Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.
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Worldliness

As a young preacher, I moved with my family from the hills of northwest Arkansas to Baytown, Texas. I was greatly fascinated by the huge vessels that came through the ship channel to the Port of Houston. Tankers and freighters weighing thousands of tons each, which would be totally incapable of any movement on land, moved with ease and grace through the water. Ships belong in the water, but the water does not belong in the ships.

Even so, what the Master noted primarily of his apostles secondarily applies to all his disciples. We as they must be "in the world" (John 17:11) but "not of the world" (John 17:16).

What should be the attitude of disciples of Christ toward worldliness? 

Definition

To answer this question we must define "worldliness." The term is unknown to Scripture, but the idea is found throughout. 

In Romans 12:1-2 beloved Paul states the general principle which relates the gospel to our daily lives. He exhorts, "present your bodies a living sacrifice." How do we do so? We must "not be conformed to this world" but be "transformed" into the image of Christ. Rather than being fashioned according to this world, we should be changed so as to reflect Christ in character and life. One who is worldly is conformed to this world.

What then is the "world"? John forbids us to love the world or what it contains (1 John 2:15-17). Does he mean we are not to love the material creation of which God is the author? (cf. Acts 17:24). I believe not. Nor do I believe he condemns our love of the people who inhabit the earth (John 3:16). Rather, the inspired penman identifies the contents of the world of which he speaks as "the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life" (1 John 2:16). The "world" we must not love is sin and its enticements. "Worldliness" is the love of sin and the allurements of sin.

But one can be guilty of worldliness without succumbing to that which is inherently sinful. Paul the aged prisoner grieved, "Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world" (2 Timothy 4:10). Demas simply allowed the love for things of this life to cause his love for the Lord to grow cold. Those "who set their mind on earthly things," i.e., make the things of this life their primary concern, "are the enemies of the cross of Christ" (Philippians 3:18-19). The Christian’s citizenship is heavenly, and he must love his country! (Philippians 3:20) The man who values material things above spiritual is worldly.

Results

What are the results of worldliness? 

The devastating consequences in the home are dramatically demonstrated in the life of David. David was guilty of adultery and murder (2 Samuel 11). Though he repented at the preaching of Nathan and was forgiven, God through the prophet warned the king that evil would rise up out of his own house because of these sins (2 Samuel 12:1-14). What grief David suffered in the rebellion of his dearly loved son Absalom, in fulfillment of God's word! Are any words of deeper anguish recorded than those of David at the news of Absalom’s death? (2 Samuel 18:32-33) Worldliness will destroy our homes. 

Likewise, a nation that forgets God and turns to the world has turned to its own destruction (Psalm 9:17; Proverbs 14:34). Even more than terrorists, our nation should fear the consequences of its own worldliness!

But of greater importance yet, worldliness will destroy the souls of those who succumb to its charm (Galatians 6:7-8) and, where left unchecked, will destroy the Lord’s church (Revelation 2:14-l6). Worldliness is the most destructive force mankind faces.

Cure

Since this is true, we surely need to know how to overcome worldliness. In past generations many thousands were killed or maimed by polio. But Dr. Jonas Salk discovered a vaccine to prevent this horrible disease. Now that merciless killer is virtually eradicated. We had much rather vaccinate to prevent polio than contract the disease and need the cure.

In like manner, let us learn how to prevent the worst killer of all, worldliness. To be protected, we must first change our attitudes to spiritual mindedness. This means to love and seek the things of God rather than the things of this life (Colossians 3:1-4). We must study the Bible to learn the difference between right and wrong (Psalm 119:11). We need to attend the worship assemblies of the saints to be strengthened (Hebrews 10:24-25). And how we desperately need sound, fundamental, Bible preaching from our pulpits that will plainly point out sins and duties rather than the flashy, shallow entertainment that passes for preaching in so many churches of Christ today! (Titus 2:11-15)

But for those who are already afflicted with the spiritual malady of worldliness, the cure is essential to eternal life. As an inoculation for a bodily infection is unpleasant but essential, so genuine repentance is difficult but necessary for the sinner to overcome worldliness (Revelation 2:16). 

