Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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Training Children with Instruction, Restraint and Punishment

We cannot leave our children's training to chance, and hope for the best. "A child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame (Proverbs 29:15)." There is a definite direction - a specific way in which we should train our children. "Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it (Proverbs 22:6)." Among other things, this training involves instruction, restraint and punishment.

Instruction

We really don't have a choice about what we teach our children. Proverbs 22:6 and Ephesians 6:4 show that we should teach them the way that they should go and we should instruct (admonish) them with the doctrines that are of the Lord. "Fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." The way that we should teach them to go, and the admonition that is of the Lord, is found in the scriptures (II Timothy 3:16-17). 

Paul said of Timothy that "from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures(II Timothy 3:15)." We should start early and "indoctrinate" our children in the scriptures, so that they will be "wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
Restraint

Jeremiah said, "it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps (Jeremiah 10:23)." We ought to enforce the ways of the Lord on our children. God commended Abraham because He knew that he would "command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord (Genesis 18:19)." God knew that Abraham would give charge and order his household in the way of the Lord.

Eli was condemned because he did not enforce the ways of the Lord on his children. God said of Eli that "I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not (I Sam 3:13)." Proverbs 22:15 says, "foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him." So another way that we can train our children is to restrain them from doing what they want, and correct them back to the ways of the Lord. 

Punishment

Society may frown on punishing a child, but God said, "he that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes (often) (Proverbs 13:24)." Do you hate your child, or do you love him? If you love him, then "withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from sheol (Proverbs 23:14)." The scriptures give wisdom (II Timothy 3:15), but so does the "rod and reproof (Proverbs 29:15)."

· As parents we need to be good teachers of God's word. That is, we need to "rightly divide the word of truth (II Timothy 2:15);" we need to be skillful in the word of righteousness (Hebrews 5:12-13); we need to have a "knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (II Peter 3:18);" and we need to teach God's commandments diligently unto our children (Deuteronomy 6:7). Having taught them, we should enforce the ways of the Lord upon them, and chasten them when they disobey.
· by Brent Siota

_______________________________________________

Permissive Parents
Children can influence their parents just as parents can influence their children. The following story about an imaginary couple may have been duplicated in the lives of many of our readers.

George and Mary were a wonderful couple as they began their life together. Throughout their youth they had received strong teaching concerning worldliness, and their conduct showed the effects of that teaching.

They had been taught faithfulness in attendance, and they never missed a service for "anything." In character and conviction, they were blameless.

This young couple failed, however, to instill into the hearts of their children these same convictions. Consequently, as the children reached their teens, they began to put pressure on their parents to let them do what all the other young people were doing. Gradually the will of the parents was broken down, and they began to permit their children to do things they never dreamed their children would do.

Rationalization came easy for George and Mary. "After all, the Bible is not specific in these matters," they thought. "The Bible says 'modest apparel,' but it doesn't define modesty." "And, they're only planning to go to the dance; they aren't planning to dance." "We can't say 'no' to everything," they said. When Junior began to show unusual athletic ability, the question of attending services became a problem. At first they took Junior out of games and brought him to midweek services, but then the team began to depend more and more on him. The play-offs came, and the team's only hope in the play-offs was for Junior to play. George and Mary gave in. And once they had given in, they had no more argument for the future. Junior never missed another game to "go to church."

George and Mary often found themselves on the defensive in Bible classes. They began to argue for their children's behavior. And, the more accustomed they became to their children's actions, the more innocent their actions seemed to be. Eventually, their own conduct became affected. They reached the point where they thought nothing of missing on Friday night during a meeting to see Junior play ball. Mary even adopted some of the daughter's dress habits, although remaining sufficiently "discreet" to stay in the good graces of the brethren. Yes, George and Mary are still in good standing in the church, and their change has been so gradual that many fail to realize that they are not the strong Christians they formerly were. What happened to George and Mary? Instead of bringing their children "up" in the nurture and admonition of the "Lord," their children brought them "down" in the nurture and admonition of the "devil."

Our children may do wrong, but they must not do wrong with our permission! We do not seek anger, but repentance. Parents, would your names fit in the place of "George" and "Mary" in the above story?

- by Bill Hall

___________________________________________

Are We Seeing The Fulfillment of Biblical Prophecies?

Many people are wondering if the present turmoil in the Mid-East is an indication that the end of time is near.  Some are convinced that the assembling of armies and the military operations taking place are a sure sign that the great battle of Armageddon is about to take place.  It is believed that this will usher in the second coming of Christ and the beginning of His 1,000 year reign on earth.  Most of these predictions result from faulty interpretations of the things Jesus taught in Matthew 24, and imaginative speculations about the figurative language used in the Book of Revelation.  What do we know for sure?

First, the signs described by Jesus in Matthew 24 do NOT pertain to events happening today.  He said: "Ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places" (vs. 6,7).  Some argue that these very things are happening in the world today.  What they fail to notice is that Jesus also said that “this generation (the people living at that time –gg) shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled”.  From this we learn that Jesus was foretelling the destruction of Jerusalem which happened in 70 AD.  His words have no application to political events occurring in the world now.

The Battle of Armageddon is mentioned only once in the Bible in Revelation 16:16.  There it is a figurative reference to Megiddo, a large hill near the plain of Jezreel.  It was well known to people in that region because of the many famous battles that had been fought there throughout Jewish history.  But in the context of Revelation it is mentioned only in a figurative way as it describes the struggle between good and evil.  In has no connection to a literal assembly of armies or to a physical battle.

- by Greg Gwin
____________________________________________

Trends . . .

The Web site Salary.com. calculated the $ value of stay-at-home moms:  housekeeper (22.1 hours a week, $10,980); day care center teacher (15.7 hours, $10,817) and cook 13.6 hours, $10,862.  Also in the mix: computer operator, laundry-machine operator, janitor, facilities manager, van driver, CEO and psychologist. Add it all up and you get a base salary of $45,697, with $88,424 of overtime. Add it all up, and the site calculates that “a fair wage for the typical stay-at-home mom would be $134,121.” . .  . of course, we know what her real value is—and that’s incalculable.
Proverbs 31:10  "Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies."
______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .
“Honor is better than honors.”

“The strongest evidence of love is sacrifice.”

______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

August 6, 2006

If you are visiting with us today, we extend our sincere greeting, and our invitation for you to return at your earliest opportunity.  We’re very grateful for your visit.  We also appreciate the presence of all of our own members.  It’s great to be together to study the Word and worship our Father.  

Please continue to pray for the sick, including: Tina Overton, Alvin Lunn, Buddy Hood, Hubert Morrow, Linda Mabry, Dugin Kincaid, Kim Futrell, Matt Kasun’s father, Kathy Holt’s grandmother, Mike Johnson’s grandmother, Kris Johnson’s mother, Lucille Vick’s brother, Kimberly Hanes’ sister-in-law, and others.

The elders will meet this afternoon at 4:30.  Please pray for them as they do the very important work of shepherding this local congregation.

The Thursday morning class meets weekly at 10am, and is open to all who can attend.

“The Virtual Bible Study” is conducted every week on Thursday evening at 8pm.  This week Jeremy Butt, who preaches for the West 7th congregation here in Columbia, has agreed to join us to discuss some of the issues of institutionalism that have divided churches of Christ.  Plan to listen.

There are gospel meetings this week at Hillview in Nashville and Mt. Zion near Mt. Pleasant.  Check the board for details, and plan to attend one of these meetings.

Figures for the week of 7/16/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 126;  AM, 139; PM, 111; Wed., 125; Contrib., $2997
______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























