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Baptism Comes Before Salvation

We have been accused of over emphasizing the part baptism plays in the salvation of sinners. In view of what the Bible teaches, this could not be possible. There are five passages in the New Testament which mention both baptism and salvation in the same verse:

1. Mark 16:16 contains two conditions for salvation: faith and baptism. It also contains the conditions for damnation: a lack of faith. If you want to know what you must do to be lost, it will tell you -- all that is necessary is a lack of faith. If you want to know what to do to be saved from your past sins -- it commands you to believe and be baptized.

2. In Acts 2:38 Peter told a group of believers to "repent, and let everyone of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins." Our Baptist friends often focus on the word "for" in this passage and insist it means "because of," even though it is never translated that way in any reputable translation of the Bible. We have to remind them that if baptism is "because of" the remission of sins, then so is repentance. Baptism and repentance are joined by the little word "and." Whatever one is "for" the other is "for."

3. After we are buried with Christ in baptism, we are raised to walk in a newness of life (Romans 6:1-4). This new life comes after baptism in water. Many preachers want to "bury" the "new man," since they claim the newness of life comes before our "burial."

4. Three days after the Lord appeared to Saul of Tarsus, Ananias told Saul to "arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins" (Acts 22:16). Many preachers today claim Saul was saved three days before Ananias met him. Ananias must not have known it, for he told Saul how to "wash away" his sins. If Saul had been saved on the road as some preachers claim, he must have been the most miserable saved man in the Bible. Saul was blind and spent three days praying and fasting until Ananias arrived.

5. 1 Peter 3:21 states "baptism doth also now save us." However, baptism is not the only condition for the salvation of the alien sinner. Other requirements must be met, like faith, repentance and love. I do not know of anything "alone" that will save a sinner, not even faith (James 2:24).
In all of these passages, water baptism precedes the remission of sins. Do you know of a passage where the order is reversed?

- by David Padfield

_______________________________________________

Does Anyone Believe A Child Of God Can So Live As To Be Lost?

Can a child of God live in such a manner that they will stand before their Father in the final day and hear the words, "Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels"? (Matthew 25:41) 

- Do you believe that a child of God can deny the faith? 

"But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel" (1 Timothy 5:8). 

- Do you believe a child of God can cast off their faith? 

"Having damnation, because they have cast off their first faith" (1 Timothy 5:12). 

- Does the Holy Spirit suggest that a child of God can depart from the faith? 

"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils" (1 Timothy 4:1). 

- Can it happen that a child of God can shipwreck his faith? 

"Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck" (1 Timothy 1:19). 

- Is it possible that a child of God can overthrow their faith and err concerning the truth? 

"Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some" (2 Timothy 2:18).

- Would Peter write that a child of God would even deny the Lord? 

"But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction" (2 Peter 2:1). 

- Would the Hebrew writer pen that a child of God (called "brethren") should beware lest he have an evil heart and depart from God? 

"Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God" (Hebrews 10:29). 

- Will the child of God be saved if he goes further and fails of the grace of God? 

"Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled" (Hebrews 12:15). 

Does anyone believe that a child of God can so live as to be lost? According to the Scriptures, the answer is "YES." 

- by Kent E. Heaton Sr.
____________________________________________
Avoiding Bitterness

1) Though it is seldom mentioned, bitterness is a real issue in the lives of many Christians.  Those who harbor bitterness are:

2) disobeying God 

3) "Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: and be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." (Ephesians 4:31,32)

4) and, hurting themselves and others.

"See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled." (Hebrews 12:15 - NASV)  

a) Past offenses (both real and imagined) can lead to this spiritually unhealthy condition.  Here are some suggestions to help avoid bitterness:

b) Remember that, even though others may have done wrong, you are not perfect either.  Would you want others to react to your faults the same way you are reacting to theirs?  (Matthew 7:12)

c) Often bitterness results from thinking to highly of yourself.  In truth, even when you have suffered minor slights and hurts, you still are receiving more and better things than you deserve (Romans 12:3).  Instead of an inflated self-image, you should "in lowliness of mind . . . esteem others better than (your)self." (Philippians 2:3)  

d) Your faithful friends and brethren are continually doing good for you.  Concentrate on these positive things rather than the negative ones that produce bitterness in the heart.

e) Develop a more forgiving spirit.  Never forget that your own forgiveness from God depends upon your willingness to forgive others (Matthew 6:14,15).  Also, keep in mind how many times you have needed forgiveness – both by God and man.
- by Greg Gwin
____________________________________________

Trends . . .

Do you approve or disapprove of spanking children?"

Approve
65%

Disapprove
31%

Unsure
 4%

"Do you ever spank your child/any of your children, or not?" 

Do
50%

Do Not
45%

Did when younger
 5%

- via ABC News Poll

Proverbs 13:24  "He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes."

______________________________________________
Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“It is easier to suppress the first evil desire than to satisfy all that follow.”

“Hear one side and you will be in the dark. Hear both and all will be clear.”

“The chief cause of failure and unhappiness is trading what we want most for what we want at the moment.”

______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

March 12, 2006

You have “chosen that good part” (Luke 10:42) by electing to be here today.  Thanks!  Keep up the good work!  We especially welcome all of our visitors.  Won’t you please come back again soon!?.

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including Suzette Haley, Alvin Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Warren Cook, Clem & Norma Goodman, Carolyn Stacy, Buddy Hood, Jane Collins, Kim Futrell, and others.   Also remember the brothers of Jennifer Ring and Timothy Nolan as they serve in the army in Iraq.

“The Virtual Bible Study” is on Thursday nights at 8pm. Go to www.TheVirtual BibleStudy.com to listen.  This week Chris Bates will join us again to re-cap the discussion of the past two weeks concerning the differences between the Baptist church and the church of Christ.  Tell others! 

Continue to pray for Christians in other places as they strive to serve the Lord.  Many of them are struggling under real persecution and hardship.  These include our brethren in Cuba.  Nestor Sanchez is planning a preaching trip there in May.  The church here will be providing a significant part of Nestor’s support to make the trip possible.

We hope to see you again this evening when we meet for another hour of worship.  Will you be here?  If not, why not?  Can you think of anything that is more important, or that would benefit you more?

Figures for the week of 3/5/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 138;  AM, 153; PM, 136; Wed., 130; Contrib., $3335
______________________________________________
"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________
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email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
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