Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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Baptism Does Not …

The Bible has much to say on the subject of baptism. The Book of God tells us that baptism is for remission of sin (Acts 2:38); that it saves us (Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21); it puts into Christ where all spiritual blessings are (Romans 6:3; Ephesians 1:3); through this act we can become the children of God (Galatians 3:26-28); it is to be preceded by faith, repentance and confession of our faith that Jesus is Lord (Acts 8:36,37; 2:38); and the mode of baptism is immersion (Acts 8:38; Romans 6:4).  

It seems that the vast majority of the religious world rejects the idea that baptism has anything to do with the forgiveness of sin. As noted above, their claim is totally false. Yet we have some brethren who take the Bible teaching on baptism to the other extreme, thinking that it is a kind of cure all problem with regard to sin, without ever repenting. This teaching is erroneous as well! 

One cannot continue to practice sin after he has been baptized into Christ. Paul, in writing to the Corinthians, said, “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11). They had been guilty of all of these things, but no longer did they practice them (“such were some of you”). Now they had been washed in the blood of Lamb (Acts 22:16), set apart by God to be used in His service, and declared just in His sight.

Baptism does not make unlawful marriage lawful. If it was an adulterous relationship before baptism, it is still and adulterous relationship after baptism. One who was involved in homosexuality before baptism cannot continue to practice such after baptism. Baptism washes away the sins that had been committed upon one’s repentance. When men and women were told to repent, before baptism, it meant they had to turn from sin to God and they were not to continue in them. 

To say that one is not subject to the law of Christ before baptism is to teach something that the Lord’s will did not reveal. How did the Corinthians become guilty of fornication, adultery, etc. if they were not subject to that law? How would one become a sinner in need of salvation
if he has not violated the law of God? In writing to those at Thessalonica, Paul said, “in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thessalonians 1:8). Will He take vengeance on those who have not submitted to the gospel of Jesus Christ? He said so! Does his not indicate that those who fail to obey are subject to that gospel? Sure it does. Likewise, just because one has been baptized, such does not guarantee that heaven will be that person’s home. I don’t personally know of anyone who is a member of the Lord’s church that believes in the doctrine of once saved always saved. Yet I know several who live as if they believe such to be the truth. Baptism does not automatically punch your ticket to God’s eternal abode. It takes faithful living on the part of each individual. Jesus said, “And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved” (Matthew 10:22). Notice a similar statement made in Revelation 2:10, the later part of that verse, “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.” 

Baptism does not solve all the problems associated with sin in one’s life. You may well need to repent and be baptized for the remission of your sins like those on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:36-38). They turned away from their iniquities, like the Corinthians, and served God. Or you may have been baptized for the remission of your transgressions and you have allowed sin with its allurements to overtake you. You need to repent and pray like Peter told Simon. “Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you” (Acts 8:22). May we all be willing to submit to God’s plan of forgiveness so that each might stand washed, sanctified, and justified in the sight of our Lord.

- by Jimmy Mickells

_______________________________________________

Little Things in Evangelism

A number of studies and surveys on evangelism have shown that as high as ninety percent of all “conversions” are directly related to a personal invitation from a family member, neighbor, or fellow worker.  Yet, the tremendous potential of a personal invitation has not impressed many church members.  

Many aids and schemes have been tried in the area of personal evangelism. But, there is nothing more effective than one person sitting down at a table with another person with a Bible between them.

It will not be our programs, our advertising, our gimmicks, that will lead the world to Christ.  It will be God’s power working in us through the gospel coupled with our fervent prayers that will accomplish the task.  Unless we pray daily (even with tears) for their salvation, and unless we commit ourselves to doing something specific every week in the interest of those souls, we are not walking in the footsteps of those who cried and died for the lost (Luke 10:42; Matthew 9:38; Romans 9:2; 10:1).

- by Peter Wilson (edited for length)
_____________________________________________________

Important Principles to Remember When Studying Romans 14

1. Romans 14 can NOT be used to cover differences over any moral or doctrinal matter.
2. Romans 14 only addresses matters that are of moral and doctrinal indifference. That is to say, this text only has application in areas where a person is neither better nor worse for having participated in, or having abstained from, the subject in question.  We know this because God “receives” both the ‘weak’ and the ‘strong’ (verse 3), and this could not be true if the matters under consideration involved sinful conduct.
3. Romans 14 identifies the ‘strong brother’ as one who properly understands the personal liberties we enjoy in Christ.  
· But the apostle Paul warns the ‘strong’ not to exercise their liberties in such a way that would put a stumblingblock before others who may be ‘weak’ on a given matter. 

4. Romans 14 identifies the ‘weak brother’ as one who unnecessarily restricts himself in matters that are, in truth, areas of personal liberty.  In other words, the "weak brother" of Romans 14 is actually abstaining from things that the Lord would allow him to do, or obligating himself in areas where the Lord does not. 
· The apostle Paul warns that such a ‘weak brother’ should not attempt to bind his opinion on others. Anyone who is guilty of such binding should be disciplined.
- by Greg Gwin

____________________________________________

Trends . . .

Born in 1988, incoming college freshmen grew up knowing only two presidents because the third, the elder George Bush, was voted out of office when they were only 4 years old. . . Billy Carter, Billy Martin and Lucille Ball all died before the incoming freshmen were born. . . All of this according to the Beloit College Mindset List, an annual compilation that offers a glimpse of the world view through the eyes of each incoming class . . . The lists, begun in 1998, often depress people who find themselves wondering how they got so old so fast.

- via The Associated Press, 8/23/06

James 4:13-15  "Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.  For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that."

______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .

“What you do for yourself will be soon forgotten, but what you do for others will be long remembered.”

“Love without action is just lazy.  In fact, it isn’t love at all.”

“Look around at what you have before you complain about what you don’t have.”

“There are no traffic jams on the strait and narrow way.”
______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

August 27, 2006

It is a privilege and a blessing to be able to assemble together to study the Bible and to worship God.  We’re glad that you chose to be a part of these activities today.  We are particularly grateful for the presence of our visitors.  We hope you will come again soon.  If you have Bible questions, we’ll do our best to give you a ‘book, chapter, and verse’ answer.  Let us know how we can assist you.

Please continue to pray for the sick, including: Tina Overton, Alvin Lunn, Buddy Hood, Hubert Morrow, Freeman Riggins, Dugin Kincaid, Kim Futrell, Joan Lindsey’s father (surgery on Friday), and others.  Also pray for those in the military in dangerous places:  Jennifer Ring’s brother, the Riggins’ grandson, and William Toombs’ son.

This week:

· Song leaders class at 5 o’clock this afternoon

· Services tonight at 6pm

· Group 4 meets after services tonight

· Wednesday Bible study at 7pm

· Thursday morning class at 10am

· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ on the Internet, Thursday 8pm

Coming up:

· Elders meet next Sunday afternoon

· Song practice at 5:15 next Sunday  (Wade Shelton will be leading the practice session)

Our fall gospel meeting (with different speakers from the area), November 12-17
Figures for the week of 8/6/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 144;  AM, 160; PM, 146; Wed., 131; Contrib., $2789

______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























