Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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On A Daily Basis

A man, asked recently to describe memories of his college days twenty-five years ago, replied, "A few big moments; many goofs, but, overall, pleasant memories."

Would these words not describe our memories of life generally? As we recall our years, there are always the "big" moments, the emotional "highs," that we love to relish. Then there are the "goofs," the embarrassing occasions that just keep coming back to haunt us. But, through it all, the pleasant memories sufficiently prevail to enable us to feel generally good about life.

But, in reality, success or failure in life is not determined by the "big moments" or "the goofs." We will not be eternally saved on the basis of a few great spiritual achievements or eternally lost on the basis of a few gross mistakes (assuming they have been repented of). Life consists of everyday actions and decisions, and it is these that bring ultimate success or failure, eternal happiness or eternal damnation. "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me" (Luke 9:23).

It is one thing to express concern for our children as we talk of their future spirituality and faithfulness. It is quite another to provide on a daily basis a spiritual atmosphere in the home, a good example of godliness and faithfulness, consistent and loving discipline and a love for God and respect for fellowman that are so essential to the training of our children. It's the little impressions that are made day by day that prove to be so decisive.

It is one thing to dream of some day being appointed an elder in the church. It is quite another thing to put forth the effort on a daily basis to learn the scriptures, to develop leadership ability, to grow spiritually, and to live as to gain the confidence of a discerning congregation. One does not qualify for the eldership in one big leap. It comes through daily development.

It is one thing to talk a "good line" on priorities. It is quite another thing to put God first on a daily basis. The devil knows so many ways to test our resolve in these realms. Our intentions are good, but, through his subtlety, he has us selling our souls for a mess of pottage or thirty pieces of silver.

It is one thing to think that we would die for the Lord if our faith were so tested. It is quite another thing truly to live for Him on a daily basis. Egos may be fed on the "big moments," but true spirituality develops through daily prayer, study and meditation.

Our lesson is this. Set your goals for the future, and set them high. But recognize that it's the little, day-by-day moments, the often forgotten moments, accumulated through the years, that truly shape our destiny. Tomorrow's success depends upon the choices and decisions that are made today. Make them with care.

 - by Bill Hall

_____________________________________________________

Too Late

Are you ever late? Late completing assignments at school or work? Late getting to work, appointments, school or church? Are you ever too late? I've known people who got the time for church services wrong and drove up in the parking lot just as church members were coming out the door. I've also known people to show up for a dinner appointment just as everyone else was finishing dessert! Now that is too late! 

What makes us late? Procrastination. Laziness. Failing to recognize and value opportunities. Poor scheduling. Not allowing for emergencies or unexpected circumstances. These are a few of the reasons that people are late for things every day. These same factors will cause some people to be too late when it comes to obeying the gospel. 

In Matthew 25:1-13, Jesus tells a parable about ten virgins who were to participate in a wedding feast. They all waited for the appearance of the bridegroom, but the five "foolish virgins" had taken no oil for their lamps. Why not? Procrastination! Laziness! Poor planning! They failed to prepare properly. Then, when the bridegroom was delayed (an unexpected circumstance), the foolish virgins had to go out to buy oil. He came while they were out (another unexpected occurrence), and when they returned, they were too late. They were not allowed entrance to the wedding. Imagine their frustration, sorrow and humiliation.

Another Bible example of folks who were too late is found in Luke 19:41-44. As Jesus approached Jerusalem, "He saw the city and wept over it." He foresaw the day when all that were within would be destroyed and the city would be leveled to the ground, without one stone left on top of another. Why would this happen to Jerusalem and its people? Jesus tells them that it is "because you did not know the time of your visitation." They missed their chance.

