Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.
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God’s Two Laws of Pardon

"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 6:23). We live in a fallen world, the wages of sin are felt by everyone. All the pain and problems that plague mankind can ultimately be traced back to sin. But, as the above passage points out, God offers a way out.  The word pardon means "to release a person from further punishment of a crime" (Webster's). What man needs, and what God provides, is pardon. 

God is able to forgive us of our sins because of the shed blood of His Son Jesus Christ (Matthew 26:28; Ephesians 1:7). But the fact that the blood has been shed does not mean that everyone is automatically forgiven. We chose to sin, resulting in our being lost. We must also choose to be saved. God has made a way for us to be forgiven, and this way can be referred to as a law of pardon.

God is not going to save us on the merit of our goodness. Cornelius is a great example of this (Acts 10). He was "a devout man and one who feared God with all his household, who gave alms generously to the people, and prayed to God always" (v. 2). Yet, he was told to send for Peter who would tell him what he "must do" (v. 6). The fact that he was told he must do something implies that a law exists which he had to obey in order to be saved.

1 Timothy 2:3-4 says, "For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth." God wants to save everyone, but this is not possible until man comes to a knowledge of His law of pardon. 

· What does the Bible say we must do to be saved? 

· Believe - "Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins" (John 8:24). 

· Repent of Our Sins - "I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish" (Luke 13:3).

· Confess Faith in Christ - "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven" (Matthew 10:32-33). 

· Be Baptized - "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned" (Mark 16:16).

 Anything other than, or short of, what Jesus said is not the truth. It is through obedience to the gospel that we enter into Christ (Galatians 3:26-27) and enjoy every spiritual blessing in Him (Ephesians 1:3-14).

· We do not become perfect when we become a Christian. We all sin. Unforgiven sins have the same effect on Christians that they do on alien sinners - spiritual death, eternal Hell. So, the question of how Christians receive the forgiveness of their sins is also very important.

· We Must Confess Our Sins - "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). Confession is good for the soul. Our forgiveness is dependent upon our willingness to own up to the fact that we have sinned. God must see in us a heart like that of David who confessed, "I have sinned against the Lord" (2 Samuel 12:13).

· Repent of Our Sins - Acts 8 tells of Philip the evangelist taking the gospel to those in Samaria. Among those who were converted was one identified as Simon the sorcerer (vs. 9-13). He sinned by trying to buy the ability to dispense the gifts of the Holy Spirit for his own personal gain (vs. 18-19). He was told by the apostle Peter to "repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you" (v. 22). Repentance is more than just being sorry that you have sinned. To repent means to turn away from sin. God must see in us an effort to turn away from sin and back towards Him.

· Pray For Forgiveness - Simon was also told to pray for forgiveness. God must hear from us that we desire to be forgiven.

God is ready and willing to forgive everyone of their sins. But we must seek His forgiveness through the means that He has made available. If you are not a Christian, the blood of Jesus will cleanse you of your sins if you will fulfill the requirements of God's first law of pardon. If you are a Christian, the blood of Jesus will cleanse you of your sins if you will fulfill the requirements of God's second law of pardon. God is faithful to do what He has promised if we will do what He requires of us.
- by Heath Rogers
_______________________________________________

From one of our Collegevue members . . .

Once Saved, Always Saved?

Once we are saved, can we fall from grace, or are we “continually cleansed,” keeping us saved no matter what we do?  Many denominations teach the idea that we are “once saved, always saved.”  But, what does the Bible say?

Revelation 3:5 says “He who overcomes shall thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the Book of Life.”  Clearly, having one’s name in the Book of Life would indicate that he would live forever with the Father in Heaven.  So, if our name was erased, as the text implies could happen, what would be the outcome then?  Obviously, one whose name was erased would be eternally lost.

In 2 Peter 1:5-7 there is a list of several qualities that a Christian must have.  Peter concludes his thought in vss 10-11 by saying “…For as long as you practice these things you will never stumble, for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.”  Notice the conditional nature of the promise.  Again, the point is clear that one who has been saved could still be lost if they fail to adhere to the required conditions.

The conclusion is that though we can’t live a perfect life (Romans 3:23), we must be striving to be faithful (Revelation 2:10), and be forgiven (Acts 8:24) in order to gain entrance into Heaven when our spirit returns back to God who gave it (Ecclesiastes 12:7).

- by Wade Shelton

____________________________________________

Like The Days of Noah

Many people have questions about what it will be like when the Lord returns in final judgment.  We don’t have all the answers.  (Only the Father in heaven knows every detail - Matthew 24:36).  But Jesus made a statement relative to that time that sheds some valuable light on certain aspects of the event:

"But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be."                                            (Matthew 24:37-39)

1. Notice some things that we learn from Jesus’ words:

2. People will be very busy with the earthly pursuits.  While it is true that much wickedness does (and will) exist in the world, it is worth noting that not all of the activities mentioned involve sin.  For instance, “eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage” could be sinful (via gluttony, drinking intoxicating beverages, unscriptural marriages, etc.).  But it is possible to eat, drink (non-intoxicants), and marry (scripturally) without sin.  The main point of Jesus’ statement is that people got busy and forgot about God.  That certainly describes lots of people in the world today.

3. Spiritual apathy will be in evidence as it was back then.  The folks in Noah’s day “knew not until the flood came,” but it was not for lack of information.  Noah was “a preacher of righteousness” (2 Peter 2:5).  They just were not listening.  See the similarity to today?
4. It will be a day of damnation for the unprepared and the unrepentant.  “The flood came, and took them all away.”  Those who think that God is ‘too loving’ to ever punish anyone need to think again!  
5. It will be a day of salvation for those who love God and who obey His will.  “Eight souls were saved” (1 Peter 3:20) because Noah made preparation.  Are you ready!?!
- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

In a recent poll, 58% of American adults said they believe that it is “morally acceptable” for an unmarried man and  woman to have sexual relations.

 - via The Gallup Poll
Hebrews 13:4 (NASV)  "Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge."

______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
What ought one to say then as each hardship comes? I was practicing for this, I was training for this.”

“Expect trouble as an inevitable part of life, and when it comes, hold your head high, look it squarely in the eye, and say, "I will be bigger than you. You cannot defeat me.”
______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

April 16, 2006

Special greetings to our guests and members alike.  We’re glad you are here.  We hope you will truly be able to say that your time was well spent as we join together for Bible study and worship.  We’ll also hope to see you again this evening at 6 o‘clock for another hour of worship.

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including Suzette Haley, Buddy Hood, Alvin & Shelby Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Norma Goodman, Jane Collins, Kim Futrell, and others.   Also remember Jennifer Ring’s brother in the army in Iraq.

We certain want to encourage your participation in “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday nights at 8pm. Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com to listen. This is a good teaching opportunity, and we want you to tell others! 

Moving:  The Burgetts have decided to begin worship-ping once again at the Locust St. congregation in Mt. Pleasant.  We’ll miss them, and wish them all the best as they leave us.

The dates for our Vacation Bible School have been set: July 10-14.  Mark your calendars, and be sure that no scheduling conflicts arise. The elders have invited Nick Law (Nickie Gwin’s father) to be with us that week to teach the adult class.

The Thursday morning class is set to resume on May 4th.  Remember that both men & women are encouraged to attend.

Figures for the week of 3/26/06: Sunday, Bstudy, 119;  AM, 143; PM, 124; Wed., 108; Contrib., $3392

______________________________________________
"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























