Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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Questions About Astrology & The Bible

One of the biggest businesses in America is astrology. There are over 175,000 part-time astrologers, and 10,000 full-time. And over 2,000 newspapers carry daily horoscopes. The popularity of astrology is everywhere, with astrological signs on T-shirts, coffee cups and jewelry. Now we have those Television commercials of 1-800 and 1-900 numbers with quick astrological counsel. Something this popular naturally leads to questions. With common sense, and with faith in God's Word, there are some answers:

1. Why should the current revival of interest in the occult and astrology cause us concern?

The respectability and credibility so many people are giving to the occult and to astrology should alarm us for at least two reasons: (1) Because of what the Bible says about sorcery (Gal. 5:20 and Rev. 21:8), and (2) It is a troubling fact of history, that outbreaks of occultism frequently accompany the collapse of a civilization; one example is, the Roman Empire. [From the Seattle Daily Times, Sept. 8, 1975 - "History has shown that astrology thrives best in times of religious decline and of social unrest."


2. What is astrology?

It operates on the premise that the destinies of nations and individuals are determined by the relative positions of the stars and planets. This information and the guidance one seeks is allegedly available through the charts drawn up by professional astrologers. [Astronomy is not the same as astrology. Astronomy is the objective, scientific study of the stars and planets, with a view toward understanding their motion and relation; NOT with a view toward their alleged influence on human conduct!


3. Is astrology upheld by scientists?

No! In 1975, a statement endorsed by 186 prominent scientists challenged "the pretentious claims of astrological charlatans." The Associated Press report of this went on to say: "There is simply no scientific basis for astrology, which deals with the presumed influences of stars, planets and other heavenly bodies on human affairs..," (Wichita Eagle, Sept. 3, 1975).

4. But isn't it true that astrologers have made some amazing predictions that turned out to be true?

No! In May of 1974, the Reader's Digest reported on a survey of the predictions made by the three most popular British astrologers in one year. Of these three popular astrologers, the "TOP ACHIEVER" was right only 12 times out of 30. The third "seer" had only 4 correct guesses out of 30 tries. Further, some of their "visions" are only educated predictions, based on currently available data. Thus, they do not have an impressive track record.

5. Where did astrology come from?

According to the Bible, it came from the eastern, idolatrous nations. God warned His people about this influence (see Deut. 4:19; 17:2, 3, 5; 18:9-12; Isa. 2:6; 47:13, 14).

6. Are the concepts and messages of astrology cohesive and united?

Astrology is an strange, divided, "mixed bag" of conflicting messages. Check what your astrological message is for today as it reads in four or five different charts; see if you can discern a unified message.

7. What has God said about all this?

"And take heed, lest you lift your eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun, the moon, and the stars, all the host of heaven, you feel driven to worship them and serve them, which the Lord your God has given to all the peoples under the whole heaven as a heritage ... For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God ... To you it was shown, that you might know that the Lord Himself is God; there is none other besides Him," (Deut. 4:19, 24, 35).

"You are wearied in the multitude of your counsels; let now the astrologers, the stargazers, and the monthly prognosticators stand up and save you from these things that shall come upon you. Behold, they shall be as stubble, the fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves from the power of the flame; it shall not be a coal to be warmed by, nor a fire to sit before," (Isa. 47:13,14).

8. Are there New Testament passages that relate to this interest in the occult and sorcery?

Galatians 5:20 affirms that "sorcery" is a work of the flesh. The King James has the word "witchcraft," which is from the Greek, PHARMAKEIA. The word means charms, remedies, or guidance sought in drugs, incantations, star gazing and sorcery. Vines says, of PHARMAKEIA: "...primarily signified the use of medicine, drugs, spells; then, poisoning; then, sorcery ... In sorcery, the use of drugs, whether simple or potent, was generally accompanied by incantations and appeals to occult powers ..."

"But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death," (Rev. 21:8).

The Ephesians had been involved in things in the category of sorcery, but when they obeyed the gospel they burned their incantation books (Acts 19:18-20).