On the judgment day, it will be too late to obey the gospel. Those who squandered opportunities to heed and obey in this life will feel a lot like the five virgins who were shut out of the wedding feast - very foolish indeed. They will realize that, like the people of Jerusalem, they missed their chance. And like the children of Israel of old who disobeyed God, they will cry out in despair "The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved!" (Jeremiah 8:20)

Don't allow that sickening feeling of despair and loss to be yours for all eternity. Life is too short, eternity is too long, and the risk is too great to wait too late to make your life right with God.

- by Steve Klein
___________________________________________

Has the Bible Been Changed?

We are frequently asked about the reliability of our Bibles.  Specifically, how can we be sure that the Bibles we are reading today are true to the original messages delivered so long ago.  In particular, can we be sure that the New Testament has not been altered and changed in the almost 2000 years since it was written?

· The answer to these questions is a resounding YES, we can be absolutely certain that we have good, reliable copies of the messages as they were originally written.  To illustrate how we can have this confidence, consider this illustration:

· At a potluck dinner, Sally has a delicious dish and several other ladies ask for her recipe.

· Sally makes three handwritten copies of her recipe and gives them to Anna, Betty, and Clara.

· A good while later, Anna pulls out that recipe and is preparing to fix the dish.  She calls Sally to confirm the ingredients, but Sally has lost her original copy of the recipe.  

· Is there any way for Anna to confirm the accuracy of her copy?

· YES, although the original has been lost, Anna can compare her copy to those of Betty and Clara.  If all three agree, she can have good confidence that her copy is exactly like the original.

Now, take this illustration and apply the same principle to the New Testament.  Admittedly, the original ‘autograph’ copies of these documents are all lost and unavailable.  But, there are literally thousands of copies of those originals, many dating back to the immediate time frame in which the originals were written.  By comparing these thousands of copies, and by observing their nearly perfect similarities, we can conclude that our Bibles today are true to the originals.  In fact, there is no book of antiquity that comes even close to the Bible in being able to provide this sort of documentary evidence for authenticity and accuracy.  

YES, you can trust your Bible!!!

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

A 2004 survey focused on correlating the amount of income a person makes with the percentage of time each participant reported as being in a bad mood each day.   Those conducting the survey expected to find that those making less than $20,000 annually would report a much high level of unhappiness.  However, there was almost no difference between those making high salaries and those making low salaries.  The survey concluded that the link between income and mood has been historically overstated.

 - via www.livescience.com
Luke 12:15  "Jesus said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth."

______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“A man is a selfish fool who says it is nobody’s business what he does.”

“Admitting that you’ve been wrong proves that you are wiser now than you were before.”

“The party spirit in a church murders God’s truth and makes liars of its devotees.”

“Kind words take less breath than harsh ones.”

“Rivers (and men) get crooked by following the path of least resistance.”

______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

July 16, 2006

Good morning, and welcome.  We extend a special greeting to our visitors, along with an invitation to return at your earliest opportunity.

Sympathy:  We offer our heartfelt sympathy to the family of our beloved brother James Rummage.  James was killed in a tragic accident on his way home from church services on Tuesday evening.  The funeral was conducted yesterday.

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including Buddy Hood, Alvin Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Hugh Stacy, Pearl Kincaid, Norma Goodman, Jane Collins, Kim Futrell, Jared Ring’s grandfather, and others.  Also remember Jennifer Ring’s brother in the army in Iraq, and William Toombs’ son in Afghanistan.  

Many thanks to those who helped to make our Vacation Bible School a success. Though overshadowed by the death of brother James Rummage, the things taught and the lessons learned are certain to bear fruit.  Thanks to Nick Law for his good work in teaching the teens and adults, and to the teachers of the children’s classes.  We admire and appreciate all of you for your many hours of work and preparation.  Thanks, too, to all that attended faithfully.

Thursday morning class will meet this week at 10am, and “The Virtual Bible Study” will be conducted on the Internet at 8pm Thursday.  Plan to take advantage of these good Bible study opportunities.

Figures for the week of 7/9/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 126;  AM, 143; PM, 132; Wed., 130; Contrib., $2916
______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























