Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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The Book of Revelation

The Book of Revelation, as all New Testament books, was written for churches in the first century to describe and deal with the problems they faced. Revelation differs in that it is written in visions and symbols, but the message was still a contemporary one.

The writer, John, tells us, for example, that the events described in the book were "shortly to come to pass" and that the "time is at hand." He makes this point to his readers at the beginning (1:1, 3) and at the end of the book (22:6, 10).

The apostle then addresses the book and its message to "seven churches that are of Asia" (1:4). The Spirit told him: "What thou seest, write in a book and send it to the seven churches: unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamum, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea" (1:11).

After penning a letter to each of the seven churches, he begins in visions and pictorial language to write about how these churches were suffering persecution, being imprisoned, and even put to death "for the word of God and the testimony of Jesus." In the fifth seal he describes the blood of these martyred brethren, which was under the altar of sacrifice crying out to God to avenge their cause with wrath against their adversary (1:9; 6:9-11).

He describes their enemy as a beast come out of the sea who had received his power and authority from Satan. This enemy is helped by a beast coming up out of the earth - a beast with horns of a lamb but the voice of the dragon. These represent an evil power in the first century that was persecuting and putting to death all who would not receive its mark and bow before it (Chapter 13).

Some would identify this as the persecuting power of the Jews and others say it is the evil opposition of Rome. Regardless of its identity, it was a wicked enemy that the churches of the first century faced. The book ends with the defeat of this adversary and the victory of the martyred saints who reign with Christ (Chapters 19-20).

The point of the book is clear: God’s faithful children will find victory in Jesus - even if they die for their faith at the hands of ungodly men who serve Satan in an effort to destroy the church of the Lord.

The message of the book is likewise simple: the glorified Jesus, pictured among the seven lampstands, declares to the saints in tribulation, "Fear not; I am the first and the last, and the Living one; and I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore, and I have the keys of death and Hades" (1:17-18). Jesus suffered and died but was victorious over death, and has the keys of victory for those in him.

Revelation does not describe modern nations and events, but struggles brethren of the first century endured and overcame through Christ.

- by L. A. Stauffer
_______________________________________________

“Hard To Understand”

". . . our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction." - 2 Peter 3:15-16

Does this passage say that Bible study and true understanding is out of reach for most of us?  Not at all!  We should reread the verses carefully and think about the matter.

What the passage does not say:
--- That some of Paul's writings are impossible to understand 

--- That all of Paul's writings are hard to understand

--- That Paul's writings are unclear or uncertain 

--- That all Scripture is hard to understand

What the passage does say:
--- Paul's writings are part of the Scriptures 

--- Paul wrote according to the wisdom given him 

--- Some of what Paul wrote was hard to understand 

--- All Scripture can be twisted by the untaught and unstable 

--- The result can be our destruction, fall, being led away with error

The problem is not with Scripture.  It is often with us!  It may be our level of spiritual maturity.  It may be our reluctance to accept the truth.  It may be our surrender to the views of others.  It may be our tendency to read too much in a passage. It may be our failure to search the other Scriptures to have an overall grasp of God's will.  That some Bible matters are more difficult than others calls for our more careful attention, not for our surrender.  That is how we “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior” (2 Peter 3:18).

- by Robert Hines
___________________________________________

Carnal Appeals

Free pizza, clowns, hot air balloon rides . . . you name it, and some religious group has tried it as a scheme to draw folks to their services.  These things are FUN! 
Who wouldn't like to play ball, eat good food, and be entertained?

But, here’s the problem -- these things all appeal to the carnal man, and seek to satisfy his earthly desires.  Instead of these, the Lord has made the church the "pillar and ground of the truth" (1 Tim. 3:15), and has designed its work and authorized its activities "for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body" (Ephesians 4:12).  The church, if it is following God's plan, is working to build stronger spiritual men, not better softball players.

When we challenge the 'fun, food, and games' crowd to justify their practices from the Scriptures, they usually refer to Jesus feeding the multitudes with loaves and fishes.  They conclude that these examples demonstrate how Jesus fed the physical man to make an opportunity to feed the spiritual man (John 6:5-14).  Sorry, that won't work!  Keep reading.  When the people came to Jesus the next day, He perceived that they came for more free food.  He rebuked them and told them they ought to be seeking spiritual things rather than carnal ones (vs. 22-27).  He DID NOT feed them!  As a result many stopped following Him (vs. 66), but no food was offered to draw them back again.

Carnal appeals do not lead to true conversion and they are not authorized.  The gospel is the "power of God unto salvation" (Romans 1:16).  Let's use IT!
- by Greg Gwin
____________________________________________

Trends . . .

In a survey of teenagers who have read or watched any of the Harry Potter books or movies, one out of every eight  (12%) said that the Potter chronicles increased their interest in witchcraft. That translates to nearly three million young people whose interest has been piqued. 

 - via Barna Research Online
Galatians 5:19-21 (NASV) "Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,  idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,  envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God."

______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“Always remember that the future comes one day at a time.”

“Men acquire a particular quality by constantly acting in a particular way.”

“Moral excellence comes about as a result of habit. We become just by doing just acts, temperate by doing temperate acts, brave by doing brave acts.”

“Bear the trials of life with dignity and grace, making the best of circumstances.”

______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

June 25, 2006

Great to see you today!  Thanks for making the decision to be here for these important times of Bible study and worship.  We especially want all of our visitors to know that you are our honored guests.  Please come again soon.

Continue to pray for those who are sick, including Buddy Hood, Blake Bolton, Warren Cook, Alvin & Shelby Lunn, Tina Overton, Hubert Morrow, Hugh Stacy, Pearl Kincaid, Jane Collins, Kim Futrell, Kris Johnson’s mother, Kimberly Hanes’ sister-in-law, and others.  Also remember Jennifer Ring’s brother in the army in Iraq, and the Goodall’s son and William Toombs’ son in Afghanistan. 

Our Vacation Bible School is now only 1 week away – it begins one week from tomorrow night.  Use the ads that have been printed to invite others to come with you – and be sure that YOU are here for every service.  We are thankful for the teachers who have accepted the duty of preparing for this special teaching effort.  Also, remember that Nick Law (Nickie Gwin’s father, who preaches in Jennings, FL) will be here to teach the teenagers and adults.

The Thursday morning class meets at 10am and is open to men and women alike, and “The Virtual Bible Study” is on the Internet at 8pm on Thursday. 

Our attendance on Sunday nights and Wednesday nights has been down recently.  Are you doing you best to be here for every meeting of the church?  If not, why not!?!

Figures for the week of 6/18/06: Sunday, Bstudy, 132;  AM, 146; PM, 115; Wed., 100; Contrib., $2970
______________________________________________
"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























