated that "couples who live together before getting married separate and divorce in greater numbers than couples who go straight to the altar.  Within 10 years of marriage, 38% of those who lived together had split up, compared to 27% of those who simply married" (via Vitality Magazine).

Some "experts" are surprised at these findings.  For years they've told us that a period of living together prior to marriage helps to insure the compatibility of the particular man and woman.  This "trial period" will, according to these advocates, point out any glaring differences in personal tastes, living habits, and especially in sexual appetites.  These experiments in living together should then guarantee that those who ultimately decide to get married will be the most perfectly suited to one another, and their marriage will be strong, healthy, and long lived.

Such reasoning is seriously flawed, and these reports confirm what God's word has been saying for thousands of years!  These “live together” arrangements and any subsequent marriages are headed for major trouble for one simple reason -- lack of commitment.  If a man and a woman are unwilling, at any point in their relationship, to make the total commitment that marriage requires ("for better or worse, in sickness and in health, for richer or poorer", etc.) then they have no business together at all.  

The Bible says this "living together" is fornication, and will damn one's soul to hell (1 Cor. 6:9-11).  So, as in all things, we see that following God’s instructions are best for both this current life as well as the life which is to come.

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

In general . . . parents who are more religious and are also affectionate and firm with their kids -- it is both their religiosity as parents ... [and] their parenting style -- that these two things when they work in concert are likely to ensure that they will transmit the faith that they have to their children. If they are very religious themselves, and if they are affectionate with their kids, and also if they are firm -- if they have not an overly strict but a firm approach to discipline -- they are more likely to convey their faith to their children.

- via The Religion & Ethics Newsweekly

Ephesians 6:4  "And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord."
______________________________________________
Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“That which we persist in doing becomes easier - not that the nature of the task has changed, but our ability to do has increased.”

“The father who does not teach his son his duties is equally guilty with the son who neglects them.”
______________________________________________
News from Collegevue . . .

February 26, 2006

We’re so grateful for your presence here today.  We want you to know that you have served as a great encouragement to many others simply by being here.  Keep up the good work!

We extend a special and warm welcome to our visitors.  We invite you to come again at your earliest opportunity.

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including Suzette Haley, Alvin Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Warren Cook, Libby Tate, Clem & Norma Goodman, Buddy Hood, Gladys Simmons’ son-in-law, and others.   Also remember the brothers of Jennifer Ring and Timothy Nolan as they serve in the army in Iraq.

 We hope you are one of the regular listeners to “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday nights at 8pm. Log on to hear the program at www.TheVirtual BibleStudy.com.  This coming Thursday night Chris Bates will join us on the program to discuss “Why I Left The Baptist Church.”  This should be a very interesting program.  Tell others to listen.

Update your directories with this new information:  Monty, Tina & Joshua Overton, 2010 Darks Mill Road, Columbia, TN  38401; phone 797-6939.  ---- Shery Schultz, 1603 Hwy. 166 North, Mt. Pleasant, TN  38474; phone 379-4668.

Dale Lindsey has posted a volunteer list for lawn mowing duties this summer.  Can you help?  Please sign up on the bulletin board.

Figures for the week of 2/19/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 110;  AM, 128; PM, 102; Wed., 103; Contrib., $2735

______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























