Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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Do You Feel Saved?
Are you saved? How do you know you are saved? "I know I am saved because I feel it in my heart," many often say. But are the feelings of your heart the proper standard to determine your salvation? We do not use this standard in other matters. No one says of his bank statement, "I know it is right because I feel it in my heart," while they ignore to properly add and subtract from their balance. No carpenter says, "I know the board is 10 feet long because I feel it in my heart" — he checks the board with the proper standard, the measuring tape! But, when it comes to a matter far more important than bank balances and board lengths — salvation — many are willing to trust their eternal welfare to their feelings.

Can you trust the feelings of your heart to tell you whether or not you are saved? The Bible says "No!" "He who trusts in his own heart is a fool" (Prov. 28:26), for "the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man who walks to direct his own steps" (Jer. 10:23). "There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death" (Prov. 14:12). Feelings are subjective, they change from person to person and even within the same person. Truth is objective, it remains fixed and does not change, regardless of the person or the year.

The way you feel about salvation does not change God's truth concerning it, just as the way you feel about math, does not change the truth of it. Whether or not you are saved is an objective fact, not subject to the whims of how you feel from moment to moment. So how can they know they are saved? The Scripture says, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding" (Prov. 3:5).

You do not have to rely upon your own faulty and deceptive feelings concerning your salvation. The Lord has given "the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation" (2 Tim. 3:15). The knowledge and confidence of salvation can only come from the objective standard of God's Word. God will judge you by His Word, not by how you feel. Jesus proclaimed, "the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day" (John 12:48). What is your salvation based upon? Many people feel in their heart they are saved because they have "simply believed" in Jesus. While salvation certainly requires faith in Jesus, faith alone does not and cannot save according to God's Word. James wrote, "You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only"(Jas. 2:24). Other people have prayed and "asked Jesus to come into their heart" and now they feel they are saved. But nowhere does the Bible teach one must simply pray to Jesus in order to be saved. God's Word teaches to be saved you must: hear the gospel (Rom. 10:17); believe Jesus is the Son of God (Mk. 16:16); repent of your sins (Acts 2:38); confess Jesus (Rom. 10:9; Acts 8:36-38) and be baptized for the remission of your sins (Acts 2:38; Mk. 16:16). Those who obey God's Word do not have to guess whether or not they are saved based upon the feelings of their heart. They know they are saved because their salvation is based on the unchanging Truth of God's Word.

- by Wayne Greeson

_____________________________________________________

The Power of God to Salvation 

"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation" (Romans 1:16) 

When churches try to lure people to their services by means of gimmicks and big promotions, they make a big mistake. Bingo parties, musical entertainment, films, dinners and such like, only cheapen the gospel in the minds of thinking people. A bigger attendance may be the short-term effect, but less respect for God is the long-term effect. If you gain souls by carnal means, then carnal means will be needed to hold them. The gospel of Jesus Christ is the power of GOD unto salvation, and though fewer may respond to it, salvation is only therein. 

- by Whit Sasser

____________________________________________

Our Job

We are told that one-half of all the people who have ever lived, from the beginning of time unto the present, are living today.  Think about this in view of the command, “Preach the gospel to every creature.”  If we preach the gospel to every person of our own generation, we are preaching to half of the people who have ever lived!

World population is now about 6 billion people.  Most of them will be lost for eternity (Matthew 7:13-14).  “Lift up you eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest” (John 4:35).  These billions must be reached one-by-one.

- by James E. Cooper

___________________________________________

Hospitality

Several passages in the New Testament command us to demonstrate hospitality.  Romans 12:13 urges us to be "given to hospitality".  Elders are to be men who are "hospitable" (1 Tim. 3:2, Tit. 1:8 -NASV).  

We fear that some Christians have excused themselves from this responsibility by a particular definition of the word "hospitality".  Various Greek authorities are quoted, and an attempt is made to force our understanding of the word to mean exclusively "love of strangers.”  Usually some explanation is given about the morally corrupt conditions that existed in the public inns of the first century.  Christians who traveled, we are told, were in desperate need of accommodations that were free from these temptations and evil influences.  Thus the command was given to be "hospitable," meaning to entertain traveling strangers, and had no application to one's own acquaintances.  We do not dispute these conclusions, but deny that this is the total application of the command.

The problem, as we see it, is in the assumption that since there are now adequate public accommodations, we are no longer bound by this instruction.  This view is too narrow, and does not consider all that is said on the subject. 1 Peter 4:9 tells us to "use hospitality one to another without grudging.”  Thayer says that the word for "hospitality" means “generous to guests", and does not, denote that these "guests" were "strangers" in every case.  Indeed, the very context suggests that this sharing was "among yourselves" (vs. 8), and "one to another" (vs. 9).


Christian, have you been “hospitable?”

- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

The following quote is taken from an article in the British newspaper, The Daily Mail, but the facts it reports could have as easily been describing a typical U.S. family:

“A typical working parent spends just 19 minutes a day looking after their children, official figures revealed yesterday. The startling research shows the devastating impact that working full-time has on children who hardly see their parents. . . The Office for National Statistics looked at nearly 4,950 people over the age of 16 in Britain to find out what they do all day. The findings make grim reading for working parents who already worry that they spend too much time at work - and too little at home. Parents who work full-time spend just 19 minutes every day "caring for [their] own children", according to ONS's "Time Use Survey", published 7/19/06. . . The findings come at a time when record numbers of women are working as huge mortgages and soaring household bills force them to earn a living.”

- via www.dailymail.co.uk

Ephesians 6:4  "And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord."

______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“Hell will be a truth that many will realize too late.”

“Satan will use 99% truth (if necessary) to float one lie.”

“It is a sad religion that is never strong except when its owner is sick.”

“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.”

______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

July 30, 2006

We very grateful for your presence today – especially those who are visiting.  We pray that God will be glorified by our worship, and that every soul will be edified..

Continue to pray for those who are sick.  This bulletin was prepared in advance, so please listen closely to the announcements today for the latest information.

Special thanks to Yancey Smith, Tom Goodall, and Arthur Hanes for preaching and teaching last week while Greg was in a gospel meeting in Lilbourn, Missouri.

At our service this evening we’ll have an extended period of singing, led by Matt Kasun.  Be here!

Thursday morning class will meet this week at 10am, and “The Virtual Bible Study” will be conducted on the Internet at 8pm Thursday. 

Figures for the week of 7/16/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 130;  AM, 151; PM, 110; Wed., 123; Contrib., $3871
______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























