Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________

THE BEACON   -  Electronic Edition  -  8/22/06

A Simple Study of the Particle “If”

One of the first forms of logical reasoning that children learn is the significance of the particle, “if.” Unfortunately, many forget the meaning of the term in adulthood—especially in religious matters.

Grammatically speaking, “if” is identified as a conditional particle. That is, it mentions conditions or circumstances upon which certain consequences follow.  “If” has a great variety of applications; they may involve blessings, punishments, opportunities, etc. “If” does not stand alone. It is a component of the “word neighborhood” in which it is found.

“If” is one of the first words a child begins to associate with logical thinking. The youngster as yet does not know anything about the formal process of reasoning from a logical vantage point, much less does he know of “conditional particles.” But children quickly can fathom the significance of “if.”

“Bobby, if you eat your carrots, mommy will let you have some ice cream.” Down go the carrots because Bobby already has learned the significance of “if.”

As one grows, the “ifs” come fast and furiously, and they whip us into logical submission many times each day.

“If you finish your homework, you may go out and play.” “If you complete your chores, you may use the car this weekend.” “If you take this medicine, it should relieve your symptoms.” “If you service your car regularly, it will last much longer.” On and on go the “ifs.”

Why is it that “if” is so well understood in virtually every realm of life—except that of religion? That is a terribly strange phenomenon. And it reveals how stubborn some religious folks are.

One of the vilest doctrines ever to be foisted upon humanity by Satan is the idea that a child of God can never lose his/her salvation—no matter what he/she does.  This notion of “the impossibility of apostasy” is taught by the disciples of John Calvin (and some who are not formally identified with the Swiss reformer).

Consider the following promise by Christ:  “If a man keep my word, he shall never see death” (John 8:51).  Does this text affirm that no one will ever be lost—regardless of how he lives? Of course it doesn’t, and most acknowledge that. It does affirm that no one, who “keeps[Christ’s] word” (the verb implies abiding action), will be lost.  But the particle “if” is crucial; it states a condition.  

· Note the following passages that equally are appropriate to this brief study.  

· IF we hold fast the word, we will be saved (1 Corinthians 15:2). 

· IF we faint not, we shall reap in due season (Galatians 6:9).

· IF we continue in the faith, we will be unreprovable before Him (Colossians 1:22-23).

· IF we endure, we shall reign with Him (2 Timothy 2:12).

· IF we add the Christian virtues, we shall never stumble (2 Peter 1:10).

· IF we walk in the light, Christ’s blood keeps us clean (1 John 1:7).

In each of the texts cited above, observe the leading conditional particle. Further, note the action verbs that are connected to these particles.

How can any reasonable person, in light of these texts, contend that the retention of one’s salvation is unconditional? That God will save us no matter how we live?
One gentleman, with whom I recently discussed this matter, responded to this line of evidence in the following way: “You place too much emphasis on ‘if’.”

Isn’t that a compelling statement? Actually, it disregards the value of the inspired words of the sacred text. There is little one can do to help the person who flings logic to the wind and refuses to see the truth.

These passages, and numerous others, make it absolutely clear that our salvation is dependent upon our sincere and determined effort to pursue the will of the Son of God.

- by Wayne Jackson

_____________________________________________________

Christ’s Compassion

Jesus' life was filled with demonstrations of com-passion. We would do well to emulate His example.

Compassion is "a sympathetic emotion created by the misfortunes of another, accompanied by a desire to help." Genuine compassion involves love, great feeling, interest, and concern.

The Gospel accounts tell of various ones on whom the Lord had compassion. Such individuals include a leper (Mk. 1 :40-41), a demon-possessed man (Mk. 5: 18-20), a widow who lost her son (Lk. 7:11..-15), and two blind men (Mt. 20:30-34).

Jesus did not simply "feel sorry" for those suffering. His compassion motivated Him to do something. He healed the sick, raised the dead, and opened the eyes of the blind.

How are you demonstrating your compassion for others?  Many are suffering both physically and spiritually. Do something! 
- by David McPherson
___________________________________________

“Will Work For Food”

A homeless man frequently stations himself near a major intersection and holds up a hand written sign which reads: "Will Work For Food".  Several have attempted to offer him work.  One such offer was reported by an investigative reporter for a local TV news department.  All have been refused.  This man, despite what his sign says, is looking for a handout - not for work.  We are disappointed and disgusted by the situation.  The Lord has something to say about it, too: "If anyone will not work, neither let him eat" (2 Thess. 3:10).

There is a spiritual parallel to this sad tale.  It goes like this: Christians assemble to worship God.  They unite their voices to sing:

"Lord Send Me"

"I want to be a soul winner for Jesus"

"We'll work till Jesus comes"

"I want to be a worker for the Lord".

But, when challenged with opportunities to serve God, they hold back and do nothing.  Bible study is neglected, prayer is abandoned, worship assemblies and special classes are not attended, financial support is not forthcoming, personal work efforts are largely ignored.  Do you see it?  Isn't this like the homeless man who says he wants work but will not accept it?

There are too many who want the rewards of Christianity without doing any work.  They're looking for a spiritual "handout".  They will not receive it.  God views the spiritually lazy in the same way He views the physically lazy: no work, no reward.  "Be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:58).

- by Greg Gwin
____________________________________________

Trends . . .

While nearly half of the adult population attends religious services during a typical week, people’s conceptual bond to the local church remains tenuous. Fewer than one out of every five adults firmly believes that a congregational church is a critical element in their spiritual growth and just as few strongly contend that participation in some type of community of faith is required for them to achieve their full potential. 

- via The Barna Group

Ephesians 4:16  ". . . the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love."

______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“It takes both hands to lay hold of eternal life; you will have to let everything else go.”

“You don’t get much done by starting tomorrow.”

______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

August 20, 2006

We’re grateful that you made the decision to be here today.  We hope you will honestly be able to say that it was ‘time well spent’.  Our goal is to glorify God with our worship, and to edify those who participate in these services today.  We especially welcome all of our visitors. 

Please continue to pray for the sick, including: Hugh Stacy, Tina Overton, Alvin Lunn, Buddy Hood, Hubert Morrow, Freeman Riggins, Dugin Kincaid, Kim Futrell, and others.  Also pray for those in the military in dangerous places:  Jennifer Ring’s brother, the Riggins’ grandson, and William Toombs’ son.

Our sympathy goes out to Mike Johnson and his family in the death of his grandmother.  The funeral was in Loretto on Monday.

The class for song leaders (especially young men who would like to learn to lead songs) will begin today at 5 o’clock.  Jeremy Fralix will be teaching this class, and he encourages any who are interested to attend (men and women alike), as this will help give some practical experience to those who are learning to lead songs.

Things to remember: 1) Services tonight at 6pm, and Wednesday at 7pm, 2) Thursday morning class at 10am, 3) ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ on the Internet, Thursday 8pm, 4) Our fall gospel meeting (with different speakers from the area), November 12-17
Figures for the week of 8/6/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 126;  AM, 140; PM, 122; Wed., 116; Contrib., $3288
______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























