Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.
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Reactions To Truth

There is an interesting, though tragic, story of the sinking of the steamboat "Robert E. Lee."  A fire broke out in a main section of the steamboat. Progression of the fire caused the ship to begin taking on water. A messenger was sent from door to door of the steamboat's cabins to warn the suspecting passengers. Damage to the ship was such that time would only allow the messenger one trip around the boat to sound warning. Many people perished that day by fire and water. The reason was attributed to varying reactions of the people the messenger's warning. This is that which we wish for you to consider very seriously.

Some Heard, Became Angry 
Many were indulged in acts of drinking and pleasure. When the messenger warned them they were angry at being disturbed from such sensual pleasure. Their anger caused them not to take the warning seriously, and they soon returned to their games and eventually lost their lives.

How often, today, do people react in this manner to the preaching of the gospel. People become so engrossed in this pleasure mad world that they, much like the rich fool (Luke 12:16-21), forget about the judgment to come. Being oblivious to any danger, when one warns them of their sinful ways, they become angry. A question asked by the apostle would be appropriate to consider here: "Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?" (Galatians 4:16).

Some Slept Through The Warning
Some were asleep in their comfortable cabins as the messenger gave out the warning of impending disaster. They were unaware of any problems that were in existence.

How much like many people today this seems to be! Many are ignorant of the Bible, Jesus Christ, and God's plan of salvation. They are not aware of the destruction that lies in disobedience (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). Regrettably, some of this ignorance is brought about because they have closed their eyes to God by prejudice and other tools of Satan (Matthew 13:15). Dear Reader, if you are in this condition, heed the pleadings of the apostle Paul to "Awake thou that sleepest be ye not unwise , but understanding what the will of the Lord is" (Ephesians 5:14-17).

This thought also places a grave responsibility upon those of us who are Christians to teach those who are ignorant. James said, "Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins" (James 5:20).

Some Heard, Were Amused, & Waited For A Second Warning
Some, in hearing, thought that someone was playing a practical joke and waited for a second warning that never came. They were, as those who became angry, guilty of taking the warning too lightly. They did not realize the urgency in the words of the messenger.

Many do not realize the urgency in the gospel message. There is no reason for you to put off your obedience to the Lord. Paul said, "Now is the day of salvation" (2 Corinthians 6:2). Do not wait for a convenient season, for it will never be more convenient than now! 

Some Heard, Complied, & Were Saved 

There were a few abroad the "Robert E. Lee" who realized the truth of the urgent message. They made preparation to be rescued and their lives were spared.

Tragically, in this story only a few of the people made the necessary preparation. But, the same is true when we consider those who are obedient to the gospel. They are few. (Matthew 7:13-14). Are you one of these?
To be saved you must obey God (Matthew 7:21). Salvation is not promised apart from obedience (Hebrews 5:8,9). Christ is pleading for you to come unto Him. Do so by believing in Him and His Word (John 3:16; Hebrews 11:16), repenting of your sins (Acts 2:38; 17:30), confessing Christ as the Son of God (Acts 8:37), and being baptized for the remission of your sins. If you will obey Him and remain faithful, He will save you. This is the urgent message of the gospel. We plead with you to hear and obey.

- by Jim Deason

_______________________________________________

The Right Choice

Often we are reminded of Joshua’s statement to Israel of old, "choose you this day whom ye will serve... ...but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord" (Josh. 24:15). What choice are you making? Are you submitting to the Lord? Are you serving Him? Just what is the right choice?

For the non-Christian, the right choice is to obey the gospel. Paul wrote, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek" (Rom. 1:16). A failure to obey the gospel results in "everlasting destruction" (2 Thes. 1:8). Obey today!

For the unfaithful Christian, the right choice is to repent and pray. When a Christian named Simon was guilty of sin, Peter commanded him to "Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven" (Acts 8:22). In sin, one is separated from God (Isa. 59:1-2). Choose to be rejoined in fellowship with the Lord and your brethren!

For the faithful Christian, the right choice is to keep on keeping on. "And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Gal. 6:9). Be thou faithful unto death!

- by David McPherson

___________________________________________

Slander

Do you know the definition of “slander''? Have you heard slanderous remarks? Have you ever been guilty of slandering anyone? These are important questions when we remember that slander is a sin that can damn our souls. Notice: 

“Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice'' (Ephesians 4:31 - NASV). 

“But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth'' (Colossians 3:8 - NASV). 

The King James Version uses the words “evil speaking'' and “blasphemy'' in these texts, but the meaning is the same. We most often think of “blasphemy'' against God, but in its most literal sense the word means “to vilify, or to speak against''; and it can be done against God or man. A modern English dictionary offers this definition: “a malicious, false, and defamatory statement or report.'' 

Slander typically happens when brethren get “out of sorts'' or angry. Often it involves someone trying to justify his position or excuse his bad behavior. Its goal is to make someone else look bad. The easiest way to do this is to issue a false report. It usually goes like this:

“Did you know that brother Soandso believes that it is a sin to _________.'' 

“You don't mean it!'' 

“Oh, yes, that's his position.'' 

“I just can't believe it! Have you heard him say that?''

“Well, he's never come right out and said it, but that's what he believes alright.'' 

“Have you gone to him to discuss this matter?'' 

“No, it wouldn't do any good. He's real stubborn and closed-minded you know.'' 

Brethren, this is the sin of slander -- DON'T DO IT! 

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

A majority of Americans (57%) say it is more important to conduct stem cell research than to not destroy the embryos involved in such research

 - via The Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life
Isaiah 44:2  ". . .the Lord . . . made thee, and formed thee from the womb . . ."

______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“Regarding the debate about faith and works: It’s like asking which blade in a pair of scissors is most important.”

“We all want progress, but if you’re on the wrong road, progress means doing a U-turn and going back to the right road.”
______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

April 30, 2006

Good morning, and welcome.  We are glad you are here!  We especially greet all of our visitors.  We hope you will visit with us again real soon.

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including Buddy Hood, Alvin & Shelby Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Norma Goodman, Jane Collins, Kim Futrell, Kris Johnson’s mother, and others.   Also remember Jennifer Ring’s brother in the army in Iraq.

Our deepest sympathy to our brother Odis Haley in the death of our beloved sister Suzette.  The funeral was in Memphis on Wednesday.  Also, our sympathy to Dorothy Sanders and her family in the death of her son-in-law in a tragic accident.  The funeral was conducted in Centerville on the 23rd.

The elders and deacons will meet this afternoon at 4:30. 

Remember “The Virtual Bible Study” – Thursday, 8pm. 

At our six o’clock service today we will have an extra period of singing and two short talks by a couple of our men.  Plan to be here!

Our Thursday morning class resumes this week.  This is a class for all who can attend.  Be sure to pick up class material in the lobby today.

Special thanks to Monty Overton, Jacob Gwin, Britt Hanes, and Arthur Hanes for teaching and preaching while Greg was in a gospel meeting at Greencastle, IN, last week.

Figures for the week of 4/16/06: Sunday, Bstudy, 125;  AM, 145; PM, 121; Wed., 113; Contrib., $2610
______________________________________________
"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























