Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

This week John Martignoni, an apologist for the Catholic Church, will be with us to respond to last week’s program.  This should be a very interesting discussion, and we urge you to listen and participate via emails and phone calls during the program.
_____________________________________________________________
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What is the Gospel of Judas?
The Gospel of Judas is an ancient book written between AD 300 and 400 in an Egyptian language known as Coptic. It was found by a farmer in 1978. Ultimately, it reached the hands of scholars who have now completed its translation, under the auspices and funding of the National Geographic. The Gospel itself may be a copy of an older work, because its ideas about Judas are denounced in a late second century work by a man named Iraenaus. He warns of fictitious gospels in his book Against Heresies.
Only 80% of the Gospel of Judas is legible so there are still holes and lines missing. The basic ideas do come through however. In the Gospel of Judas you will read of a rather unkind Jesus laughing at the apostles for their stupidity several times, hear a very different explanation of the creation of the world from what we read in Genesis, and of course (the part that has received so much media attention), find out that Jesus commissioned Judas to betray Him, making Judas out as a hero instead of traitor.

A Gnostic Gospel? What is that?
The Gnostics were a group of people in New Testament times who believed the physical body was bad, that salvation comes by understanding one’s divine origins, and that only an elite few will be saved. They thought most Christians were deceived, in error, and doing it all wrong. Only the Gnostics were getting it right. Naturally, they wrote down their particular "take" on New Testament themes and ideas, even creating a ‘Christ’ who taught their doctrines. These writings, of which there are many, are often called Gnostic Gospels, and are, to say the least, often very bizarre. 

So why aren’t the Gnostic Gospels in the New Testament?
The answer to that question is simple: they are not old enough. Even secular history confirms that the New Testament was completed shortly in the first century (perhaps as early as AD 70) so these gospels written hundreds of years later just are not old enough to be authentic New Testament material. They were not written by any of the apostles or other eye-witnesses of Jesus, two important standards for material that is truly biblical. Remember, anyone can write a story, title it "the Gospel" and circulate it. That doesn’t make it an authentic Gospel, worthy of inclusion in the Bible!

Why is there such a fuss about the Gospel of Judas?
The media and some Bible critics have tried to "make hay" out of the Gospel of Judas, using it to prop up some kind of Bible conspiracy theory. Some have suggested that the Gospel of Judas proves Christianity was more diverse than many have thought, and that there were lots of books that could conceivably have been in the New Testament but they were (unfairly) excluded. In the process, of course, the New Testament comes off looking like a book put together arbitrarily by men to advance a certain view of Jesus. This accords very well with the agenda of Dan Brown’s best-seller The DaVinci Code and the release of the film based on that book may well account for why the Gospel of Judas’ translation was published at this time.

Should the Gospel of Judas or other Gnostic Gospels be included in the Bible?
· That is an excellent question for which there are two responses. 

· First, for people of faith there is the issue of trusting God. The Bible claims it has all we need to be right with God (2 Timothy 3:16-17) and that it will be preserved and protected by God forever (1 Peter 1:23-25). For the Christian, there is no such thing as a "lost Gospel" or "lost books of the Bible" because if they were meant to be in the Bible they wouldn’t and couldn’t be lost. We trust God not to allow such to happen to His Word. 

· Second, for people who do not (yet) accept the Bible as being an inspired book from God there is the evidence, both from the Bible and from secular history, for the Bible’s completion and canonization well before the middle of the second century. For example, a man named Marcion preached a different version of Christianity, going to Rome in 144 AD to start an alternative Christianity community. His false teaching forced other Christians to make lists of what books were, and were not, accepted as truly inspired from God. There was no conspiracy, and there was no voting. The apostles had clearly instructed and informed the New Testament church about the need to recognize true writings from fake ones (note Galatians 6:11), and the early church readily accepted those inspired writings for what they were: the word of God. There are plenty of manuscripts, papyrus writings, and fragments of writings that date back to the first century or early second century to verify that Christianity is not the result of some sort of conspiracy in the fourth century. Further, from the writings of various Christians in the second and third centuries (long before the Gospel of Judas or any councils met to discuss and debate or vote) we know the content of the Bible was a settled issue. The church simply did not produce the Bible. The Bible produced the church.
· Careful study and careful investigation will see the Gospel of Judas for what it is (the work of men), and more, will see the Bible for what it is: the very word of God. 

· by Mark Roberts

via ‘Expository Files’

(edited for length)
___________________________________________

License to Complain

It was reported in a church bulletin that a certain congregation was issuing a License to Complain to all the members that applied and were qualified. In order to qualify the applicant must certify that:

1. I attend all regular and special worship services of the church.

2. I pray each day for fellow-members of the congregation, the preacher, each elder and deacon, that they be strengthened.

3. I see that my children are enrolled and take part in all the study activities planned for them.

4. I volunteer for, gladly accept, and enthusiastically carry out responsibilities in the church.

5. I visit the sick and shut-ins and help in evangelistic calling on prospective members.

6. I regularly and systematically give of my income to the congregation, always praying for God's help in making me aware of my financial obligations.

7. I firmly believe others in the congregation are motivated by good will in their relationship to and actions toward me and interpret them that way even as I anticipate their love and understanding of me.

Now, here's the interesting part: this particular congregation reported that no licenses had been issued!  Do you know why?  It's because those who applied were not qualified, and those who qualified did not apply!

(taken from an article which appeared in The Pointer, Indianapolis, IN)
____________________________________________

Trends . . .

Webcams and online chatting have sparked a new "sexual revolution" among youth, Dutch researchers said Thursday.  In a survey, nearly a quarter of males and 20 percent of females said they had recently had "cyber sex" – defined as pretending to have actual sex while sending each other sexually explicit messages or images. Three quarters of girls and 80 percent of boys said they had flirted online.  "Just like the sexual revolution in the 1960s and 70s of the past century, the Internet has made whole new forms of sexual relations possible, and they are being used for the first time en masse by a new generation of youth," researchers said in a summary of their findings.  The survey was commissioned by Royal KPN NV, the Netherlands' largest Internet provider.

 - via The Drudge Report, 6/1/06
Psalms 101:2-3  "I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. . . I will walk within my house with a perfect heart. I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes. . ."

______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“We should be content with what we have, but not with what we are.”

“If the going is real easy, beware, you may be headed down hill.”
______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

June 4, 2006

Greetings, and welcome!  We appreciate the presence of every worshipper today.  We extend a special thanks to our visitors for choosing to join us in these times of Bible study and worship.  We hope you will come again soon.

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including Pearl Kincaid, Warren Cook, Buddy Hood, Jane Collins, Alvin Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Norma Goodman, Kim Futrell, Kris Johnson’s mother, Joan Lindsey’s sister-in-law, and others.   Also remember Jennifer Ring’s brother in the army in Iraq.

Pray for our brother Nestor Sanchez as he wraps up his preaching trip to Cuba.  We hope to hear from him soon after his return home to Chile.

Special thanks to those that helped with some yard work here at the building yesterday.  Good job!

· Remember:

· The Thursday morning class meets at 10am.  

· Our Vacation Bible School dates: July 10-14. 

· “The Virtual Bible Study” on the Internet, Thursdays at 8pm

                             (www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com)

Thanks to all of you who are faithful, enthusiastic, dedicated, firmly committed, and zealous in your service to the Lord.  You realize and positively demonstrate that doing God’s will is THE most important thing in this life.  Your example is a great encouragement to us all.  God bless you!

Figures for the week of 5/28/06: Sunday, Bstudy, 130;  AM, 151; PM, 129; Wed., 135; Contrib., $4217
______________________________________________
"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