9. Is astrology a type of revelation from God?

No! "God, who at various times and in different ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us BY HIS SON...," (Heb. 1:1,2; see, Eph. 3:1-5; Jude 3).

10. Who must we turn to for the guidance we need?

THE LORD, who is "wonderful in counsel and excellent in guidance," (Isa. 28:29). To those involved in astrology, my admonition would be: "Behold, you are trusting in deceptive words to no avail," (Jer. 7:8).
- by Warren E. Berkley
___________________________________________

The Difference Between Individuals & The Church

In a recent discussion of church benevolence, the point was made that the church has a limited benevolent role (only to needy saints), while individual Christians can and should help all who are legitimately in need (Galatians 6:10).  Someone offered this rebuttal:

“Why maintain a division in the church over money when the money is God’s before it is given on the 1st day of the week, and is still God’s when it is not given? . . .  If there is nothing that is not God’s then His money is still feeding the poor either through the elders hand or through individuals. It is God’s money, God’s people, doing God’s work.”

What we see here is a classic case of failing to recognize the difference between individual Christians and the church as a collective body.  Notice these passages which make this clear distinction:

1. The individual is not the church: "For the body is not one member, but many." (1 Corinthians 12:14)
2.  The individual is charged when the church is not: "If any man or woman that believeth have widows, let them relieve them, and let not the church be charged; that it may relieve them that are widows indeed."  (1 Timothy 5:16)
3.  The individual has responsibility that the church does not: "Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone ... if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more ... and if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church ...” (Matthew 18:15-17)
4.  The individual’s money is distinct from the church’s’:  "But a certain man named Ananias ...sold a possession, and kept back part of the price . . .and brought a certain part, and laid it, at the apostles' feet.  But Peter said ... , Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost … Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power?"  (Acts 5:1-4)
- by Greg Gwin
____________________________________________

Trends . . .

Forbes Magazine has announced its annual list of the world’s wealthiest people. Bill Gates, chairman of Microsoft, heads the list with an estimated wealth of $50 billion.

- via www.InformationWeek.com

Mark 8:36-37  "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? {37} Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?"

______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“Trust in yourself and you are doomed to disappointment. Trust in money and you may have it taken from you.  But trust in God, and you are never to be confounded in time or eternity.”

“You can’t do much about your ancestors, but you can influence your descendents enormously.”

“If you think of this world as a place intended simply for your happiness, you might find it quite intolerable.  But think of it as a place of training and correction and it’s not so bad.”

______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

August 13, 2006

So glad to see you today!  What could be better than joining together with others of “like precious faith” in worshipping God and studying from His word?  We especially welcome all of our visitors today. 

Please continue to pray for the sick, including: Hugh Stacy, Logan Quillen, Tina Overton, Alvin Lunn, Buddy Hood, Hubert Morrow, Freeman Riggins, Dugin Kincaid, Kim Futrell, Matt Kasun’s father, Kathy Holt’s grandmother, Mike Johnson’s grandmother, Lucille Vick’s brother, Kimberly Hanes’ sister-in-law, and others.  Also pray for those in the military in dangerous places:  Jennifer Ring’s brother, the Riggins’ grandson, and William Toombs’ son.

The Calahans have moved.  Update your directories to show them at:  6604 St. John’s Way, Columbia, TN  38401; phone 388-8338.

Please join us on Thursdays for: 1) the Thursday morning class at 10am, and 2) “The Virtual Bible Study” on the Internet at 8pm. 

A song leading class is being planned.  It will be especially for our young men who want to learn to be song leaders.  Please sign up for this class on the bulletin board.

The dates of November 12-17 have been set for our fall gospel meeting.  Mark your calendars!

On Sunday, the 27th, we will have a period of song practice from 5:15 to 5:45pm.  Lord willing, we’ll do this on the fourth Sunday of each month.  

Figures for the week of 8/6/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 128;  AM, 147; PM, 133; Wed., 116; Contrib., $3478
______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