If a limb has contracted gangrene, as horrible as the thought is, that limb must be amputated so as to save the whole body. When a member of the church will not repent of worldliness, as difficult as it is and as much as we love him, we still must withdraw from him that we might save both the church and the sinner (1 Corinthians 5:3-6).

Conclusion

Too many Christians are trying to achieve the impossible, to hold on to God and to the world at the same time. We must choose one or the other (James 4:4). And remember, we will reap the rewards of the choice we make: either spirituality to life or worldliness to death (Galatians 6:7-8). Which will you choose?

- by Keith Sharp
____________________________________________

“Forever”

A highway billboard near here advertises for a local restaurant.  Along with promises of "good home cookin" and "friendly service” is the proclamation "OPEN FOREVER”.  This caught our eye. It was not the typical “open 24 hours per day", or "open seven days per week".  This was a far bolder claim.  Forever, as you know, is a very long time!

While we may chuckle at, and even appreciate, the originality of the folks at that restaurant, we know - and surely they know - that nothing in this world is forever.  James wrote: 

"Come now, you who say 'today or tomorrow, we shall go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit'.  Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow.  You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanisheth away” (James 4:13,14 NASV).
Sadly, too many of God's own children – who are supposed to know better – still act as though their plans, their activities, and their very lives will go on forever.  These Christians become totally involved with their work, their recreation, making money, having fun, etc.  In the process they woefully neglect their spiritual service to God.  Can it be that they have forgotten that nothing here is forever?

Jesus told of a successful businessman who said to himself, I have "much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry”.  He imagined that his prosperity could last “forever”.  But God said, “Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee” (Luke 12:16-21).  Many still need that lesson.

- by Greg Gwin
____________________________________________

Trends . . .

Nearly three-quarters of Americans questioned last week - 74 percent - said they encounter profanity in public frequently . . . Two-thirds said they think people swear more than they did 20 years ago. . . Younger people admit to using bad language more often than older people; they also encounter it more and are less bothered by it. . . 62 percent of 18 to 34-year-olds acknowledged swearing in conversation at least a few times a week, compared to 39 percent of those 35 and older. . . More men admitted to swearing (54 percent at least a few times a week) compared to 39 percent of women.

 - via Associated Press-Ipsos poll
Matthew 12:36-37  "But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. {37} For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned."

______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“Trust not the world.  It never pays what it promises.”

“There are no idle rumors – rumors are always busy.”

______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

April 2, 2006

We sometimes say that “visitors are always welcome, members are always expected.”  Now, that’s true, but it does not mean that we do not appreciate the presence of both visitors AND members.  We’re glad you are here!

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including Suzette Haley, Buddy Hood, Alvin Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Norma Goodman, Jane Collins, Jerry Riggins, Kim Futrell,  Warren Cook, and others.   Also remember Jennifer Ring’s brother in the army in Iraq.

Tim and Dana Nolan and their children have decided to worship regularly at the Royal Oaks congregation near Murfreesboro.  This is much closer to their home.  We’ll miss them, and wish them all the best as they leave us.

Listen to “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday night at 8pm. Go to www.TheVirtual BibleStudy.com to listen. Tell others! 

There are gospel meetings this week at Elkton and at College Place in Lawrenceburg.  Check the bulletin board for details.

Special thanks to our Bible class teachers who have just concluded a quarter of work – and to the new set of teachers who assume their responsibilities beginning today.  We truly appreciate your commitment and personal sacrifice of time and effort to do this important job.  Keep up the good work!

Will we see you again this evening at 6pm?  BE HERE!
Figures for the week of 3/26/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 124;  AM, 141; PM, 125; Wed., 100; Contrib., $2700
______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























