Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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Before We Criticize...
There are times when mistakes are made and things need to be pointed out. And, unfortunately, we all know that offering criticism can sometimes make a bad situation even worse. Serious thought needs to go into what we will say. Maybe it would help if we would ask the following questions before offering criticism:

1.  Why am I doing this? 
Do I really want to help this person, or am I just doing this to make myself feel better? Am I trying to improve the situation, or do I just want to say, "I told you so!"? What is my motive?

"Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others" (Phil. 2:3-4). Regardless of what the world believes, we don’t have the right to let off some steam at the expense of another. Criticism that is only going to make us feel better needs to be kept to ourselves.

2. Do I have a right to criticize? 
Was I available when this person could have used some help before? Can I sympathize with what they are going through? Can I offer some positive suggestions to go along with the criticism? Some people like to just sit on the sidelines and criticize the labors of others. Such people really have no right to criticize.

3. Have I examined myself? 
It is not right for me to give criticism that I am not willing to take. Jesus says that I must make sure that the log is out of my eye first, then I can offer to help my brother get the speck out of his eye (Matt. 7:3-5). Criticism is respected when it comes from a respectable person, but no one appreciates a hypocrite.

4. What will I say, and how will I say it? 
This is very important. I must choose my words very carefully. They have the power to build up or to destroy (Proverbs 12:18, 16:24). As Paul said, "Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt" (Col. 4:6). What we say, and the way we say it, will make all the difference in the world. 

5. Will it glorify God? 
". . . Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God" (1 Cor. 10:31). Who’s glory am I seeking? Am I saying something to help the cause of Christ or just to be heard? If it is just to be seen and heard by men, then truly I have my reward (Matt. 6:1-6).

- by Heath Rogers

_______________________________________________

Indictments of the Social Gospel

THE SOCIAL GOSPEL is a philosophy in religion that the church should concern itself with worldly problems rather than spiritual ones. It is more interested in ecology, biology, psychology and sociology than in theology. It is more concerned about preserving the whooping crane and alligator than about preaching Christ the emancipator. It spends more time fighting earthly pollution that MAY damage the body than with fighting spiritual plagues that WILL certainly damn the soul.

THE SOCIAL GOSPEL is more interested in feeding the body than in nurturing the soul. Its goal is education, not salvation; recreation, not sanctification; fraternity, instead of eternity. It concerns itself with the “new morality” rather than with immortality; birth control rather than self-control; ministering to the “inner city” rather than seeking the heavenly city; slum clearance rather than with spiritual perseverance.

THE SOCIAL GOSPEL philosophy is more interested in helping men make a living than in helping them make a life. It is more concerned with civil rights than with spiritual fights; civil laws rather than spiritual flaws; revolution rather than revelation; civil disobedience rather than spiritual obedience; communism rather than faith, repentance and baptism.

THE SOCIAL GOSPEL is a lame duck spiritually because it is without the power to fulfill the lasting needs of the human race. It preaches Christ as a great social reformer, rather than as a Spiritual Savior. It limits His work to earthly benefits for mankind; and Paul said, “If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable” (I Cor. 15:19). Social ‘Gospelism’ can only leave man spiritually naked!

- by James P. Needham

___________________________________________

Is It Easier...

...to identify the truth than it is to take a stand for the truth.

...to believe the truth than it is to obey the truth.

...to acknowledge the truth than to it is to live by the truth.

...to profess the truth than it is to practice the truth.

The EASY WAY is not always the RIGHT WAY!

- by Bill Crews 

___________________________________________

It Doesn’t Count Unless . . .

You've no doubt seen those tongue-in-cheek diet guides that allow a person to eat anything and everything if certain conditions are met.  For instance:

- If you eat something and no one sees it, it has no calories!

- If you drink a diet soda with a candy bar, the calories in the candy bar are cancelled out by the diet soda.

- Calories don't count if you eat standing up.

- Cookie pieces contain no calories.  The process of breaking the cookies causes ‘caloric leakage!’

- Foods that are the same color have the same number of calories.  Example: spinach and pistachio ice cream.

This "diet plan” is an obvious joke.  No right thinking person would ever believe that eating like this could result in weight loss.  Yet some folks try to reason this way when it comes to sin.  They seem to think that:

- An act is not sinful as long as it is unknown to others.

- A thing is not sinful if everyone else is doing it.

- You are not guilty of sin so long as you can identify others who are doing things that are "worse.”

- If you like something, then it is not a sin.  Sin only involves things that you don't personal like.

The Bible, on the other hand, says that sin is transgression of God's law (1 Jn. 3:4).  If a thing is contrary to God's will, it is a sin.  It is a sin even if it is hidden from others, accepted by the majority, or considered less "serious" than other acts.  Sin is always wrong.  Think!

- by Greg Gwin
____________________________________________

Trends . . .

Two-thirds of Americans (68%) support the death penalty for people convicted of murder . . However, public support for the death penalty was somewhat stronger in the late 1990s (74% in 1999). 

 - via The Pew Forum and the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press. July, 2005 poll
Romans 13:3-4  "For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: {4} For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil."
______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“A long habit of not thinking a thing wrong gives it a superficial appearance of being right.”

“Character is much easier kept than recovered.”

“Reputation is what men and women think of us; character is what God and angels know of us.”

“That which we obtain too easily, we esteem too lightly.”
______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

June 18, 2006

Thank you for your presence here today as we honor and worship our Father in Heaven.  We pray that all we do will be acceptable in His sight.  We extend a special welcome to our visitors.  We hope you will come again soon.

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including Pearl Kincaid, Buddy Hood, Jane Collins, Alvin Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Kim Futrell, Kris Johnson’s mother, Jerry Riggins’ relative in Indiana, and others.  Also remember Jennifer Ring’s brother in the army in Iraq as well as the Goodall’s son in Afghanistan. 

Our Vacation Bible School is now only 3 weeks away (July 10-14).  Teacher materials are ready for pick-up.  Pray for this teaching opportunity, and do your part to support this work with your enthusicastic participation and by inviting others.

Every Thursday there are a couple of good Bible studies offered:  1) The Thursday morning class meets at 10am and is open to men and women alike, 2) “The Virtual Bible Study” is on the Internet at 8pm.  Go to the website (www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com) and follow the link.

There are gospel meetings this week at Tullahoma, Jackson Heights, Rock church in Dickson Co, and Westvue in Murfreesboro.  Check the bulletin board for details.

Special thanks to those who helped with yard work here at the building yesterday.  We appreciate your efforts.

Figures for the week of 6/11/06: Sunday, Bstudy, 140;  AM, 156; PM, 132; Wed., 112; Contrib., $3234
______________________________________________
"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.
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Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























