Please join us for “The Virtual Bible Study” on Thursday evening at 9pm Eastern / 8pm Central time.  Go to www.TheVirtualBibleStudy.com and follow the link to hear the live broadcast.  You can also check out archives of past programs and information about podcasting.

_____________________________________________________________
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On The Failure of Creeds

"But there are so many creeds, all claiming to be right, that I should not know which to take. They were all made by learned men, and if they can not agree on the kind of a creed, how am I to decide which is right?" says one. It is a matter of great moment and of much relief that, aside from all these conflicting, clashing, and erring creeds, there is one book that all parties concede is right. They all agree that the Bible is right - that it came from God. They all further agree that it contains the law of God - that the law of the Lord is perfect. The only wonder is, that man ever attempted to make any other creed or law for the Church. Such an undertaking could not have commenced without two wicked assumptions: 

1. That the law of God, as set forth in the Bible, is not sufficient - is a failure. 

2. That the insufficiency or failure can be remedied by weak, erring, and uninspired men. 

No man of intelligence will affirm, in plain terms, that the Bible is not sufficient for the government of the saints; or that man - uninspired man - can make a creed that will serve a better purpose than the Bible. Still such affirmations are implied in every attempt made by uninspired men to make a creed. If you admit, as all are bound to do, that the law of God is in the Bible; that nothing may be added to it, nothing taken from it, and that no part of it may be changed, there is not an excuse in the world for making another law. The law of God in the Bible is the law, the divine law, the supreme law, in the kingdom of God; and it is a treasonable movement to attempt to get up another constitution, law, name, body, or officers, apart from the constitution, law, name, body, and officers as found in the Bible. 

But the matter now in hand is to find a safe course to pursue. Can this be done? All admit the Bible is right. All admit that the law of God in the Bible is right. All admit that those who follow the Bible honestly and faithfully, in faith and practice, will be saved. All admit that wherever any creed differs from the Bible is wrong. Then it is infallibly safe to take the Bible and follow it. When men undertake to prove that a human creed is a good one, they argue that it is like the Bible. If a creed like the Bible is a good one, why will not the Bible itself do? If the Bible will not serve the purpose - is insufficient and a failure - a creed like it would be equally insufficient. When men make a creed to do what the Bible would not do, they should certainly make it different from the Bible, or it would serve no better purpose than the Bible itself.

- by Benjamin Franklin

excerpt from "The Infallibly Safe Course," New Testament Christianity, ed. by Z.T. Sweeney [note: Benjamin Franklin was a nineteenth century gospel preacher, not to be confused with our eighteenth century "founding father."]

_______________________________________________

Popularity without Principle

“Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! For so did their fathers to the false prophets." (Luke 6:26, KJ) "You are in trouble when everyone says good things about you. That is what your own people said about those prophets who told lies." (Luke 6:26, NIV)

People do not characteristically want unpleasant truths. They prefer comforting lies. The false prophet understands this, and like his political counterpart he seeks out that message he believes most people will approve. Politicians do it by polls. They actually pay people to take samples of what positions and platitudes people most want to hear, and then they go out an say those very things. It is shallow in substance but profound in effect. Preachers do the same thing, except that they do not need polls. Truth unsettles us. We may be comfortable and satisfied, and then truth rebukes us and "unsettles" us. A man of conscience will repent and change his life. But sin-loving, self-willed men will oppose that truth. However, they want to appear to love truth, so they seek out preachers who will preach what they like. As Paul said:  "…after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears." (2 Tim. 4:3b)

It is a "self-feeding" process. There are plenty of preachers and politicians who want to say what people want to hear, and there are plenty of people who will reward the preachers and politicians who do it. So the reality of it is that they are actually looking for each other! It is therefore no compliment to a preacher or politician to be particularly popular, and certainly such should never be the goal. Consider Jeremiah's comment about his generation: "The prophets prophesy falsely and my people love to have it so .." (Jeremiah 5:31)

The empowerment and credibility of the false prophet (and politician) is in the fact of his popularity. "Look at his following!" they say. "That many people cannot be wrong!" "He must surely be doing something, or a lot of things, right!" So it goes! It is once again a "self-feeding" situation where preacher, politician and people make each other feel good, all kinds of sin, corruption and abuses notwithstanding.

