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If We Confess Our Sin We Don't Get to Explain Why We Sinned

When we confess our sin and seek forgiveness, we don't get to say why we did what we did, because that would amount to an excuse or a "reason" for our sin, a defense of our behavior. The prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32) who threw away his inheritance in immorality didn’t come back home explaining why he did it.  He could have said it was due to being young and foolish.  He could have said it was because of peer pressure.  He could have said it happened in a momentary lapse of good judgment.  But he didn’t.  He didn’t defend his actions or try to explain why he did what he did.  He came home and told his dad, “I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.”  Humility forbids anything else.  The nature of true repentance is not found in self-defense.

- by Robert Hines

___________________________________________________

Obeying God In One’s Youth

"Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, before the difficult days come, and the years draw near when you say, ‘I have no pleasure in them’" (Eccl. 12:2). It is sad to see young people choose the world over the Lord. The Bible offers some compelling reasons for one to obey God in their youth. 

1. Habits are formed in our youth. (Proverbs 22:6) The older we get, the harder it is to break out of our routine. If we make serving God a way of life in our youth it will stick with us through life.
2. Avoiding the regret of a wasted life. Peter tells us, "For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles - when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries" (1 Peter 4:3). Regardless of what age we are when we obey the gospel, the life we have lived up to that point is enough time spent in sin. Even if we live to an old age we’ve still really only had a few years to make a difference in this world (Eph. 5:15-17). Many people have to live with the consequences of the sins they committed in their youth. We do reap what we sow - "Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life" (Gal. 6:7-8).
3. We are not to test God’s patience. "The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance" (2 Peter 3:9). The acceptable time to be saved is when we hear the gospel. "For He says: ‘In an acceptable time I have heard you, and in the day of salvation I have helped you.’ Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation" (2 Cor. 6:2; see also Acts 22:16). The devil will make sure that we never have a convenient time to become a Christian (Acts 24:25; Luke 8:12). 
4. We aren’t promised tomorrow. "Whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away… Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin" (James 4:14, 17). On any given day, the obituary page contains the names of people who didn’t even make it out of their teens! Are you willing to take that chance?
- by Heath Rogers

_____________________________________________________

The New Name

In foretelling of things as they would be, the prophet Isaiah wrote: "And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory; and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name" (Isa. 62:2). Let us give some careful consideration about this new name the Lord would give. 

This name is the name "Christian.”  “And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch" (Acts 11:26). It is significant that the church in Antioch, which included many Gentile converts, fulfilled this prophecy of Isaiah.

The name "Christian" is the name in which God is glorified. "But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters. But if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf" (I Pet. 4:15-16). The name Christian glorifies God because it contains the name of Christ (I Pet. 4:14, 16).

This is why human names are to be rejected; none of them serves to glorify God. The name "Christian" does, for it was given by God, a "new name" as Isaiah prophesied. It is also a name that contains the name of his only begotten Son, "Christ," who came to this earth to do nothing more or less than the will of his Father (John 5:30).
- by Bart Campbell
____________________________________________
What About Religious Songs And Instrumental Music At Home?

The question is frequently raised as to the propriety of using instruments of music to accompany the singing of religious songs at home.  There are some that would argue that it is wrong to have instrumental music in the worship services, but it is okay if done in a private setting.  What does the Bible say about this?

We know that the Scriptures plainly teach that our worship to God should include music - music of a particular kind, namely, vocal music - singing.  Instrumental music, whether played alone or when used to accompany vocal music, is simply not authorized in New Testament worship.

But, what about using instruments to accompany religious songs at
home?  We maintain that such is wrong on this basis:


- If this is done as an act of worship, then it should be done as the Word authorizes. In other words, when you worship God, do it like He said to do it. Don't use an instrument!


- Some will argue that this
is merely a form of entertainment and, therefore, it falls into a different category than worship.  Since it is only being done for entertainment, they say, it is okay to use an instrument.  The error of this is that one becomes guilty, by his own admission, of using sacred things in an irreverent manner.  For instance, God's name is used, the life and death of Jesus are proclaimed - but, we are told, this is not to glorify God or Jesus - it's just for entertainment.  Do you see the flaw?  This is a sacrilege - and must be avoided.

We conclude, that if we are singing to or about God, we ought to do it like He commanded us to do it wherever we are.

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

· Surveys of sales professionals have found that:

· 2% of sales are made on the first call

· 3% of sales are made on the second call
· 3.5% of sales are made on the third call
· 10% of sales are made on the fourth call
· 81% of sales are made on subsequent calls
- via The National Sales Executive Club
1 Corinthians 15:58  "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord."
______________________________________________
Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“Those who are truly happy in this life are the ones who have learned how to serve.”

“I asked, ‘Why doesn’t somebody do something?’  Then I realized that I was somebody!”

“Christ is the way; the Bible is the roadmap; Heaven is our destination.”

“Be content with what you have, but never with what you are.”

“If you want to make an enemy, try convincing a foolish man that he is wrong.”

“A man is known by the company that he keeps, and also by the company that he avoids.”
______________________________________________
News from Collegevue . . .

February 5, 2006

Thanks for your presence here today.  We are encouraged by your interest in spiritual things, and we know that your pursuit of such matters will serve you well here and in the hereafter.  Keep up the good work!

We especially welcome our visitors today.  Won’t you please come again real soon?

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including: Clem Goodman, Suzette Haley, Alvin Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Warren Cook, Libby Tate, Norma Goodman, Buddy & Margaret Hood, Pearl Kincaid’s sister, Lynn Keeton’s father, Jane Collin’s granddaughter, Scott Futrell’s wife, and others.   Also remember the brothers of Jennifer Ring and Timothy Nolan as they serve in the army in Iraq.

 “The Virtual Bible Study” is on Thursday nights at 8pm. You can hear the program at www.TheVirtual BibleStudy.com . Tell others about the program.

The elders will meet at 4:30 this afternoon.  Let them know if you have items that need their attention.

Update your directory listing for Britt & Kimberly Hanes to show them at: 4130 Buck Matthews Rd., Columbia, TN  38401; phone 388-4377 (Britt cell: 374-0386; Kimberly cell: 374-0385).

Will you be here at 6 o’clock when we meet for another hour of worship?  If not, why not?  Surely you wouldn’t want to let something as insignificant as a ballgame or TV program keep you away . . . would you?

Figures for the week of 1/29/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 130;  AM, 151; PM, 124; Wed., 113; Contrib., $3107

______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























