Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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Why Send For Peter?

     An angel appeared unto a man named Cornelius. This devout, God-fearing, alms-giving man was praying to God -- as was his custom -- when an angel of God appeared to him in a vision. (You can read it for yourself -- Acts 10)
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According to popular conceptions this could mean hallucinations, latter-day revelations, or special divine appointment. An even greater number would say this proved that Cornelius was saved from his sins -- had experienced a "work of grace." I have heard of people "voted into the church" on far less evidence. But the angel was none of these things to Cornelius.
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The angel told Cornelius to send for Peter, who shall "tell thee what thou oughtest to do;" or "tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved." (See Acts 11:13-f.)
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Prayers, alms, and devoutness not-withstanding, this man still needed to be saved. Christianity is far more than good citizenship, moral uprightness, or even respect for God. A Christian has all of this, and more; but these things are found among many who have not yet become followers of Jesus Christ and hence have neither salvation from past sins nor hope for Heaven. 
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But why send for Peter? Could not the angel tell Cornelius all he needed to know? Or the Holy Spirit -- did not this miraculous out-pouring do all that should be done for him? 

     When Peter began to speak (11:15) the Holy Spirit was indeed poured out upon these Gentiles --- a marvelous thing for Peter and those Jews with him to behold. Until recently they had thought the gospel was for Jews only. (See 10:9-16, 25-29; 11:1-4) It took this demonstration of divine acceptance (as subjects of the gospel) to convince the Jews that the gospel was for all nations. (10:44-f.11:15-f)
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But now that they were proven proper subjects of the gospel, there remained the task of preaching: to them, and urging those who would to obey. People must be taught of God; so they may hear, learn and come. (Jn. 6:45) We draw nigh to God through the word of reconciliation. (2 Cor. 5:17-21)

     What the angel or Holy Spirit could do was hedged about by divine regulations. God had placed His truth in "earthen vessels" (2 Cor. 4:7) that its divine origin might be the more apparent. It was not His will then or now that heavenly messengers deliver the story of salvation to the world. It was "once for all" delivered to inspired men, and through them to the written form in which we now find it. (Jude 3, Eph. 3:1-f. 2 Pet. 1:14-f.)
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Peter did exactly what God intended he should do. He preached the good news of Christ to Cornelius and his household, and baptized those who gladly received the word. Note, He commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord." (Acts 10:48)

[image: image7.png]


Cornelius was not saved -- was not a Christian -- until he heard, believed and obeyed the gospel of Christ.

- by Robert Turner

_______________________________________________

Your Heart's Desire

"Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved'' (Romans 10:1).

Stop and consider the apostle's affection and concern for people. Paul's desire was genuine: he wanted lost souls to be saved. 

Christians need to have the same attitude today. The "heart's desire'" is a strong feeling of sympathy and compassion. This cannot be created without proper cultivation. 

Consider our loved ones who need to be saved. Generating interest in seeing them obey the gospel should not be a hard task. The question is, Are we as concerned for their souls as Paul was for all Israel? Paul expressed what his desire was; have we? 

Next time opportunity knocks, go up to your loved one and say something like, "I want you to know that my desire and prayer to God is that you might be saved. Will you obey?"

People have told me that they long for the day when a certain one will be baptized. The truth is, the best thing that can help that to come about is to express it openly to the individual. 

Jesus, when seeing the sinful state of the people, cried out, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!" (Matthew 23:37).

Our Lord illustrates perfectly that a meaningful spiritual concern comes when seeing the true state of the lost. Many opportunities to express our heartfelt desires are missed because we close our eyes to the sinful state people are in. We may love someone, but if they are not a Christian, they must be viewed as being in bondage to sin.

When we see the end of their way, which is everlasting destruction, then efforts are put forth. It may be hard to see that the Lord would damn one who loves you so much, but remember, it's not their love for you that will get them into heaven; it's their love for the Lord.

Go ahead; say something today while today still is. 

-by Chuck Bartlett
___________________________________________

‘Contemporary’ Worship Services

A recent Associated Press news story (6/2/06) reported on the current trend of “contemporary” worship services that is growing ever more popular.  Non-denominational ‘mega-churches’ have taken he lead in this movement, but mainline denominations are following suit in an effort to stop their declining attendance.  

A church in Ohio has rented a movie theater for their “contemporary” service.  “People don’t come in with a quiet reverence,” said one church member.  “It’s just like going to the movies.”   

The report goes on to say: “Instead of popcorn and soda, as at the movies, the churchgoers grab cups of chocolate-flavored coffee and jelly doughnuts on their way into worship.  The service starts out with a skit about golfing and religion, and moves into rock ‘n’ roll with a heavy drum beat that brings nearly everyone out of their seats . . . There’s dancing instead of kneeling . . . Scripture often still plays a role but in less formalized readings.”

And, what is the motivation behind these dramatic changes?  “The church is looking for a way to speak to the culture  . . . to appeal to young people and families . . . It’s church for people who don’t go to church.”

Do these folks care at all about ‘book, chapter, and verse’ to support their activities?  Where is the authority for what they are doing?  One wonders if there would be any limit to the things that they might do to attract larger numbers?  Apparently not!

And, bottom line, who are we seeking to please anyway?  It’s clear that these ‘contemporary’ services are geared for pleasing men, but worship ought to be conducted to please God: "For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ." (Galatians 1:10)

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

In 2002, 22% of all U.S. adults were current smokers, and 23% were current smokers. 

 - via Centers for Disease Control
1 Corinthians 6:19-20  "What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? {20} For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's."

______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“Attitude is a little thing that makes a big difference.”

“By swallowing evil words unsaid, no one has ever harmed his stomach.”

“Criticism may not be agreeable, but it is necessary. It fulfils the same function as pain in the human body. It calls attention to an unhealthy state of things.”

______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

July 9, 2006

We are very grateful for your presence here today – and especially if you are visiting with us.  We want you to feel welcome here at Collegevue, and we invite you to come back as soon as possible.

Our big news is  . . . Vacation Bible School begins tomorrow!!!  Plan to be present throughout the week at 7pm each evening.  Classes will be held for the kids, and Nick Law will be here to teach the teens and adults.  Invite others!

Congratulations to Lari and Scott Richards in the birth of Joseph Lane on Tuesday.  We thank God for a safe and healthy delivery.

New Members:  We are delighted to have Tom & Karen Goodall as members of this congregation.  Please make them feel welcome.  Their contact info is:  6917 Zion Crossing Ct., Columbia, 38401, phone 388-9499.

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including Buddy Hood, Warren Cook, Alvin Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Hugh Stacy, Pearl Kincaid, Jane Collins, Kim Futrell, and others.  Also remember Jennifer Ring’s brother in the army in Iraq, and William Toombs’ son in Afghanistan.  The Goodall’s son returned home this week.

There will be no Thursday morning class this week due to the VBS.  However, “The Virtual Bible Study” will be conducted immediately following the services on Thursday night.  You’ll be able to sit in and participate in the live program.  Please plan to join us.

Figures for the week of 7/2/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 136;  AM, 153; PM, 129; Wed., 123; Contrib., $7259

______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