But do not altogether blame the preacher or the politician. It could not happen if the people did not "love to have it so." Or if it was not for the fact, as Jesus said, that "men love darkness rather than light." (John 3:19)

Whatever else is true, popularity is more of a sign of desertion of duty than a rendering of right. Remember, Jesus said, "Woe unto you when all men speak well of you." 

- by Jere Frost
_____________________________________________________
No Unfulfilled Land Promises

A basic tenet of premillennial theory is that certain land promises that God made to Abraham have not been fulfilled.  Since God made these promises, and He cannot lie, then there must be some future time when Abraham's descendants - as a physical nation - will receive all of the land that was originally intended.  What does the Bible say?

"The Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying: To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates" (Genesis 15:18).  A study of the conquest of the promised land in Joshua's day causes some to say that not all of this land was occupied by the Israelites.  

Yet in Joshua 21:43-45 we read: "So the Lord gave to Israel all the land of which He had sworn to give to their fathers, and they took possession of it and dwelt in it ... Not a word failed of any good thing which the Lord had spoken to the house of Israel.  All came to pass.” Joshua repeated the same thing in his final address to the people: "Not one thing has failed of all the good things which the Lord your God spoke concerning you. All have come to pass for you, and not one word of them has failed" (Joshua 23:14).

Note two things: 

1 - Joshua, who was most qualified to speak on this matter, felt that God's promises had been kept. 

2 - We should observe that the Israelites themselves failed to fully conquer all the native people (see Judges 1 & 2).  This brought a curse upon them (2:3) and may have contributed to the notion that the land was not completely occupied.  

NO! There are no unfulfilled land promises.

- by Greg Gwin
____________________________________________

Trends . . .

About one-third of ‘born again Christians’ (33%) believe that if people are good enough they can earn a place in heaven.”

- via barna.org

Titus 3:5  "Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;"

______________________________________________

Some quotes worth pondering . . .

“Look around at what you have before you complain about what you don’t have.”

“The true disciple is obedient rather than ambitious, committed rather than competitive.  For him, nothing is more important than pleasing the one who called him.”

“Adversity causes some men to break; others to break records.”

“The world belongs to the man who is wise enough to change his mind in the presence of facts.”
______________________________________________

News from Collegevue . . .

September 10, 2006

We sincerely believe that you have made an excellent choice in being here today.  You are a great encouragement to others, and a positive influence for good to many.  Thanks!  Keep up the good work!  We especially want to greet our visitors today – please come again soon.

Please continue to pray for the sick, including: Tina Overton, Alvin Lunn, Buddy Hood, Freeman Riggins, Dugin Kincaid, Kim Futrell, Kris Johnson, and others.  Also pray for those in the military in dangerous places: Jennifer Ring’s brother, the Riggins’ grandson, and William Toombs’ son.

We are happy to report that Alison and Yancey Smith have been blessed with the birth of Gatlin Riley.  We thank God for a safe and healthy delivery.

· This week:

· Song leaders class at 5 o’clock this afternoon

· Services tonight at 6pm

· Group 2 meets after services tonight

· Gospel mtg. at Locust St. in Mt. Pleasant through Wed.

· Wednesday Bible study at 7pm

· Thursday morning class at 10am

· ‘The Virtual Bible Study’ on the Internet, Thursday 8pm

· Coming up:

· Our fall gospel meeting (with different speakers from the area), November 12-17

· Teachers’ meeting (for current and upcoming teachers) after evening services on September 24th.

Figures for the week of 9/3/06:  Sunday, Bstudy, 138;  AM, 156; PM, 147; Wed., 109; Contrib., $4153
______________________________________________

"The Beacon - Electronic Edition" is sent out weekly from Columbia, TN, and contains articles and information taken from the most recent "paper" bulletin of the Collegevue Church of Christ.  We hope you will use this material in any way you can that will glorify our Father.  Please give proper credit to the respective authors.

______________________________________________

Visit our website at:

www.Collegevue.com
email us at:

collegevuecoc@bellsouth.net
contact the editor (Greg Gwin) at:
greggwin@bellsouth.net

























