Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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Did Christ Die In Vain?

"He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth" (Isa. 53:7). Isaiah described the events leading up to the death of Christ. In obedience to the Father, Jesus willingly stretched out his hands and died on the cross for our sins. But was his death in vain?

For those who refuse to obey the gospel, they are saying, "Lord, we don't care what you did." "Jesus, so what if you loved me and gave your life for me?" Those who stubbornly reject the gospel of Christ are saying by their actions that the death of Christ was in vain.

If this is true of you, then consider that one day the Lord will return "in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thes. 1:8). Appreciate what the Lord has done for you. Recognize your need for the blood of Christ. Obey the gospel! Don't let Christ's death be in vain.

- by David McPherson

______________________________________________

"We Walk By Faith"


"Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord - for we walk by faith, not by sight"; (2 Cor 5:6-7).

The Bible often uses "walk" as a metaphor for one's manner of conduct. Life is a journey; we are merely "sojourners and pilgrims" here. An old hymn says, "this world is not my home; I'm just a passing through..." In the body we are "absent from the Lord," but like Paul, we "walk by faith..." and "make it our aim to always be well-pleasing" to God (2 Cor. 5:2-9). Our choices are made with respect to things, which are unseen, rather than to those which are seen (cf. 2 Cor. 4:16-18).

Although we cannot see God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, and Heaven with our eyes, we have complete confidence that they are real, and we act accordingly. 

Whether we see or do not see does not alter their nature or importance, nor does it make it improper to act with reference to them. 

Faith enables us to see when the eye cannot. It makes easy the most self-sacrificial service required of us (cf. Abraham, Gen. 22). It enables us to endure sore trials without murmuring. When dangers arise, it lights our path and gives us courage. It enables us to overcome doubt and temptations for we believe that "Faith is the victory that overcomes the world!"

We do not "walk by sight." One walks by sight when he is motivated only by the approval of other people. He walks by sight when he makes mammon his god...when he lives for getting and hoarding, or spending and squandering...when he estimates worth by wealth, or property. A man walks by sight when he cannot control his appetite or passion; when he cannot put aside things "good for food and pleasant to the eyes" for the sake of tomorrow's sickness, or a life of disgrace; when he finds himself again and again yielding to the same temptation from which he has suffered. Weakly lives and miserably dies the one who is a slave of what his better nature condemns and despises, but to which his fleshly appetite, long made a tyrant by yielding to it, ties and binds him.

- by James E. Cooper

______________________________________________

A Forgotten Word: Duty


"Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man" (Ecclesiastes 12:13).

We need to think about the word "duty." A more important word (for Christians) can scarcely be thought of, yet rarely does one hear it spoken. Do you ever ask yourself "What is my duty here?" Is anybody doing his or her duty anymore, or is this just an outmoded, forgotten word?

The Oxford American Dictionary tells us that duty is, "a moral or legal obligation, a task that must be done, action required from a particular person" (p. 200). Can I shorten that down some? Duty is "doing despite." Doing what you are supposed to do (that "moral or legal obligation") despite hardship, despite fear, despite opposition, despite anything or anyone. Duty is doing despite it all.

Duty is the recognition that the obligation is more important than anything else and so the obligation must be fulfilled.

Noah serves as a fine example of this idea. He was tasked to build an ark. He did this duty, despite opposition and despite a lack of perfect understanding on his part. He performed this duty despite its inconvenience. Over and over the text emphasizes that Noah obeyed God exactly (see Gen. 6:22; 7:5). He did his duty.

What does any of this have to do with our walk with God? Simply put, God has given His people certain "moral obligations" and "tasks that must be done." Those tasks must now be accomplished despite the times and environment we live in. We must do our duty.

Christians are obliged to be morally pure, to read their Bibles, to worship, to teach others the Gospel and more. Do you take those obligations seriously? Do you stop to consider "What does God want me to do? What is my duty to Him?"

Duty is oft forgotten in our me-first society. Rarely do we see people who bravely struggle on doing their "moral and legal obligations" despite so many other factors. Dare we allow such to be said of our spiritual lives? Remember, Solomon came to understand that serving God was the "whole duty of man" (Eccl. 12:13). Are you doing your duty to God? Are you doing what God commands you despite every reason not to? Let's remember our duty!

- by Mark Roberts

___________________________________________

If It Was Up To You, Would The Church Close Its Doors?
Every year hundreds of new businesses are started
here in our community.  The Chamber of Commerce gladly reports on these new ventures in an effort to demonstrate that our local economy is healthy and growing.  What they don't report quite so openly is that nearly an equal number of businesses close their doors each year.  

Why do these businesses fail?  It's really very simple.  They just do not offer services or sell products that appeal to a sufficient number of customers.  In short, they go out of business because the buying public is generally apathetic about their continued existence.

Whether we realize it or not, we're giving our vote as to whether these businesses succeed or fail.  We do it when we make the choice to patronize a particular business or to trade elsewhere.

We wonder if certain church members realize that a similar situation exists in local congregations.  Some folks show an apparent apathy toward the continued existence of the church.  They may attend occasionally - perhaps even most Sunday mornings.  However, it is just too hard for them to make the earlier Bible study and they never return on Sunday evening.  Wednesday night assemblies are absolutely out of the question - they're entirely too busy, too tired, etc.

What these folks are doing, whether they know it or not, is giving their vote to "close the doors".  If it was left up to them, no one would assemble and no work would be done.  Are you one of these people who are trying to put the church out of business?  Think about it!
- by Greg Gwin
____________________________________________

Trends . . .

The percentage of births to unmarried women has steadily increased in the past few decades, from 5.3 percent in 1960 to 32.2 percent in 1995 and to 35.7 percent in 2004.  Over a quarter of births to woman ages 25 to 29 (26.4 percent) and over half of births to woman ages 20 to 24 (53.2 percent) were to unmarried women in 2003. 

 - via Child Trends Data Bank
Hebrews 13:4 (NASV)  "Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge."
______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“If there is no God then nothing really matters.  But if there is a God then nothing else really matters.”

“Staying calm is the bet way to take the wind out of an angry man’s sails.”
______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

June 25, 2006

Our welcome to one and all, with a special greeting to our visitors today.  Thanks for coming!  We pray that our services will be an encouragement to all, and we pray that God will be glorified by all that we do.

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including Pearl Kincaid, Buddy Hood, Jane Collins, Alvin Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Hugh Stacy, Kim Futrell, Kris Johnson’s mother, Kimberly Hanes’ sister-in-law, and others.  Also remember Jennifer Ring’s brother in the army in Iraq, and the Goodall’s son and William Toombs’ son in Afghanistan. 

Our sympathy to Pearl Kincaid and her family in the tragic death of her sister (Mary Kirk) in an automobile accident on Wednesday.  The funeral was yesterday.

Our Vacation Bible School is now only 2 weeks away (July 10-14).  Ads have been printed and are available for you to take and use in inviting others.

· Remember:

· The Thursday morning class meets at 10am and is open to men and women alike, 

· “The Virtual Bible Study” is on the Internet at 8pm on Thursday. To hear the live program, go to the website (www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com) and follow the link.

Will you be here this evening when we meet for another hour of worship?  If not, why not?

Figures for the week of 6/18/06: Sunday, Bstudy, 128;  AM, 142; PM, 116; Wed., 105; Contrib., $4545
______________________________________________
"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























